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This book changes your views on history, civilization, and the world. German philosopher and polymath
Oswald Spengler displays his controversial opinions about world history. He defines "culture" as a
superorganism which has a lifespan of birth, flourishing, and death, and defines "civilization" as the
end-product of culture. He divides the entire history of the world into eight distinct cultures, from
which all civilizations, religions, and wars arose. Spengler was criticized for his cataclysmic
prediction of the downfall of western civilization in the twenty first century, yet it's shocking to
see markers for this prediction in everyday news. He claims that democracy is but the political weapon
of money, and that media is the means through which money operates a democratic political system.
According to him, the penetration of money's power through a society is one of many signs of the shift
from "culture" to "civilization". After reading this, you'll be more learned in history, philosophy,
science, mathematics, architecture, music, art, literature, and even Greek and Latin. "When the first
volume of The Decline of the West appeared in Germany a few years ago, thousands of copies were sold.
Cultivated European discourse quickly became Spengler-saturated. Spenglerism spurted from the pens of
countless disciples. It was imperative to read Spengler, to sympathize or revolt. It still remains so."
"When Oswald Spengler speaks, many a Western Worldling stops to listen." New York Times
Conventional accounts of world history tend to focus on the rise of Western civilisation and
concentrate on the story of ancient Greece, the Roman empire and the expansion of Europe. The histories
of the great civilisations of China, India and Japan, and therefore the experience of the majority of
the world's people, have been relegated to a minor place. World History adopts a radically different
approach. Starting from the assumption that the human story has to be seen in the round, it examines
the evolution of humans, their lives as hunters and gatherers and their eventual adoption of
agriculture, before looking at the emergence of civilisation across the globe; in Mesopotamia, Egypt,
China, the Indus Valley, Mesoamerica and Peru. It goes on to tell the story of the earliest empires,
emphasising not just their differences but also their similarities. It explains how contacts were
established between them and how technologies, ideas and the world's great religions travelled from one
to another. It describes the great empires of Islam, of China and of the Mongols. Only towards the end
of the story does Europe come slowly to dominate the world, against the background of technical
innovations and social and economic change.
Written by leading authors in their respective fields, this first comprehensive handbook on the
relationship between modern Judaism and historical thinking contributes to a differentiated
interpretation of Jewish historiography and its interaction with other academic disciplines since the
Enlightenment.
World History: Cultures, States, and Societies to 1500 offers a comprehensive introduction to the
history of humankind from prehistory to 1500. Authored by six USG faculty members with advance degrees
in History, this textbook offers up-to-date original scholarship. It covers such cultures, states, and
societies as Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Israel, Dynastic Egypt, India's Classical Age, the Dynasties
of China, Archaic Greece, the Roman Empire, Islam, Medieval Africa, the Americas, and the Khanates of
Central Asia. It includes 350 high-quality images and maps, chronologies, and learning questions to
help guide student learning. Its digital nature allows students to follow links to applicable sources
and videos, expanding their educational experience beyond the textbook. It provides a new and free
alternative to traditional textbooks, making World History an invaluable resource in our modern age of
technology and advancement.
A New Perspective
Form and Actuality
The Christian Destruction of the Classical World
Jesus Christ in World History
Understanding the Bible as a Scripture in History, Culture, and Religion
The Historic Reality of Christian Culture
The History of the World in Christian Perspective

What is history is a question historians have been asking themselves time and again. Here a Western
historian offers ten hypotheses that attempt to constitute specifically Western historical thinking, and
Asian and African historians comment
Examining a wide array of ancient writings, Brent Nongbri dispels the commonly held idea that there is
such a thing as ancient religion. Nongbri shows how misleading it is to speak as though religion was a
concept native to pre-modern cultures.
This multivolume set is much more than a collection of essays on sports and sporting cultures from
around the world: it also details how and why sports are played wherever they exist, and examines key
charismatic athletes from around the world who have transcended their sports. • Nearly 900 entries
cover most aspects of sport from around the world • Contributions from more than 200 distinguished
scholars, such as Mark Dyreson, Henning Eichberg, Malcolm MacLean, S.W. Pope, and Rob Ruck •
Entries on players, stadiums, arenas, famous games and matches, major scandals, and disasters • Lists
of Olympic medalists for all events since 1896 as well as lists of winners of major events such as the
FIFA World Cup and MLB World Series • Further reading selections provide direction for in-depth
analysis of each event, sport, personality, or issue discussed
Emphasizing the global nature of racism, this volume brings together historians from various regional
specializations to explore this phenomenon from comparative and transnational perspectives. The essays
shed light on how racial ideologies and practices developed, changed, and spread in Europe, Asia, the
Near East, Australia, and Africa, focusing on processes of transfer, exchange, appropriation, and
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adaptation. To what extent, for example, were racial beliefs of Western origin? Did similar belief systems
emerge in non-Western societies independently of Western influence? And how did these societies adopt
and adapt Western racial beliefs once they were exposed to them? Up to this point, the few monographs
or edited collections that exist only provide students of the history of racism with tentative answers to
these questions. More importantly, the authors of these studies tend to ignore transnational processes of
exchange and transfer. Yet, as this volume shows, these are crucial to an understanding of the diffusion
of racial belief systems around the globe.
The Oxford Handbook of World History
Before Religion
Western Historical Thinking
A Short World History of Religions
A Way to the Renewal of Human Life
The Coptic Christian Heritage
A History of a Modern Concept
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the heritage of Coptic Christians. The contributors combine academic expertise with
intimate and practical knowledge of the Coptic Orthodox Church and Coptic heritage. The chapters explore historical, cultural, literary
and material aspects, including: the history of Christianity in Egypt, from the pre-Christian era to the modern day Coptic religious
culture: theology, monasticism, spirituality, liturgy and music the Coptic language, linguistic expressions of the Coptic heritage and
literary production in Greek, Coptic and Arabic . material culture and artistic expression of the Copts: from icons, mosaics and frescos
to manuscript illuminations, woodwork and textiles. Students will find The Coptic Christian Heritage an invaluable introduction, whilst
scholars will find its breadth provides a helpful context for specialised research.
A history of unparalleled scope that charts the global transformation of Christianity during an age of profound political and cultural
change Christianity in the Twentieth Century charts the transformation of one of the world's great religions during an age marked by
world wars, genocide, nationalism, decolonization, and powerful ideological currents, many of them hostile to Christianity. Written by
a leading scholar of world Christianity, the book traces how Christianity evolved from a religion defined by the culture and politics of
Europe to the expanding polycentric and multicultural faith it is today. Brian Stanley provides a history of Christianity as a popular
faith experienced and lived by its adherents, telling a compelling and multifaceted story of Christendom’s fortunes across the globe.
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity is an authoritative reference guide that enables college and seminary students, their teachers,
and Christian clergy to reflect critically upon all aspects of Christianity from its origins to the present day. Written by a team of 800
scholars and practitioners from around the world, the volume reflects the plurality of Christianity throughout its history. Key Features
of The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity: *Offers a presentation of the Christian beliefs and practices of all major Christian
traditions in each continents and each nation *Highlights the different understandings of Christian beliefs and practices in different
historical, cultural, religious, denominational, and secular contexts *Includes entries on methodology and the plurality of approaches
that are used in the study of Christianity *Combines several approaches -- - including anthropological, cultural studies, ecumenical,
and interfaith -- - to each Christian tradition *Respects each Christian tradition, through the self-presentation of Christianity in each
country or Christian tradition *Includes clusters of entries on beliefs and practices, each presenting the understanding of a given
Christian belief or practice in different historical and contemporary contexts *Demonstrates the relationship and interaction of
Christianity with other religious traditions in various parts of the world *Provides a full bibliography on all topics covered in the
volume
Although trade connects distant people and regions, bringing cultures closer together through the exchange of material goods and
ideas, it has not always led to unity and harmony. From the era of the Crusades to the dawn of colonialism, exploitation and violence
characterized many trading ventures, which required vessels and convoys to overcome tremendous technological obstacles and
merchants to grapple with strange customs and manners in a foreign environment. Yet despite all odds, experienced traders and
licensed brokers, as well as ordinary people, travelers, pilgrims, missionaries, and interlopers across the globe, concocted ways of
bartering, securing credit, and establishing relationships with people who did not speak their language, wore different garb, and
worshipped other gods. Religion and Trade: Cross-Cultural Exchanges in World History, 1000-1900 focuses on trade across religious
boundaries around the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic and Indian Oceans during the second millennium. Written by an
international team of scholars, the essays in this volume examine a wide range of commercial exchanges, from first encounters
between strangers from different continents to everyday transactions between merchants who lived in the same city yet belonged to
diverse groups. In order to broach the intriguing yet surprisingly neglected subject of how the relationship between trade and religion
developed historically, the authors consider a number of interrelated questions: When and where was religion invoked explicitly as part
of commercial policies? How did religious norms affect the everyday conduct of trade? Why did economic imperatives, political goals,
and legal institutions help sustain commercial exchanges across religious barriers in different times and places? When did trade
between religious groups give way to more tolerant views of "the other" and when, by contrast, did it coexist with hostile images of
those decried as "infidels"? Exploring captivating examples from across the world and spanning the course of the second millennium,
this groundbreaking volume sheds light on the political, economic, and juridical underpinnings of cross-cultural trade as it emerged or
developed at various times and places, and reflects on the cultural and religious significance of the passage of strange persons and
exotic objects across the many frontiers that separated humankind in medieval and early modern times.
The Cambridge World History
World History
From the Ruins of Colonialism
Historians Create a Global Past
Turning Points in Historiography
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Religion and Trade
Palgrave Handbook of Research in Historical Culture and Education
UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE AS A SCRIPTURE IN HISTORY, CULTURE, AND RELIGION The Bible is a popular
subject of study and research, yet biblical studies gives little attention to the reason for its popularity: its
religious role as a scripture. Understanding the Bible as a Scripture in History, Culture, and Religion
integrates the history of the religious interpretation and ritual uses of biblical books into a survey of their
rhetoric, composition, and theology in their ancient contexts. Emphasizing insights from comparative
studies of different religious scriptures, it combines discussion of the Bible’s origins with its cultural history
into a coherent understanding of its past and present function as a scripture. A prominent expert on
biblical rhetoric and the ritualization of books, James W. Watts describes how Jews and Christians ritualize
the Bible by interpreting it, by expressing it in recitations, music, art, and film, and by venerating the
physical scroll and book. The first two sections of the book are organized around the Torah and the
Gospels—which have been the focus of Jewish and Christian ritualization of scriptures from ancient to
modern times—and treat the history of other biblical books in relation to these two central blocks of the
Hebrew Bible and New Testament. In addition to analyzing the semantic contents of all the Bible’s books
as persuasive rhetoric, Watts describes their ritualization in the iconic and expressive dimensions in the
centuries since they began to function as a scripture, as well as in their origins in ancient Judaism and
Christianity. The third section on the cultural history and scriptural function of modern bibles concludes by
discussing their influence today and the controversies they have fueled about history, science, race, and
gender. Innovative and insightful, Understanding the Bible as a Scripture in History, Culture, and Religion
is a groundbreaking introduction to the study of the Bible as a scripture, and an ideal textbook for courses
in biblical studies and comparative scripture studies.
'A searingly passionate book' - Bettany Hughes In The Darkening Age, Catherine Nixey tells the littleknown – and deeply shocking – story of how a militant religion deliberately tried to extinguish the
teachings of the Classical world, ushering in unquestioning adherence to the 'one true faith'. The Roman
Empire had been generous in embracing and absorbing new creeds. But with the coming of Christianity,
everything changed. This new faith, despite preaching peace, was violent, ruthless and intolerant. And
once it became the religion of empire, its zealous adherents set about the destruction of the old gods.
Their altars were upturned, their temples demolished and their statues hacked to pieces. Books, including
great works of philosophy and science, were consigned to the pyre. It was an annihilation. A Book of the
Year in the Daily Telegraph, the Spectator, the Observer, and BBC History Magazine A New York Times
Book Review Editors' Choice Winner of the Royal Society of Literature Jerwood Award for Nonfiction
Comprehensive account of the intense biological, commercial, and cultural exchanges, and the creation of
global connections, between 1400 and 1800.
Margaret has written Katie's oral testimony as an engaging and moving biography that spans the late
nineteenth century into the apartheid years. We read of Katie's travels to England, her presentation to
Queen Victoria; and her return to South Africa.
Racism in the Modern World
A Cross-cultural Perspective
Historical Perspectives on Cultural Transfer and Adaptation
The Sumerians
A Companion to World History
History, Culture, and Region in Southeast Asian Perspectives
His Presence and Representation in Cyclical and Linear Settings
From the ninth century on, there was an indigenous Jewish community in the city of Kaifeng in northeastern China.
Separated by thousands of miles from the rest of the world, and largely cut off from contact with the main centers of
Jewish life, the Kaifeng Jews developed a distinctive culture that was unquestionably Jewish, but progressively absorbed
Chinese elements. Their greatest problem was not separation from other Jews so much as the openness and tolerance
of Chinese society. Intermarriages occurred frequently, and Jews were fully accepted as merchants, government officials,
and neighbors. Over time, they were so completely assimilated that few of their descendants carry any memory of Jewish
ancestry and physically look much like other Chinese. The story of the Kaifeng Jews is dramatic and colorful, and offers
many profound lessons. It will be indispensable to anyone interested in Jewish or Chinese history.
World history has expanded dramatically in recent years, primarily as a teaching field, and increasingly as a research
field. Growing numbers of teachers and Ph.Ds in history are required to teach the subject. They must be current on topics
from human evolution to industrial development in Song-dynasty China to today's disease patterns - and then link these
disparate topics into a coherent course. Numerous textbooks in print and in preparation summarize the field of world
history at an introductory level. But good teaching also requires advanced training for teachers, and access to a stream of
new research from scholars trained as world historians. In this book, Patrick Manning provides the first comprehensive
overview of the academic field of world history. He reviews patterns of research and debate, and proposes guidelines for
study by teachers and by researchers in world history.
From the Ruins of Colonialism throws new light on the history of memory, forgetting and colonialism. Focusing on
Australia, the book charts how film, public commemorations, history textbooks and museums have, in a strange
ensemble, become something called Australian History. It considers key moments of historical imagination, including the
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legends of Captain Cook and the Eureka Stockade, events such as the 1988 Bicentennial celebrations and the
shipwrecked woman Eliza Fraser, whose story reflects anxieties about race and gender. This book argues for a new
sense of remembering. Rather than being content with a culture of amnesia, it makes the case for learning to belong in
the ruins of colonial histories. Chris Healy's investigation of these historical cultures and narratives is innovative and
stimulating and will become a powerful statement for new histories.
The trade between peoples of differinf cultures, from the ancient world to the commercial revolution.
Exploring Creation with Biology
A Global History, 1500–2000
Christianity in the Twentieth Century
History, Culture, and Practice
Their History, Culture, and Character
Sports around the World: History, Culture, and Practice [4 volumes]
History, Culture, and Religion
While the first American edition of this book, published more than a decade ago, was a revised
translation of the German book, Einführung in das Neue Testament, this second edition of the first
volume of the Introduction to the New Testament is no longer dependent upon a previously published
German work. The author hopes that for the student of the New Testament it is a useful introduction
into the many complex aspects of the political, cultural, and religious developments that characterized
the world in which early Christianity arose and by which the New Testament and other early Christian
writings were shaped.
Explores the global expansion of Christianity since 1500 from the perspectives of the indigenous people
who were affected by it.
The volume contributes to the knowledge of the Samaritan history, culture and linguistics. Specialists
of various fields of research bring a new look on the topics related to the Samaritans and the Hebrew
and Arabic written sources, to the Samaritan history in the Roman-Byzantine period as well as to the
contemporary issues of the Samaritan community.
Based on the author's thesis (Th.D.)--Leiden University, 1971.
World History and Cultures in Christian Perspective
Cross-Cultural Exchanges in World History, 1000-1900
Cross-Cultural Trade in World History
A Socio-cultural Survey Across Millennia
The Jews of Kaifeng, China
A World History
The Calling of Katie Makanya

A new edition of this classic study of mandala Southeast Asia. The revised book includes a substantial, retrospective
postscript examining contemporary scholarship that has contributed to the understanding of Southeast Asian history since
1982.
The Sumerians, the pragmatic and gifted people who preceded the Semites in the land first known as Sumer and later as
Babylonia, created what was probably the first high civilization in the history of man, spanning the fifth to the second
millenniums B.C. This book is an unparalleled compendium of what is known about them. Professor Kramer communicates
his enthusiasm for his subject as he outlines the history of the Sumerian civilization and describes their cities, religion,
literature, education, scientific achievements, social structure, and psychology. Finally, he considers the legacy of Sumer to
the ancient and modern world. "There are few scholars in the world qualified to write such a book, and certainly Kramer is
one of them. . . . One of the most valuable features of this book is the quantity of texts and fragments which are published for
the first time in a form available to the general reader. For the layman the book provides a readable and up-to-date
introduction to a most fascinating culture. For the specialist it presents a synthesis with which he may not agree but from
which he will nonetheless derive stimulation."—American Journal of Archaeology "An uncontested authority on the
civilization of Sumer, Professor Kramer writes with grace and urbanity."—Library Journal
World History and Cultures is written from the Christian perspective. Basic to this perspective is the conviction that God is
the creator of the universe and the controller of history. The Christian perspective is the key to a proper understanding of
history, for it enables us to see God's purpose and plan in human events. Because man's actions are the product of his
thoughts (Prov. 23:7), World History and Cultures emphasizes the important concepts and ideas in history as well as people
and events. It exposes the error of Marxism, humanism, modernism, and many other false philosophies, pointing to the Bible
as the only source of true philosophy. Unlike most other history books, World History and Cultures takes a conservative
political and economic view of history. Students are taught to identify liberal principles and deal with them from a
conservative, Christian perspective. - p. v. of teacher guide.
Imprisoned in the Tower of London after the death of Queen Elizabeth in 1603, Sir Walter Ralegh spent seven years
producing his massive History of the World. Created with the aid of a library of more than five hundred books that he was
allowed to keep in his quarters, this incredible work of English vernacular would become a best seller, with nearly twenty
editions, abridgments, and continuations issued in the years that followed. Nicholas Popper uses Ralegh’s History as a
touchstone in this lively exploration of the culture of history writing and historical thinking in the late Renaissance. From
Popper we learn why early modern Europeans ascribed heightened value to the study of the past and how scholars and
statesmen began to see historical expertise as not just a foundation for political practice and theory, but as a means of
advancing their power in the courts and councils of contemporary Europe. The rise of historical scholarship during this
period encouraged the circulation of its methods to other disciplines, transforming Europe’s intellectual—and
political—regimes. More than a mere study of Ralegh’s History of the World, Popper’s book reveals how the methods that
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historians devised to illuminate the past structured the dynamics of early modernity in Europe and England.
Walter Ralegh's "History of the World" and the Historical Culture of the Late Renaissance
Identities, Encounters, Perspectives
History, Culture, and Religion of the Hellenistic Age
Modern Judaism and Historical Consciousness
The Decline of the West
World Christianity and Global Conquest
Institutions - Themes - Perspectives
This volume comprises a broad interdisciplinary examination of the many different approaches by which contemporary
scholars record our history. The editors provide a comprehensive overview through thirty-eight chapters divided into four
parts: a) Historical Culture and Public Uses of History; b) The Appeal of the Nation in History Education of Postcolonial
Societies; c) Reflections on History Learning and Teaching; d) Educational Resources: Curricula, Textbooks and New
Media. This unique text integrates contributions of researchers from history, education, collective memory, museum
studies, heritage, social and cognitive psychology, and other social sciences, stimulating an interdisciplinary dialogue.
Contributors come from various countries of Northern and Southern America, Europe and Asia, providing an international
perspective that does justice to the complexity of this field of study. The Palgrave Handbook of Research in Historical
Culture and Education provides state-of-the-art research, focussing on how citizens and societies make sense of the past
through different ways of representing it.
Examines children's status and treatment in world societies beginning with prehistory.
This book examines the history of the world's religions, tracing them through four historical epochs in order to show how
the temporal interacts with the timeless. Presented in detail are the major figures Krishna, Buddha, Abraham, Jesus,
Muhammad, Confucius, and Lao Tzu. Coverage of other figures mythical and historical - from Gilgamesh and Ishtar to
Luther and Calvin - reveals how they too had an impact on history.
This superb volume provides the first genuinely global one-volume history of the rise and development of the Christian
faith. An international team of specialists takes seriously the geographical diversity of the Christian story, discussing the
impact of Christianity not only in the West but also in Latin America, Africa, India, the Orient and Australasia.
A History of Children
Navigating World History
The Samaritans in Historical, Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives
An Intercultural Debate
A World History of Christianity
The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity
History as Social Memory
An examination of how historical thinking has changed in recent years, through a comparison between Eastern and Western epochs.
Thirty-three essays by a stellar collection of distinguished scholars in the field of world history, providing a comprehensive guide to current
scholarship and current thinking in one of the most dynamic fields of historical scholarship
A Companion to World History presents over 30 essays from an international group of historians that both identify continuing areas of
contention, disagreement, and divergence in world and global history, and point to directions for further debate. Features a diverse cast of
contributors that include established world historians and emerging scholars Explores a wide range of topics and themes, including and the
practice of world history, key ideas of world historians, the teaching of world history and how it has drawn upon and challenged "traditional"
teaching approaches, and global approaches to writing world history Places an emphasis on non-Anglophone approaches to the topic
Considers issues of both scholarship and pedagogy on a transnational, interregional, and world/global scale
"This handbook brings together work by leading scholars of the archaeology of early Christianity in the Mediterranean and surrounding
regions. The 34 essays to this volume ground the history, culture, and society of the first seven centuries of Christianity in the latest currents
of archaeological method, theory, and research."-Cultures, States, and Societies to 1500
The Darkening Age
Cultural History in Europe
The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Archaeology
The Big Picture
History, Faith and Culture
What is the current state of discussion in Cultural History? Which European institutions engage exclusively in Cultural History and which topics do they
address? And how will Cultural History develop in the future? These and other questions are raised by European scholars in the discussion of
Institutions, Themes and Perspectives of Cultural History in this volume. It provides a profound overview of contemporary developments in Scandinavia,
Finland, Great Britain, Latvia, Poland, Hungary, Austria, Switzerland, Germany, Italy and Spain.
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