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What Is Humanism How Do You Live Without A
God And
Debating Humanity explores sociological and philosophical efforts to delineate
key features of humanity that identify us as members of the human species.
After challenging the normative contradictions of contemporary
posthumanism, this book goes back to the foundational debate on humanism
between Jean-Paul Sartre and Martin Heidegger in the 1940s and then reassesses the implicit and explicit anthropological arguments put forward by
seven leading postwar theorists: self-transcendence (Hannah Arendt),
adaptation (Talcott Parsons), responsibility (Hans Jonas), language (Jrgen
Habermas), strong evaluations (Charles Taylor), reflexivity (Margaret Archer)
and reproduction of life (Luc Boltanski). Genuinely interdisciplinary and
boldly argued, Daniel Chernilo has crafted a novel philosophical sociology that
defends a universalistic principle of humanity as vital to any adequate
understanding of social life.
It is a misconception that Christianity and Humanism are in any way in
conflict with each other. The present book shows that through many
centuries, and especially in the Renaissance, the two stood in a relation that
was mutually complementary. The contributions in this volume treat aspects
and manifestations of this cultural symbiosis, and they throw new light on
authors and texts both more and less familiar. The subject-areas discussed
include: religion, history, philosophy, literature and education. The age of
Renaissance and Reformation is the central focus, but earlier and later
periods are also featured. The contributions comprise a Festschrift for
Professor Arjo Vanderjagt, whose work deals centrally with both Christianity
and Humanism. Contributors are Fokke Akkerman, Istv n P. Bejczy, Alexander
Broadie, Chris-toph Burger, Marcia L. Colish, Albrecht Diem, Stephen Gersh,
Berndt Hamm, Volker Honemann, Adrie van der Laan, Alasdair A. MacDonald,
Peter Mack, Zweder von Martels, Matthieu van der Meer, Hans Mooij, Simone
Mooij-Valk, Just Niemeijer, John North, Willemien Otten, Jan Papy, Detlev P
tzold, Rob Pauls, Marc van der Poel, Burcht Pranger, Peter Raedts, Han van
Ruler, Rudolf Suntrup, Jan R. Veenstra, and Ronald Witt.
The quintessential guide to living a meaningful life without God. Why should
we believe in God without any evidence? How can there be meaning in life
when death is final? With historical adherents including such thinkers as
Einstein, Freud, Philip Pullman, and Frank Zappa, "Humanism"'s central quest
is to make sense of such questions, explaining the ethical and metaphysical by
appealing to shared human values, rationality, and tolerance. Essential
reading for atheists, agnostics, ignostics, freethinkers, rationalists, skeptics,
and believers too, this Beginner's Guide will explain all aspects of the
Humanist philosophy whilst providing an alternative and valuable conception
of life without religion.
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There are many books about business and society, yet very few of them
question the primacy of GDP growth, profit maximization and individual utility
maximization. This groundbreaking book questions these assumptions and
investigates the possibility of creating a human-centered, value-oriented
society based on humanistic principles.
Humanism in Business
Universal lessons on finding purpose, meaning and joy
Johannes Sambucus (1531-1584), Andreas Dudith (1533-1589), and the
Republic of Letters in East Central Europe
What is Humanism and Why Does it Matter?
How to Create More Effective and Ethical Businesses
Studies in Rhetoric and Politics
Arthur James Balfour (1848 – 1930) served as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
from 1902 to 1905, but his true love was philosophy. Theism and Humanism (1915) was
based on his first series of Gifford Lectures given in 1914. In 1962, writer C. S. Lewis
told Christian Century magazine named Theism and Humanism as one of the ten books
that had most influenced him.
The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism presents anedited collection of essays that
explore the nature of Humanism asan approach to life, and a philosophical analysis of
the keyhumanist propositions from naturalism and science to morality andmeaning.
Represents the first book of its kind to look at Humanism notjust in terms of its
theoretical underpinnings, but also itsconsequences and its diverse manifestations
Features contributions from international and emergingscholars, plus renowned figures
such as Stephen Law, CharlesFreeman and Jeaneanne Fowler Presents Humanism as a
positive alternative to theism Brings together the world’s leading Humanist academics
inone reference work
Originally published in the UK in 1961 this was an unconventional book when first
published but a powerful interpretation of Greek individualism. The author examines the
influence of the Greeks on European philosophy, religion, literature, art and architecture
and challenges many commonly held assumptions: ‘Those items in the Greek legacy
which are most easily recognizable as such are in fact the least important.’
Human beings have the possibility to give meaning to their lives and to create
coherence in experiences. Present-day humanism strongly focuses on personal
development in relation to others. It is this tension between personal development and
advancement of humanization, that is creating the opportunities for the personal
development of every world citizen. Humanism is about personal autonomy, moral
responsibility, and about solidarity with humanity. The tension between autonomy and
social involvement is the core of humanism. Education can support persons in their
moral and personal identity development. The authors brought together in this book all
address issues of developing autonomy and humanity in educational practices. All the
chapters try to link theory and practice. They either make theoretical ideas more
practical or they use practical experiences and concerns to rethink theoretical notions.
Together the chapters in the book give a broad overview of theoretical foundations,
concrete research, and practices in education. The book shows a diversity that can
inspire scholars and practitioners in further developing their perspectives. Creating
meaning is an essential part of all education. Focusing on the linking of autonomy and
humanity is the humanist perspective in it.
Reassessing Legal Humanism and its Claims
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Italian Renaissance Humanism in the Mirror
The God Argument
Linking Autonomy and Humanity
Essays in Honour of Arjo Vanderjagt
Christian Humanism

'The natural sympathy and understanding of people everywhere must be the soil in
which the new humanism can thrive.' For Daisaku Ikeda, whose words these are,
education has long been one of the fundamental priorities of his work and
teaching. His emphasis on the intellectual legacy bequeathed to humanity by the
great teachers of civilization is in this volume encapsulated by the notion of a 'new
humanism': a significant residue ofwisdom that in the right circumstances may be
passed on to future generations, expanding horizons, making connections
between different cultures and encouraging fresh insights and new discoveries
across the globe. These circumstances are perhaps most fully realised in the
context of universities. In promoting his core values of education and peace, the
author has delivered lectures and speeches at more than twenty-five academies,
colleges and research institutes worldwide. This stimulating collection, which
includes the author's most recent lectures, ranges widely across topics as diverse
as art, religion, culture and time, and draws creatively on the sages of ancient
India, China and Japan as well as on visionary thinkers from every nation,
including Tolstoy, Victor Hugo and Gandhi.
While humanist sensibilities have played a formative role in the advancement of
our species, critical attention to humanism as a field of study is a more recent
development. As a system of thought that values human needs and experiences
over supernatural concerns, humanism has gained greater attention amid the
rapidly shifting demographics of religious communities, especially in Europe and
North America. This outlook on the world has taken on global dimensions as well,
with activists, artists, and thinkers forming a humanistic response not only to
traditional religion, but to the pressing social and political issues of the 21st
century. With in-depth, scholarly chapters, The Oxford Handbook of Humanism
aims to cover the subject by analyzing its history, its philosophical development,
its influence on culture, and its engagement with social and political issues. In
order to expand the field beyond more Western-focused works, the Handook
discusses humanism as a worldwide phenomenon, with regional surveys that
explore how the concept has developed in particular contexts. The Handbook
also approaches humanism as both an opponent to traditional religion as well as
a philosophy that some religions have explicitly adopted. By both synthesizing the
field, and discussing how it continues to grow and develop, the Handbook
promises to be a landmark volume, relevant to both humanism and the rapidly
changing religious landscape.
Many people use religion to guide them and instill a set of principles that they can
follow in life. However, not everyone chooses to go down this path. Those who
don't believe in things like god or destiny might subscribe to humanism, or the
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philosophy that humans are independent and in control of their own lives without a
higher power to help them along. Using this insightful guide, readers will be wellequipped to navigate the world on their own terms using critical thought and
analysis.
Definitions of humanism as educational movement, philosophical concept or
existential ‘life stance’ have evolved over the centuries as the term has been
adopted for a variety of cultural and political purposes and contexts, and reactions
against humanism have contributed to movements such as structuralism,
postmodernism and postcolonialism. Tony Davies offers a clear introduction to the
many uses of this influential yet complex concept, and this second edition extends
his discussion to include: a wide-ranging history of the development of the term
and its influences the implications of debates around humanism and posthumanism for political, religious and environmental activism discussion of the key
figures in humanist debate from Erasmus and Milton to Heidegger, Foucault and
Chomsky
Humanism in FIfteenth-Century Europe
Education and Humanism
Petrarch's Humanism and the Care of the Self
Humanism: A Very Short Introduction
The Oxford Handbook of Humanism
The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism
This important study takes a new approach to understanding Italian Renaissance
humanism, one of the most important cultural movements in Western history.
Through a series of close textual studies, Patrick Baker explores the meaning that
Italian Renaissance humanism had for an essential but neglected group: the
humanists themselves.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format
that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read
typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Is sociology best understood as simply chipping away at our ignorance about
society, or does it have broader roles and responsibilities? If so, to what—or
perhaps to whom—are these responsibilities? Installing humanity as its
epistemological and normative start and endpoint, this book shows how
humanism recasts sociology as an activity that does not merely do things, or
effect things, but is also self-consciously for something. Rather than resurrecting
problematic classical conceptions of humanism, the book instead constructs its
arguments on pragmatic grounds, showing how a pragmatic humanism presents
an improved picture of both the nature and value of the discipline. This picture is
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based less around the claim that sociology is capable of providing authoritative
revelations about society, and more upon its capacity to offer representations of
the social in epistemologically open, transformative, ethical, and hopeful ways.
Ultimately, it argues that sociology’s real value can only be disclosed by replacing
its image as a discipline aimed towards disinterested social enlightenment with
one of itself as a practice both dependent upon, and at its best self-consciously
aimed towards, human ends and imperatives. It will appeal to scholars and
students across the social sciences, and to those working in social theory,
sociology, and philosophy of the social sciences in particular.
What does it mean to be a humanist? Is humanism a new idea? How do people live
their lives without religious beliefs? The first of its kind aimed at the new
curriculum for upper primary and lower secondary school children, this book
examines how humanists respond to fundamental questions about morals and
ethics, the origins of life, religion and the state. It looks at how humanists mark
the milestones of birth, marriage and death. How do people without belief in God
live moral and fulfilled lives, with respect for humankind and the universe? This
thought-provoking approach encourages readers to think about the big questions
for themselves. The book includes contributions from a number of prominent
humanists, such as Stephen Fry, Camila Batmanghelidjh, Philip Pullman, Jim AlKhalili, Natalie Haynes and Shappi Khorsandi, who explain their own philosophy
and tell us what is important to them. Part of the groundbreaking and important
'And Other Big Questions' series, which offers balanced and considered views on
the big issues we face in the world we live in today. Other titles in the series
include: What is Feminism? Why do we need It? Who are Refugees and Migrants?
What Makes People Leave their Homes?
The Greek Ideal and Its Survival
On Humanism
A Beginner's Guide
The Scientific Spirit of American Humanism
The Uses of Humanism
Towards a Philosophical Sociology

Summary: Philosopher Stephen Law explains why humanism--though a rejection
of religion--nevertheless provides both a moral basis and a meaning for our
lives.-publisher description.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE
BOOK OF 2018 ONE OF THE ECONOMIST'S BOOKS OF THE YEAR "My new
favorite book of all time." --Bill Gates If you think the world is coming to an end,
think again: people are living longer, healthier, freer, and happier lives, and while
our problems are formidable, the solutions lie in the Enlightenment ideal of
using reason and science. By the author of the new book, Rationality. Is the
world really falling apart? Is the ideal of progress obsolete? In this elegant
assessment of the human condition in the third millennium, cognitive scientist
and public intellectual Steven Pinker urges us to step back from the gory
headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our psychological biases.
Instead, follow the data: In seventy-five jaw-dropping graphs, Pinker shows that
life, health, prosperity, safety, peace, knowledge, and happiness are on the rise,
not just in the West, but worldwide. This progress is not the result of some
cosmic force. It is a gift of the Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and
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science can enhance human flourishing. Far from being a naïve hope, the
Enlightenment, we now know, has worked. But more than ever, it needs a
vigorous defense. The Enlightenment project swims against currents of human
nature--tribalism, authoritarianism, demonization, magical thinking--which
demagogues are all too willing to exploit. Many commentators, committed to
political, religious, or romantic ideologies, fight a rearguard action against it. The
result is a corrosive fatalism and a willingness to wreck the precious institutions
of liberal democracy and global cooperation. With intellectual depth and literary
flair, Enlightenment Now makes the case for reason, science, and humanism: the
ideals we need to confront our problems and continue our progress.
In this book, Gur Zak examines two central issues in Petrarch's works - his
humanist philosophy and his concept of the self.
This book is a fundamental reassessment of the nature and impact of legal
humanism on the development of law in Europe. It brings together the foremost
international experts in related fields such as legal and intellectual history to
debate central issues
The Case for Reason, Science, Humanism, and Progress
A New Humanism
The Humanities after Humanism
The Case Against Religion and for Humanism
On the Nature and Value of Sociological Knowledge
Humanism as the Next Step

Lucid, readable textbook on one of the most important topics in European
history, the Renaissance.
Religion is currently gaining a much higher profile. The number of faith schools
is increasingly, and religious points of view are being aired more frequently in
the media. As religion's profile rises, those who reject religion, including
humanists, often find themselves misunderstood, and occasionally
misrepresented. Stephen Law explores how humanism uses science and reason
to make sense of the world, looking at how it encourages individual moral
responsibility and shows that life can have meaning without religion.
Challenging some of the common misconceptions, he seeks to dispute the
claims that atheism and humanism are 'faith positions' and that without God
there can be no morality and our lives are left without purpose. Looking at the
history of humanism and its development as a philosophical alternative, he
examines the arguments for and against the existence of God, and explores the
role humanism plays in moral and secular societies, as well as in moral and
religious education. Using humanism to determine the meaning of life, he
shows that there is a positive alternative to traditional religious belief. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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This book provides a short introduction to the philosophy of humanism and
discusses how and why it is being applied to business and why it is so effective
when you do so. You can t understand humanistic business management
unless you understand what humanism is. This book provides a short
introduction to the philosophy of humanism and discusses how and why it is
being applied to business and why it is so effective when you do so. Humanism
helps us prioritize human value as important. It supports positive interpersonal
relationships and collaborative and respectful decision-making. Since all
businesses are in the business of solving problems, good problem solving is
essential to good business. Humanism has already transformed many other
disciplines including psychology, medicine, nursing, and more. Additionally,
humanism is foundational to the practice of human resources, without which
businesses cannot operate. It is important for business managers to understand
the philosophy fully so they can understand how to not only manage people
more effectively, but how to operate their businesses in a way that helps the
communities in which they operate. This book will provide the primer they
need to create more effective and ethical businesses.
Table of contents
What is Humanism? How do you live without a god? And Other Big Questions
for Kids
From Petrarch to Valla
A Primer
Enlightenment Now
Applied Humanism
Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance Europe
Significantly, the book shows why special attention to American liberal religiosity remains
critical to a clear understanding of the scientific spirit in American culture.
The book describes humanism in a systematic and historical perspective. It analyzes its
manifestation and function in cultural studies and its role in the present. Within the book,
special attention is given to the intention of contemporary humanism to overcome ethnocentric elements in the cultural orientation of contemporary living conditions and to
develop humane dimensions of this orientation. This is linked to a fundamental critique of
the current post-human self-understanding of the humanities. Furthermore, the
intercultural aspect in the understanding of humanism is emphasized; for non-Western
cultures also have their own humanistic traditions. Two further aspects are also addressed:
the Holocaust as the most radical challenge to humanistic thinking and the relationship of
humanism to nature. Sitting at the intersection of history and philosophy, the book is
perfect for those exploring humanism from an historical perspective.
Starting with an essay on the Renaissance as the concluding phase of the Middle Ages and
ending with appreciations of Paul Oskar Kristeller, the great twentieth-century scholar of
the Renaissance, this new volume by John Monfasani brings together seventeen articles
that focus both on individuals, such as Erasmus of Rotterdam, Angelo Poliziano, Marsilio
Ficino, and Niccolò Perotti, and on large-scale movements, such as the spread of Italian
humanism, Ciceronianism, Biblical criticism, and the Plato-Aristotle Controversy. In
addition to entering into the persistent debate on the nature of the Renaissance, the
articles in the volume also engage what of late have become controversial topics, namely,
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the shape and significance of Renaissance humanism and the character of the Platonic
Academy in Florence.
Offers new insights into the works of Machiavelli, Shakespeare and especially Hobbes by
focusing on their use of rhetoric.
Pragmatic Humanism
Humanism and Secularization
Theism and Humanism
The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism
Human, All Too (Post)Human
Renaissance Humanism, from the Middle Ages to Modern Times

The first book to deal with all the arguments against religion and, equally
important, to put forward an alternative - humanism
Nothing provided
THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER We all want to lead a happy life.
Traditionally, when in need of guidance, comfort or inspiration, many
people turn to religion. But there has been another way to learn how to live
well - the humanist way - and in today's more secular world, it is more
relevant than ever. In THE LITTLE BOOK OF HUMANISM, Alice Roberts and
Andrew Copson share over two thousand years of humanist wisdom
through an uplifting collection of stories, quotes and meditations on how to
live an ethical and fulfilling life, grounded in reason and humanity. With
universal insights and beautiful original illustrations, THE LITTLE BOOK OF
HUMANISM is a perfect introduction to and a timeless anthology of
humanist thought from some of history and today's greatest thinkers.
humanism /'hju:meniz(e)m/ n. an outlook or system of thought concerned
with human rather than divine or supernatural matters. Albert Einstein,
Isaac Asimov, E.M. Forster, Bertrand Russell, and Gloria Steinem all
declared themselves humanists. What is humanism and why does it
matter? Is there any doctrine every humanist must hold? If it rejects
religion, what does it offer in its place? Have the twentieth century's crimes
against humanity spelled the end for humanism? On Humanism is a timely
and powerfully argued philosophical defence of humanism. It is also an
impassioned plea that we turn to ourselves, not religion, if we want to
answer Socrates' age-old question: what is the best kind of life to lead?
Although humanism has much in common with science, Richard Norman
shows that it is far from a denial of the more mysterious, fragile side of
being human. He deals with big questions such as the environment,
Darwinism and 'creation science', euthanasia and abortion, and then
argues that it is ultimately through the human capacity for art, literature
and the imagination that humanism is a powerful alternative to religious
belief. Drawing on a varied range of examples from Aristotle to Primo Levi
and the novels of Virginia Woolf and Graham Swift, On Humanism is a lucid
and much needed reflection on this much talked about but little understood
phenomenon.
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The Politics of the Human
From Humanism to Hobbes
Understanding Humanism
The Political Humanism of Hannah Arendt
Debating Humanity
Positive Humanism
Through the case studies of two Hungary born humanists, Johannes
Sambucus and Andreas Dudith, this book explores the world of
late-sixteenth century East Central European humanism,
presenting the ways a scholarly culture became meaning and
sellable for a wide group of learned elite.
From the fourteenth to the seventeenth century, humanism played
a key role in European culture. Beginning as a movement based on
the recovery, interpretation and imitation of ancient Greek and
Roman texts and the archaeological study of the physical remains
of antiquity, humanism turned into a dynamic cultural programme,
influencing almost every facet of Renaissance intellectual life.
The fourteen essays in this 1996 volume deal with all aspects of
the movement, from language learning to the development of
science, from the effect of humanism on biblical study to its
influence on art, from its Italian origins to its manifestations
in the literature of More, Sidney and Shakespeare. A detailed
biographical index, and a guide to further reading, are
provided. Overall, The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance
Humanism provides a comprehensive introduction to a major
movement in the culture of early modern Europe.
Second edition of a highly readable synthesis of the major
determining features of the Renaissance.
Humanism views the human as the conscious subject of free will
against the non-human periphery. Posthumanism puts forth a major
change to humanism by undoing the separation of human from nonhuman. Human, All Too (Post)Human argues humanism and posthumanism both normalize capitalism, the obstacle to social
change. The book makes the case that real change is ending class
relations to free humanity from wage labor and place human and
non-human in a new order of being.
The Little Book of Humanism
The University Addresses of Daisaku Ikeda
Humanism: Foundations, Diversities, Developments
Humanism

An elegant and forceful argument that represents the claim to equality as central
to the meaning of being human.
At the end of the Second World War when the horror of the holocaust became
known, Hannah Arendt committed herself to a work of remembrance and
reflection. Intellectual integrity demanded that we comprehend and articulate the
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genesis and meaning of totalitarian terror. What earlier spiritual and moral
collapse had made totalitarian regimes possible? What was the basis of their
evident mass appeal? To what cultural resources and political institutions and
traditions could we turn to prevent their recurrence? After years of profound
study, Arendt concluded that the deepest crisis of the modern world was political
and that the enduring appeal of political mass movements demonstrated how
profound that crisis had become. For Arendt the modern political crisis is also a
crisis of humanism. The radical totalitarian experiment was rooted in two
distorted images of the human being. The agents of terror believed in the
limitless power generated by strategic organization, a power exercised without
restraint and justified by appeal to historical necessity. The victims of terror, by
contrast, were systematically dehumanized by the ruling ideology, and then
brutally deprived of their legal rights and their moral and existential dignity.
Arendtʼs political humanism directly challenges both of these distorted images,
the first because it dangerously inflates human power, the second because it
deliberately subverts human freedom and agency. This book offers a dialectical
account of the political crisis that Arendt identified and shows why her
interpretation of that crisis is especially relevant today. The author also provides
detailed analysis and appraisal of Arendtʼs political humanism, the revisionary
anthropology she based on the politically engaged republican citizen. Finally, the
work distinguishes the merits from the limitations of Arendtʼs genealogical critique
of “our tradition of political thought”, showing that she tended to be right in what
she affirmed and wrong in what she excluded or omitted.
We live in a world of social, political, economic, and religious rupture. Ideologies
polarise to fuel confrontation within communities, nations and regions of the
world. At this point in the twenty-first century, humanism's focus on reason, ethics
and justice offers the potential to rethink and re-engage in new ways. "What Is
Humanism, and Why Does It Matter?" brings together leading humanist thinkers
and activists to examine humanism and how it can work in the world. Humanism
is often misunderstood. The movement includes both atheists and agnostics, who
seek to make ethical sense of the world based on shared human values and a
concern for human welfare, happiness and fulfillment. "What Is Humanism, and
Why Does It Matter?" presents an overview and exploration of the meaning and
nature of humanism, both as a philosophy and as a way of engaging with the
challenges of the world.
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