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When it appeared in 1670, Baruch Spinoza's TheologicalPolitical Treatise was denounced as the most dangerous
book ever published. Religious and secular authorities saw it
as a threat to faith, social and political harmony, and
everyday morality, and its author was almost universally
regarded as a religious subversive and political radical who
sought to spread atheism throughout Europe. Steven Nadler
tells the story of this book: its radical claims and their
background in the philosophical, religious, and political
tensions of the Dutch Golden Age, as well as the vitriolic
reaction these ideas inspired. A vivid story of incendiary ideas
and vicious backlash, A Book Forged in Hell will interest
anyone who is curious about the origin of some of our most
cherished modern beliefs--Jacket p. [2].
Chronicles the story of the nineteenth-century engineer
responsible for the world's first fully operational steampowered submarine and describes his intentions, his early
inspirations, and the problems that complicated his efforts.
One of the key foundation books of the English Reformation,
The Obedience of a Christian Man (1528) makes a radical
challenge to the established order of the all-powerful Church
of its time. Himself a priest, Tyndale boldly claims that there is
just one social structure created by God to which all must be
obedient, without the intervention of the rule of the Pope. He
argues that Christians cannot be saved simply by performing
ceremonies or by hearing the Scriptures in Latin, which most
could not understand, and that all should have access to the
Bible in their own language - an idea that was then both bold
and dangerous. Powerful in thought and theological learning,
this is a landmark in religious and political thinking.
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The definitive translation by Dick Davis of the great national
epic of Iran—now newly revised and expanded to be the most
complete English-language edition A Penguin Classic Dick
Davis—“our pre-eminent translator from the Persian” (The
Washington Post)—has revised and expanded his acclaimed
translation of Ferdowsi’s masterpiece, adding more than 100
pages of newly translated text. Davis’s elegant combination
of prose and verse allows the poetry of the Shahnameh to
sing its own tales directly, interspersed sparingly with clearly
marked explanations to ease along modern readers.
Originally composed for the Samanid princes of Khorasan in
the tenth century, the Shahnameh is among the greatest
works of world literature. This prodigious narrative tells the
story of pre-Islamic Persia, from the mythical creation of the
world and the dawn of Persian civilization through the
seventh-century Arab conquest. The stories of the
Shahnameh are deeply embedded in Persian culture and
beyond, as attested by their appearance in such works as
The Kite Runner and the love poems of Rumi and Hafez. For
more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors,
as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
A Life
Why the Experts Keep Getting it Wrong
The Extraordinary Story of the Submarine Inventor who
Wanted to Save the World
Problems of Prediction and Control From Ancient Times to
the Scientific Revolution
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The Best of All Possible Worlds
A Novel of Queen Elizabeth I

"The King will decide what is treason..."These are
words Catherine Carey has heard before, and
they've always led to the block. As a girl, she saw
her aunt, Anne Boleyn, go to the scaffold. Now she
might see yet another Queen suffer the same fate.
She has to decide. To serve her mistress would be
treason, to abandon her would mean the doom of a
good lady. She knows her duty is to serve her family,
but what about her heart and her conscience? In a
world where any indiscretion can lead to death,
where competition corrupts any friendship, and
where your family is ready to abandon you,
Catherine must stay ahead of the ever-changing
rules. The King is becoming a monster, ready to turn
on those he claimed to love. As a lady-in-waiting,
Catherine sees first hand the danger of the Tudor
court. She finds her dreams changing from grandeur
to the peaceful existence of a country life. However,
when you are part of the great Howard family, the
illegitimate daughter of the King, and cousin to the
future Queen of England, there is no place for you
but court.
An analysis of the volatile relationship between and
ongoing influence of Baruch de Spinoza and
Gottfried Wilhelm Liebniz , cites their role at the
center of intense religious, political, and personal
battles at the onset of the modern age. Reprint.
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Subjective, Intersubjective, Objective is the longawaited third volume of philosophical writings by
Donald Davidson, whose influence on philosophy
since the 1960s has been deep and broad. His first
two collections, published by OUP in the early
1980s, are recognized as contemporary classics.
Now Davidson presents a selection of his work on
knowledge, mind, and language from the 1980s and
the 1990s. We all have knowledge of our own minds,
knowledge of the contents of other minds, and
knowledge of the shared environment. Davidson
examines the nature and status of each of these
three sorts of knowledge, and the connections and
differences among them. Along the way he has
illuminating things to say about truth, human
rationality, and the relations among language,
thought, and the world. This new volume offers a rich
and rewarding feast for anyone interested in
philosophy today, and is essential reading for
anyone working on its central topics.
Renowned for his metaphysics, Spinoza made
significant contributions to understanding the human
mind, the emotions, moral philosophy, and political
philosophy. Beginning with an overview of Spinoza's
life, Michael Della Rocca carefully unpacks and
explains Spinoza's philosophy: his metaphysics of
substance and argument at the center of his whole
system that God is the sole independent substance;
his account of the human mind and its relation to the
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body; his theory that human beings tend towards selfpreservation and his most famous work, the Ethics,
including the problem of free will; and his writings on
the state, religion and scripture. Della Rocca
concludes with a chapter on Spinoza's legacy and
how modern philosophers, Hume, Hegel, and
Nietzsche, responded to Spinoza's challenge. Ideal
for those coming to Spinoza for the first time as well
as those already acquainted with his thought,
Spinoza is essential reading for anyone studying
philosophy.
The Queen's Lady
Ruy Gómez de Silva, Philip II, and the Court of
Spain
The Lady Carey
Global Prosperity and How to Achieve It
The Devil’s Dictionary
The Courtier and the Heretic
Part of the Jewish Encounter series In 1656,
Amsterdam s Jewish community
excommunicated Baruch Spinoza, and, at the age
of twenty‒three, he became the most famous
heretic in Judaism. He was already germinating a
secularist challenge to religion that would be as
radical as it was original. He went on to produce
one of the most ambitious systems in the history of
Western philosophy, so ahead of its time that
scientists today, from string theorists to
neurobiologists, count themselves among
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Spinoza s progeny. In Betraying Spinoza, Rebecca
Goldstein sets out to rediscover the flesh-andblood man often hidden beneath the veneer of
rigorous rationality, and to crack the mystery of the
breach between the philosopher and his Jewish
past. Goldstein argues that the trauma of the
Inquisition s persecution of its forced Jewish
converts plays itself out in Spinoza s philosophy.
The excommunicated Spinoza, no less than his
excommunicators, was responding to Europe s
first experiment with racial anti-Semitism. Here is a
Spinoza both hauntingly emblematic and deeply
human, both heretic and hero̶a surprisingly
contemporary figure ripe for our own uncertain
age.
"In short, Life Is Simple is enthralling."--Michael
Blastland, Prospect A biologist argues that
simplicity is the guiding principle of the universe
Centuries ago, the principle of Ockham s razor
changed our world by showing simpler answers to
be preferable and more often true. In Life Is Simple,
scientist Johnjoe McFadden traces centuries of
discoveries, taking us from a geocentric cosmos to
quantum mechanics and DNA, arguing that
simplicity has revealed profound answers to the
greatest mysteries. This is no coincidence. From the
laws that keep a ball in motion to those that govern
evolution, simplicity, he claims, has shaped the
universe itself. And in McFadden s view, life could
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only have emerged by embracing maximal
simplicity, making the fundamental law of the
universe a cosmic form of natural selection that
favors survival of the simplest. Recasting both the
history of science and our universe s origins,
McFadden transforms our understanding of
ourselves and our world.
Longlisted for the National Book Award. Where did
the ideas come from that became the cornerstone
of American democracy? America s founders
intended to liberate us not just from one king but
from the ghostly tyranny of supernatural religion.
Drawing deeply on the study of European
philosophy, Matthew Stewart brilliantly tracks the
ancient, pagan, and continental ideas from which
America s revolutionaries drew their inspiration.
In the writings of Spinoza, Lucretius, and other
great philosophers, Stewart recovers the true
meanings of Nature s God,
the pursuit of
happiness, and the radical political theory with
which the American experiment in self-government
began.
Michael Frassetto's account of five centuries of
social and spiritual turmoil is a vivid and telling mix
of events, personality and ideas. His cast of
characters includes Bogomil, an obscure priest of
the Balkan countryside who introduced
'Manichaean' ideas to his parishioners; Henry the
monk, the first true heresiarch, who eluded his
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captors and prepared Languedoc for the Cathars;
Valdes the rich merchant who renounced worldly
goods to found the movement that would evolve
into the Waldensian Church; Pierre Autier, last of
the Cathar 'perfects'; and John Wyclif the gentle
Oxford scholar who with his disciple the Czech
priest Jan Hus - the first disinterred from his grave
in an English country churchyard, the other burnt
as an urban spectacle - heralded the Reformation.
This is history replete with passion, terror and hope,
a key to the heart of medieval Europe.
A Book Forged in Hell
Life Is Simple
An Introduction
The Marriage Game
The Obedience of a Christian Man
Leibniz, Spinoza, and the Fate of God in the Modern
World
Rancorous and highly public disagreements between
Isaiah Berlin and Isaac Deutscher escalated to the
point of cruel betrayal in the mid-1960s, yet
surprisingly the details of the episode have escaped
historians’ scrutiny. In this gripping account of the
ideological clash between two of the most influential
scholars of Cold War politics, David Caute uncovers
a hidden story of passionate beliefs, unresolved
antagonism, and the high cost of reprisal to both
victim and perpetrator. Though Deutscher
(1907–1967) and Berlin (1909–1997) had much in
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common—each arrived in England in flight from
totalitarian violence, quickly mastered English, and
found entry into the Anglo-American intellectual
world of the 1950s—Berlin became one of the
presiding voices of Anglo-American liberalism, while
Deutscher remained faithful to his Leninist heritage,
resolutely defending Soviet conduct despite his
rejection of Stalin’s tyranny. Caute combines vivid
biographical detail with an acute analysis of the
issues that divided these two icons of Cold War
politics, and brings to light for the first time the full
severity of Berlin’s action against Deutscher.
In Khwad yn mag. The Middle Persian Book of
Kings Jaakko H meen-Anttila analyses the lost sixthcentury historiographical work of the Sasanians, its
lost Arabic translations, and the sources of
Firdaws 's Sh hn me.
Since the financial crisis of 2008, many of us have
had to reexamine our beliefs about markets and
globalization. How integrated should economies
really be? How much regulation is right? Many
people fuse these two dimensions of choice into one,
either favoring both globalization and
deregulation—or opposing both of them. It doesn’t
have to be that way. In World 3.0, award-winning
author and economist Pankaj Ghemawat reveals the
folly in both of these responses. He calls for a third
worldview—one in which both regulation and crossborder integration coexist and complement one
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another. Ghemawat starts by exposing common
assumptions about globalization to hard data,
proving that the world is not nearly as globalized as
we think. And he explains why the potential gains
from further integration are much larger than even
pro globalizers tend to believe. He then tackles
market failures and fears—job losses, environmental
degradation, macroeconomic volatility, and trade and
capital imbalances—that opponents of globalization
often invoke. Drawing on compelling data, he shows
that increased globalization can actually alleviate
some of these problems. Finally, Ghemawat
describes how a wide range of players—businesses,
policy makers, citizens, media—can help open up
flows of ideas, people, and goods across borders,
but in ways that maximize the benefits and minimize
the potential side effects. World 3.0 dispels
powerfully entrenched—but incorrect—assumptions
about globalization. Provocative and bold, this new
book explains how people around the world can
secure their collective prosperity through new
approaches to cross-border integration. Ghemawat’s
thinking will surprise and move you—no matter
where you stand on globalization.
English translation (1561) of the 1528 text which
portrays Renaissance court society in Italy
A Story of Philosophers, God, and Evil in the Age of
Reason
The Management Myth
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A Famine of Horses
Betraying Spinoza
The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter
World 3.0
The idea that God, understood as the most perfect being,
must create the best possible world is often
underacknowledged by contemporary theologians and
philosophers of religion. This book clearly demonstrates the
rationale for what Justin J. Daeley calls Theistic Optimism
and interacts with the existing literature in order to highlight
its limitations. While locating Theistic Optimism in the
thought of Gottfried Leibniz, Daeley argues that Theistic
Optimism is consistent with divine freedom, aseity, gratitude,
and our typical modal intuitions. By offering plausible
solutions to each of the criticisms levelled against Theistic
Optimism, he also provides a vigorous and original defence
against the charge that it deviates from the Christian
tradition. Engaging with both the Christian tradition and
contemporary theologians and philosophers, Why God Must
Do What is Best positions the idea of Theistic Optimism
firmly within the language of contemporary philosophy of
religion.
Galileo Galilei (1564–1642), his life and his work have been
and continue to be the subject of an enormous number of
scholarly works. One of the con- quences of this is the
proliferation of identities bestowed on this gure of the Italian
Renaissance: Galileo the great theoretician, Galileo the keen
astronomer, Galileo the genius, Galileo the physicist, Galileo
the mathematician, Galileo the solitary thinker, Galileo the
founder of modern science, Galileo the heretic, Galileo the
courtier, Galileo the early modern Archimedes, Galileo the
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Aristotelian, Galileo the founder of the Italian scienti c
language, Galileo the cosmologist, Galileo the Platonist,
Galileo the artist and Galileo the democratic scientist. These
may be only a few of the identities that historians of science
have associated with Galileo. And now: Galileo the engineer!
That Galileo had so many faces, or even identities, seems
hardly plausible. But by focusing on his activities as an
engineer, historians are able to reassemble Galileo in a
single persona, at least as far as his scienti c work is
concerned. The impression that Galileo was an ingenious
and isolated theoretician derives from his scienti c work
being regarded outside the context in which it originated.
The Devil's Dictionary is a satirical dictionary written by
American journalist and author Ambrose Bierce. Originally
published in 1906 as The Cynic's Word Book, it features
Bierce's witty and often ironic spin on many common
English words.
"Good question. The belief in unbelievable things, whether
ghosts or cosmic minds, is incompatible with our most basic
understanding of philosophy. Philosophy is the love of
knowledge, not superstition. I contend, however, that much
of what passes for philosophy is in fact mysticism. Mysticism,
in my view, is based on an abstraction from our ordinary,
healthy way of knowing things. It is a natural dysfunction of
our cognitive apparatus. Philosophy, when understood as
something other than a general and favorable disposition
toward knowledge, that is, when viewed as a specific project
and the source of a privileged sort of knowledge, is just this
sort of mysticism." From the Truth about Everything
Autonomous Nature
Monturiol's Dream
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How Occam's Razor Set Science Free and Shapes the
Universe
Is He Dead?
The Practice of Science in the Culture of Absolutism
Spinoza
A former management consultant traces his rise as an
unlikely business guru, sharing scathing critiques of
popular business authorities from Frederick Taylor to
Tom Peters while offering insights into the management
industry itself.
Discusses the relationship between three great
philosophers of the Age of Reason and their thoughts on
evil and why it existed.
Spinoza's Ethics is one of the most remarkable,
important, and difficult books in the history of philosophy:
a treatise simultaneously on metaphysics, knowledge,
philosophical psychology, moral philosophy, and political
philosophy. It presents, in Spinoza's famous 'geometric
method', his radical views on God, Nature, the human
being, and happiness. In this wide-ranging 2006
introduction to the work, Steven Nadler explains the
doctrines and arguments of the Ethics, and shows why
Spinoza's endlessly fascinating ideas may have been so
troubling to his contemporaries, as well as why they are
still highly relevant today. He also examines the
philosophical background to Spinoza's thought and the
dialogues in which Spinoza was engaged - with his
contemporaries (including Descartes and Hobbes), with
ancient thinkers (especially the Stoics), and with his
Jewish rationalist forebears. His book is written for the
student reader but will also be of interest to specialists in
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early modern philosophy.
London 1527. Marry or serve: for Honor Larke, the
choice is clear. Unwilling to perish of boredom as an
obedient wife, she leaves the home of her guardian to
attend Her Majesty Queen Catherine of Aragon. Angered
by the humiliation heaped upon her mistress as Henry
VIII cavorts with Anne Boleyn and presses Rome for a
divorce, Honor volunteers to carry letters to the Queen's
allies abroad. It's a risky game, and swept into a tide of
intrigue and danger that stretches across Europe, the
Queen's lady is about learn everything about passion,
pride, greed - and the capricious nature of the King.
Subjective, Intersubjective, Objective
A Life Transfigured
Philosophical Essays Volume 3
Joan of Arc
The Book of the Courtier
Shahnameh

Informed by currents in sociology,
cultural anthropology, and literary
theory, Galileo, Courtier is neither a
biography nor a conventional history of
science. In the court of the Medicis
and the Vatican, Galileo fashioned both
his career and his science to the
demands of patronage and its complex
systems of wealth, power, and prestige.
Biagioli argues that Galileo's courtly
role was integral to his science—the
questions he chose to examine, his
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methods, even his conclusions. Galileo,
Courtier is a fascinating cultural and
social history of science highlighting
the workings of power, patronage, and
credibility in the development of
science.
In 1592, Sir Robert Carey, a handsome
courtier, comes north to Carlisle to
take up his new post as Deputy Warden
of the West March. He has wangled his
appointment to be nearer his true love,
a married woman, and far from the
gimlet eyes of his creditors and the
disapproving eye of his father. Sir
Robert is quick to realize he won't see
any perks from the job if he fails to
keep the peace. Alas, he is quickly
challenged by the murder of a local
lad, the possible betrayal of a
disappointed rival, the ire of the
lady's husband, and the question of the
horses – the hundreds of horses being
stolen from all over the neighborhood.
It's hard to say whether the greater
danger lies without the city walls
amidst the scheming Scots – or within,
amidst the unruly English garrison.
The profoundly inspiring and fully
documented saga of Joan of Arc, the
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young peasant girl whose "voices" moved
her to rally the French nation and a
reluctant king against British invaders
in 1428, has fascinated artistic
figures as diverse as William
Shakespeare, Mark Twain, Voltaire,
George Bernard Shaw, Bertolt Brecht,
Carl Dreyer, and Robert Bresson. Was
she a divinely inspired saint? A
schizophrenic? A demonically possessed
heretic, as her persecutors and captors
tried to prove? Every era must retell
and reimagine the Maid of Orleans's
extraordinary story in its own way, and
in Joan of Arc: A Life Transfigured,
the superb novelist and memoirist
Kathryn Harrison gives us a Joan for
our time—a shining exemplar of
unshakable faith, extraordinary
courage, and self-confidence during a
brutally rigged ecclesiastical
inquisition and in the face of her
death by burning. Deftly weaving
historical fact, myth, folklore,
artistic representations, and centuries
of scholarly and critical
interpretation into a compelling
narrative, she restores Joan of Arc to
her rightful position as one of the
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greatest heroines in all of human
history.
Ruy Gómez de Silva, or the prince of
Eboli, was one of the central figures
at the court of Spain in the sixteenth
century. Thanks to his oily affability,
social grace, and an uncanny knack for
anticipating and catering to the
desires of his prince, he rose from
obscurity to become the favorite and
chief minister of Philip II. From the
scattered surviving sources James
Boyden weaves a vivid, compelling
narrative: one that breathes life not
only into Ruy Gómez, but into the
court, the era, and the enigmatic
character of Phillip II as well.
Elegantly written and highly readable,
this book discovers in the career of
Gómez the techniques, aspirations, and
mentality of an accomplished courtier
in the age of Castiglione. This title
is part of UC Press's Voices Revived
program, which commemorates University
of California Press’s mission to seek
out and cultivate the brightest minds
and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893,
Voices Revived makes high-quality, peerPage 17/25
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reviewed scholarship accessible once
again using print-on-demand technology.
This title was originally published in
1995.
Galileo, Courtier
Twelfth Transforming
The Covert Punishment of a Cold War
Heretic
Nature's God: The Heretical Origins of
the American Republic
The Road to Inner Freedom
Spinoza's 'Ethics'
Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) was one of the
most important philosophers of all time; he
was also arguably the most radical and
controversial. This was the first complete
biography of Spinoza in any language and is
based on detailed archival research. More
than simply recounting the story of Spinoza's
life, the book takes the reader right into
the heart of Jewish Amsterdam in the
seventeenth century and, with Spinoza's exile
from Judaism, right into the midst of the
tumultuous political, social, intellectual
and religious world of the young Dutch
Republic. Though the book will be an
invaluable resource for philosophers,
historians, and scholars of Jewish thought,
it has been written for any member of the
general reading public with a serious
interest in philosophy, Jewish history,
seventeenth-century European history, and the
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culture of the Dutch Golden Age. Spinoza: A
Life has recently been awarded the Koret
Jewish Book Award.
In this compelling novel of Tudor drama and
suspense, acclaimed author Alison Weir brings
to life one of England’s most scandalous
royal love affairs: the romance between the
“Virgin Queen” Elizabeth I and her courtier
Lord Robert Dudley. Only twenty-five and
newly crowned, Elizabeth vows to rule the
country as both queen and king. But her
counselors continually press her to form an
advantageous marriage and produce an heir.
Though none of the suitors have yet worked
their way to her throne, the dashing—though
married—Lord Robert lays claim to Elizabeth’s
heart. Their flagrant flirting, their
unescorted outings, and the appointment of
Lord Robert to Master of Horse inspire
whispers through the court, and even rumors
that Elizabeth has secretly given birth to
Lord Robert’s child. Events take a dark turn
when Robert’s wife is found dead. Universal
shock is followed by accusations of murder.
Despite the scandal, Elizabeth and Robert
manage to navigate the choppy political,
economic, and religious waters around them.
But the greatest obstacle to marriage between
the Queen and her true love may come not from
outside forces, but from within. With
intricate period detail and captivating
prose, Alison Weir explores one of history’s
most provocative “Did they or didn’t they?”
debates. The Marriage Game maneuvers through
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the alliances, duplicities, intrigue, and
emotions of a woman intent on
sovereignty—over her country and herself.
Praise for The Marriage Game “Entrancing . .
. Weir manages to weave actual history and
the imagined kind together
seamlessly.”—Huntington News “Weir’s credible
characters and blend of the personal and
political will sweep up readers of this
engrossing behind-the-scenes psychological
portrait of Elizabeth.”—Publishers Weekly
“Based on historical events, letters and
conjecture, Weir paints a fascinating picture
of Elizabeth’s years as queen. . . . There is
enough drama here for a PBS series.”—RT Book
Reviews “Weir’s impeccable reputation as both
a historian and a master storyteller
guarantees a huge audience for another
intriguing Tudor-themed tale.”—Booklist
Praise for Alison Weir A Dangerous
Inheritance “A juicy mix of romance, drama
and Tudor history . . . pure bliss for
today’s royal watchers.”—Ladies’ Home Journal
“Highly compelling [with] plenty to keep
readers enthralled.”—Historical Novel Review
Captive Queen “Should be savored . . . Weir
wastes no time captivating her
audience.”—Seattle Post-Intelligencer
“Stunning . . . As always, Weir renders the
bona fide plot twists of her heroine’s life
with all the mastery of a thriller author,
marrying historical fact with licentious
fiction.”—The Denver Post The Lady Elizabeth
“Intrigue and maneuverings. Scandal. Schemers
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and innocents put to death. [This] history of
Tudor England is an engrossing story. . . .
Weir marries conjecture with what is known
about the life of Elizabeth I from childhood
to coronation, and it makes for ripping good
reading.”—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel “A
compelling, even irresistible,
read.”—Booklist (starred review)
How and why do we spend so much time talking
about forgotten books, books we've skimmed or
books we've only heard about? In this
mischievous and provocative book, Pierre
Bayard contends that the truly cultivated
person does not need to read books:
understanding their place in our culture is
enough.
The itinerant Neoplatonic scholar Giordano
Bruno (1548?1600), one of the most
fascinating figures of the Renaissance, was
burned at the stake for heresy by the
Inquisition in Rome on Ash Wednesday in 1600.
The primary evidence against him was the book
Spaccio de la bestia trionfante, a daring
indictment of the church that abounded in
references to classical Greek mythology,
Egyptian religion (especially the worship of
Isis), Hermeticism, magic, and astrology. The
author ofømore than sixty works on
mathematics, science, ethics, philosophy,
metaphysics, the art of memory, and esoteric
mysticism, Bruno had a profound impact on
Western thought.
The Persian Book of Kings
How To Talk About Books You Haven't Read
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The Renegade Jew Who Gave Us Modernity
Galileo Engineer
An Irreverent History of Philosophy
Medieval Heresy from Bogomil and the Cathars
to Wyclif and Hus
A group of impoverished artists living in
France stage the death of a friend to
increase the value of his paintings and then
must engage in cross-dressing, deception, and
romantic intrigue in order to make their plot
succeed.
Both Baruch de Spinoza and Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz were at the centre of an intense
religious, political and personal battle that
gave birth to the modern age. Their
characters and ways of life defined their
philosophies, but Leibniz became obsessed
with Spinoza's writings, leading to a titanic
clash of beliefs.
"Exhilarating…Stewart has achieved a near
impossibility, creating a page-turner about
jousting metaphysical ideas, casting thinkers
as warriors." —Liesl Schillinger, New York
Times Book Review Once upon a time,
philosophy was a dangerous business—and for
no one more so than for Baruch Spinoza, the
seventeenth-century philosopher vilified by
theologians and political authorities
everywhere as “the atheist Jew.” As his
inflammatory manuscripts circulated
underground, Spinoza lived a humble existence
in The Hague, grinding optical lenses to make
ends meet. Meanwhile, in the glittering
salons of Paris, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
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was climbing the ladder of courtly success.
In between trips to the opera and
groundbreaking work in mathematics,
philosophy, and jurisprudence, he took every
opportunity to denounce Spinoza, relishing
his self-appointed role as “God’s attorney.”
In this exquisitely written philosophical
romance of attraction and repulsion, greed
and virtue, religion and heresy, Matthew
Stewart gives narrative form to an epic
contest of ideas that shook the seventeenth
century—and continues today.
In The Twelfth Transforming, bestselling
author Pauline Gedge returns to ancient Egypt
to reveal the mysterious reign of Akhenaten,
the impetuous pharaoh who threatened to ruin
his country. The dramatic story of
Akhenaten's disastrous ruling is also the
tale of Empress Tiye, a mother struggling to
save her land from the catastrophe of her
son's choices. Gedge's vivid descriptions of
imperial court life among the lushness of the
Nile and the desiccation of the desert lands
will enthrall readers seeking an evocative
tale of power, dynasty, family and curses,
all set in the enchanting world of ancient
Egypt.
Khwadāynāmag The Middle Persian Book of Kings
A Portrait of Descartes
The Truth about Everything
A Philosophical Investigation of Theistic
Optimism
Heretic Lives
Courtier and the King
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A unique combination of philosophy, biography, and
art history. The philosopher, the priest, and the
painter investigates the remarkable individuals and
the circumstances behind a small portrait.
Autonomous Nature investigates the history of
nature as an active, often unruly force in tension
with nature as a rational, logical order from ancient
times to the Scientific Revolution of the seventeenth
century. Along with subsequent advances in
mechanics, hydrodynamics, thermodynamics, and
electromagnetism, nature came to be perceived as
an orderly, rational, physical world that could be
engineered, controlled, and managed. Autonomous
Nature focuses on the history of unpredictability,
why it was a problem for the ancient world through
the Scientific Revolution, and why it is a problem for
today. The work is set in the context of vignettes
about unpredictable events such as the eruption of
Mt. Vesuvius, the Bubonic Plague, the Lisbon
Earthquake, and efforts to understand and predict
the weather and natural disasters. This book is an
ideal text for courses on the environment,
environmental history, history of science, or the
philosophy of science.
The Expulsion of the Triumphant Beast
The Courtier and the Heretic: Leibniz, Spinoza, and
the Fate of God in the Modern World
A Comedy in Three Acts
Isaac and Isaiah
Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the
Secular Age
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