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The Cabaret Of Plants Forty Thousand Years
Of Plan
'One of our greatest nature writers' Guardian For over fifty years, Richard
Mabey has been a pioneering voice in modern nature writing. This book
collects pieces across his rich career, tracing his continually evolving ideas
as much as the profound changes in our environment. From the rediscovery
of food foraging in the 1970s, to reflections on the musicality of birdsong,
these essays show Mabey's passionate belief that our planet is a
commonwealth for all species, and that our reconnection with the living
world is more vital than ever. 'Richard Mabey is among the best writers at
work in Britain' Tim Dee 'Poised where nature meets culture, [Mabey] is
knowledgeable, politically savvy and wry, and an excellent naturalist' New
Statesman
A highly original collection of high magnification photographs that unlock
the hidden beauty of seeds and fruit, from the author of Microsculpture The
Hidden Beauty of Seeds & Fruits is a photographic study that celebrates
the wonders of nature and science in mind-blowing magnification. Levon
Biss’ striking photography captures the breathtaking and beautiful details
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of the world of carpology, the study of seeds and fruits. Each picture
reveals minute features and textures that are normally invisible to the
naked eye, providing the audience with an insight into strange and often
bizarre adaptations that have evolved over thousands of years. After
spending months searching through the carpological collection at the Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Biss selected over a hundred striking samples
to be featured in this book. Captioned with scientific text that provides the
backstory for each specimen, The Hidden Beauty of Seeds & Fruits is
guaranteed to amaze, entertain, and educate.
This book offers a good introduction to the biology and chemistry of aging.
It emphasizes on cellular aging, and covers different areas and theories
which deal with the mechanism of aging.
Described as 'Britain's greatest living nature writer', Richard Mabey has
revealed his passion for the natural world in eloquent stories for BBC
Wildlife Magazine. This volume features his favourite pieces and presents a
fascinating and inspiring view of the changing natural landscape in which
we live. Peppered throughout with references to the heritage of nature
writing, and great writers from Richard Jefferies and John Clare to Roger
Deakin and Robert MacFarlane, A Brush With Nature is part memoir, part
nature journal, part social history, giving us a unique insight into a nature
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lover's reflections over a quarter of a century.
How Artificial Intelligence Is Redefining Who We Are
Our Native Bees
The Cabaret of Plants
The Curious Stories of 43 Amazing North American Native Plants
Hybrid
A Good Parcel of English Soil
Recipes for Cooking and Eating the French Way
Have you ever wondered why we eat wheat, rice, potatoes and
cassava? Why we routinely domesticate foodstuffs with the power
to kill us, or why we chose almonds over acorns? Answering all
these questions and more in a readable and friendly style, this
book takes you on a journey through our history with crop
plants. Arranged into recurrent themes in plant domestication,
this book documents the history and biology of over 50 crops,
including cereals, spices, legumes, fruits and cash crops such
as chocolate, tobacco and rubber.
First Minds: Caterpillars, 'Karyotes, and Consciousness presents
a novel theory of the origins of mind and consciousness dubbed
the Cellular Basis of Consciousness (CBC). It argues that
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sentience emerged with life itself. The most primitive
unicellular species of bacteria are conscious, though it is a
sentience of a primitive kind. They have minds, though they are
tiny and limited in scope. Hints that cells might be conscious
can be found in the writings of a few cell biologists but a
fully developed theory has never been put forward before. Other
approaches to the origins of consciousness are examined and
shown to be seriously or fatally flawed, specifically approaches
based on: (a) the assumption that minds are computational and
can be captured by an Artificial Intelligence, (b) efforts to
discover the neuro-correlates of mental experiences and, (c)
looking for consciousness in less complex species by identifying
those that have precursors of those neuro-correlates. Reber
shows how each of these approaches is shown to be either
essentially impossible (the AI models) or so burdened by
philosophical and empirical difficulties that they are
effectively unworkable. The CBC approach is developed using
standard models of evolutionary biology. The remarkable
repertoire of single-celled species that micro- and cellbiologists have discovered is reviewed. Bacteria, for example,
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have sophisticated sensory and perceptual systems, learn, form
memories, make decisions based on information about their
environment relative to internal metabolic states, communicate
with each other, and even show a primitive form of altruism. All
such functions are indicators of sentience. Finally, the
implications of the CBC model are discussed along with a number
of related issues in evolutionary biology, philosophy of mind,
the possibility of sentient plants, the ethical repercussions of
universal animal sentience, and the long-range impact of
adopting the CBC stance.
A New Statesman Essential Non-Fiction Book of 2021 What kind of
creature is a human? If we don't know what we are, how can we
know how to act? In Being a Human Charles Foster sets out to
understand what a human is, inhabiting the sensory worlds of
humans at three pivotal moments in our history. Foster begins
his quest in a wood in Derbyshire with his son, shivering,
starving and hunting, trying to find a way of experiencing the
world that recognises the deep expanse of time when we
understood ourselves as hunter-gatherers, indivisible from the
non-human world, and when modern consciousness was first
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ignited. From there he travels to the Neolithic, when we tamed
animals, plants and ourselves, to a way of being defined by
walls, fences, farms, sky gods and slaughterhouses, and finally
to the rarefied world of the Enlightenment, when we decided that
the universe was a machine and we were soulless cogs within it.
Offers a comprehensive introduction to the environmental
humanities. It addresses the 21st century recognition of an
environmental crisis.
North America’s Endangered Pollinators and the Fight to Save
Them
Fiction and the Sixth Mass Extinction
Merpeople
The Unofficial Countryside
The Story of Outlaw Plants
Caterpillars, Karyotes, and Consciousness
The Botanical Photography of Levon Biss

The Land Speaks explores the intersection of two vibrant fields, oral history and
environmental studies. Ranging across farm and forest, city and wilderness, river
and desert, this collection of fourteen oral histories gives voice to nature and the
stories it has to tell. These essays consider topics as diverse as environmental
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activism, wilderness management, public health, urban exploring, and smoke
jumping. They raise questions about the roles of water, neglected urban spaces,
land ownership concepts, protectionist activism, and climate change. Covering
almost every region of the United States and part of the Caribbean, Lee and
Newfont and their diverse collection of contributors address the particular
contributions oral history can make toward understanding issues of public land
and the environment. In the face of global warming and events like the Flint water
crisis, environmental challenges are undoubtedly among the most pressing
issues of our time. These essays suggest that oral history can serve both
documentary and problem-solving functions as we grapple with these challenges.
First published in Great Britain in 2015 under the title: The cabaret of plants:
botany and the imagination.
International Herb Association's 2017 Thomas DeBaggio Book Award Winner
2016 Silver Nautilus Book Award Winner History, literature, and botany meet in
this charming tour of how humans have relied on plants to nourish, shelter, heal,
clothe, and even entertain us. Did you know that during World War II, the US
Navy paid kids to collect milkweed’s fluffy white floss, which was then used as
filling for life preservers? And Native Americans in the deserts of the Southwest
traditionally crafted tattoo needles from prickly pear cactus spines. These are just
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two of the dozens of tidbits that Tammi Hartung highlights in the tales of 43 native
North American flowers, herbs, and trees that have rescued and delighted us for
centuries.
The ultimate gift for gardeners and art-lovers, featuring 300 of the most beautiful
and pioneering botanical images ever Following in the footsteps of the
international bestseller Map: Exploring the World, this fresh and visually stunning
survey celebrates the extraordinary beauty and diversity of plants. It combines
photographs and cutting-edge micrograph scans with watercolours, drawings,
and prints to bring this universally popular and captivating subject vividly to life.
Carefully selected by an international panel of experts and arranged in a uniquely
structured sequence to highlight thought-provoking contrasts and similarities, this
stunning compilation of botanically themed images includes iconic work by
celebrated artists, photographers, scientists, and botanical illustrators, as well as
rare and previously unpublished images.
The Hidden Beauty of Seeds & Fruits
The Handy Science Answer Book
Re-Orienting the Fairy Tale
Wellness and Longevity
A Human History
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Being a Human
Seeing Trees

Identifies hundreds of herbs, explains their main uses, and tells how to cultivate a herb garden
The true story—and true glories—of the plants we love to hate From dandelions to crabgrass, stinging
nettles to poison ivy, weeds are familiar, pervasive, widely despised, and seemingly invincible. How did
they come to be the villains of the natural world? And why can the same plant be considered beautiful
in some places but be deemed a menace in others? In Weeds, renowned nature writer Richard Mabey
embarks on an engaging journey with the verve and historical breadth of Michael Pollan. Weaving
together the insights of botanists, gardeners, artists, and writers with his own travels and lifelong
fascination, Mabey shows how these "botanical thugs" can destroy ecosystems but also can restore war
zones and derelict cities; he reveals how weeds have been portrayed, from the "thorns and thistles" of
Genesis to Shakespeare, Walden, and Invasion of the Body Snatchers; and he explains how kudzu
overtook the American South, how poppies sprang up in First World War battlefields, and how
"American weed" replaced the forests of Vietnam ravaged by Agent Orange. Hailed as "a profound
and sympathetic meditation on weeds in relation to human beings" (Sunday Times), Weeds shows how
useful these unloved plants can be, from serving as the first crops and medicines, to bur-dock inspiring
the invention of Velcro, to cow parsley becoming the latest fashionable wedding adornment. Mabey
argues that we have caused plants to become weeds through our reckless treatment of the earth, and he
delivers a provocative defense of the plants we love to hate.
Of all our childhood memories, few are quite as thrilling, or as tactile, as those of climbing trees.
Scampering up the rough trunk, spying on the world from the cool green shelter of the canopy, lying on
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a limb and looking up through the leaves at the summer sun almost made it seem as if we were made
for trees, and trees for us.Even in adulthood, trees retain their power, from the refreshing way their
waves of green break the monotony of a cityscape to the way their autumn transformations take our
breath away. In this lavishly illustrated volume, the trees that have enriched our lives finally get their
full due, through a focus on the humble leaves that serve, in a sense, as their public face. The Book of
Leaves offers a visually stunning and scientifically engaging guide to six hundred of the most
impressive and beautiful leaves from around the world. Each leaf is reproduced here at its actual size,
in full color, and is accompanied by an explanation of the range, distribution, abundance, and habitat
of the tree on which it’s found. Brief scientific and historical accounts of each tree and related species
include fun-filled facts and anecdotes that broaden its portrait. The Henry’s Maple, for instance,
found in China and named for an Irish doctor who collected leaves there, bears little initial
resemblance to the statuesque maples of North America, from its diminutive stature to its unusual
trifoliolate leaves. Or the Mediterranean Olive, which has been known to live for more than 1,500
years and whose short, narrow leaves only fall after two or three years, pushed out in stages by the
emergence of younger leaves. From the familiar friends of our backyards to the giants of deep woods,
The Book of Leaves brings the forest to life—and to our living rooms—as never before.
Have you ever wondered why New Zealand's plants and animals are so different from those in other
countries? Why kakapo is the only parrot in the world that cannot fly, or why the kiwi lives here and
nowhere else? New Zealand is an extraordinary place, unique on earth, and the remarkable story of
how and why life evolved here is the subject of Ghosts of Gondwana. The challenge of explaining New
Zealand's natural origins is picked up in this fully revised edition of the popular award-winning book.
It presents the latest scientific research in highly readable form, highlighting studies that reveal the
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deep historical background of our landscapes, fauna and flora - from ancient frogs and moa to
delicate insects and the magnificent southern beech forests. It introduces the latest discoveries and
resolves past issues like the 'Oligocene drowning' hypothesis. Exciting fossil discoveries are revealed
and new scientific technologies and approaches to the discipline of historical biogeography are
discussed - approaches that range from undersea geology to molecular clocks - and it inevitably draws
attention to the debates and conflicts that distinguish different schools of opinion in this holistic
branch of theoretical science. This revision incorporates the results of 10 years of intensive scientific
research and includes four entirely new chapters to: focus on 'yesterday's maps' to draw attention to
the ephemeral islands in our history that have possibly acted as stepping stones for terrestrial animals
and plants but today have sunk into the sea; incorporate the author's own special interest in an ancient
group of 'jaw-moths', unknown and unnoticed by most people but with a strong message that New
Zealand is part of the world when it comes to explaining where our fauna have come from; present
recent research findings on our huge flightless birds, the ratites; and include New Zealand's terrestrial
molluscs into the story. Ghosts of Gondwana identifies New Zealand as one of the most challenging
places on earth to explain, but it's readable, engaging style and revised illustrations render this oftencontroversial discipline of science into a format that is accessible to any reader with an interest in
natural history and the unique environment of New Zealand.
The Book of Leaves
Elephant Reflections
Narrative in an Era of Loss
Turning the Boat for Home
Contemporary Adaptations across Cultures
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How We Came to Eat the Plants We Do
The Nature of Crops
New approaches to decenter Eurocentric perspectives in fairy tales and lift up
storytelling cultures across the globe.
Informative, easy-to-use guide to everyday science questions, concepts and
fundamentals celebrates its twenty-fifth year and over one million copies sold!
Science is everywhere, and it affects everything! DNA and CRISPR. Artificial
sweeteners. Sea level changes caused by melting glaciers. Gravitational waves.
Bees in a colony. The human body. Microplastics. The largest active volcano.
Designer dog breeds. Molecules. The length of the Grand Canyon. Viruses and
retroviruses. The weight of a cloud. Forces, motion, energy, and inertia. It can often
seem complex and complicated, but it need not be so difficult to understand. The
thoroughly updated and completely revised fifth edition of The Handy Science
Answer Book makes science and its impact on the world fun and easy to
understand. Clear, concise, and straightforward, this informative primer covers
hundreds of intriguing topics, from the basics of math, physics, and chemistry to
the discoveries being made about the human body, stars, outer space, rivers,
mountains, and our entire planet. It covers plants, animals, computers, planes,
trains, and cars. This friendly resource answers more than 1,600 of the most
frequently asked, most interesting, and most unusual science questions, including
... When was a symbol for the concept of zero first used? How large is a google?
Why do golf balls have dimples? What is a chemical bond? What is a light-year?
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What was the grand finale of the Cassini mission? How many exoplanets have been
discovered? Where is the deepest cave in the United States? How long is the Grand
Canyon? What is the difference between weather and climate? What causes a red
tide? What is cell cloning and how is it used in scientific research? How did humans
evolve? Do pine trees keep their needles forever? What is the most abundant
group of organisms? How do insects survive the winter in cold climates? Which
animals drink seawater? Why do geese fly in formation? What is FrogWatch? Why
do cats’ eyes shine in the dark? Which industries release the most toxic chemicals?
What causes most wildfires in the United States? Which woman received the Nobel
Prize in two different fields (two different years)? What is the difference between
science and technology? For anyone wanting to know how the universe, Earth,
plants, animals, and human beings work and fit into our world, this informative
book also includes a helpful bibliography, and an extensive index, adding to its
usefulness. It will help anyone’s science questions!
David Crystal's classic English as a Global Language considers the history, present
status and future of the English language, focusing on its role as the leading
international language. English has been deemed the most 'successful' language
ever, with 1500 million speakers internationally, presenting a difficult task to those
who wish to investigate it in its entirety. However, Crystal explores the subject in a
measured but engaging way, always backing up observations with facts and
figures. Written in a detailed and fascinating manner, this is a book written by an
expert both for specialists in the subject and for general readers interested in the
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English language.
Does it make sense to refer to bird song--a complex vocalization, full of repetitive
and transformative patterns that are carefully calculated to woo a mate--as art?
What about a pack of wolves howling in unison or the cacophony made by an
entire rain forest? Redefining music as "the art of possibly animate things," Musical
Vitalities charts a new path for music studies that blends musicological methods
with perspectives drawn from the life sciences. In opposition to humanist
approaches that insist on a separation between culture and nature--approaches
that appear increasingly untenable in an era defined by human-generated climate
change--Musical Vitalities treats music as one example of the cultural practices and
biotic arts of the animal kingdom rather than as a phenomenon categorically
distinct from nonhuman forms of sonic expression. The book challenges the human
exceptionalism that has allowed musicologists to overlook music's structural
resemblances to the songs of nonhuman species, the intricacies of music's
physiological impact on listeners, and the many analogues between music's formal
processes and those of the dynamic natural world. Through close readings of
Austro-German music and aesthetic writings that suggest wide-ranging analogies
between music and nature, Musical Vitalities seeks to both rekindle the critical
potential of nineteenth-century music and rejoin the humans at the center of the
humanities with the nonhumans whose evolutionary endowments and planetary
fates they share.
Design and Heritage
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In Defense of Nature's Most Unloved Plants
Weeds
The Land Speaks
Primrose
The History of Life in New Zealand
Food for Free
For centuries the common primrose has spread breathtaking carpets of pale lemon yellow across the
globe. They are flowers of the field, hedgerow and meadow, and one of the most important garden
flowers. Abundant, edible and beneficial for many ailments, they have supported civilization’s social
and cultural foundations. As harbingers of spring, they have captured the attention of gardeners, plant
breeders and scientists, while artists and poets have found them essential as both subject matter and
muse; William Shakespeare introduced us to the ‘the primrose path’, a pleasurable but destructive
route, in several of his plays, and Charles Darwin spent over 30 years working with primroses to solve
an elegant evolutionary mystery. This is the story of how primroses became so successful, circling the
Earth, adapting to human civilization, and yet holding their own on inaccessible craggy summits where
they may never be seen. Bringing together stories, facts and folklore from around the world, this is a
delightful guide to this hugely popular flower.
People have been fascinated by merpeople and merfolk since ancient times. From the sirens of Homer’s
Odyssey to Hans Christian Andersen’s The Little Mermaid and the film Splash, myths, stories, and
legends of half-human, half-fish creatures abound. In modern times “mermaiding” has gained
popularity among cosplayers throughout the world. In Merpeople: A Human History, Vaughn Scribner
traces the long history of mermaids and mermen, taking in a wide variety of sources and using 117
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striking images. From film to philosophy, church halls to coffee houses, ancient myth to modern science,
Scribner shows that mermaids and tritons are—and always have been—everywhere.
Design and Heritage provides the first extended study of heritage from the point of view of design
history. Exploring the material objects and spaces that contribute to our experience of heritage, the
volume also examines the processes and practices that shape them. Bringing together 18 case studies,
written by authors from the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Brazil, Norway, India, South
Africa, Australia and New Zealand, the book questions how design functions to produce heritage.
Including provocative case studies of objects that reinterpret visual symbols of cultural identity and
buildings and monuments that evoke feelings of national pride and historical memory, as well as
landscapes embedded with trauma, contributors consider how we can work to develop adequate shared
conceptual models of heritage and apply them to design and its histories. Exploring the distinction
between tangible and intangible heritages, the chapters consider what these categories mean for design
history and heritage. Finally, the book questions whether it might be possible to promote a truly
equitable understanding of heritage that illuminates the social, cultural and economic roles of design.
Design and Heritage demonstrates that design historical methods of inquiry contribute significantly to
critical heritage studies. Academics, researchers and students engaged in the study of heritage, design
history, material culture, folklore, art history, architectural history and social and cultural history will
find much to interest them within the pages of the book.
"áA TABLE is a cookbook and stylish guide to gathering and sharing a meal the French way, with 125
repertoire-building recipes inspired by the modern, multicultural French kitchen"-Botany and the Imagination
How to Use Herbs for Healing, Nutrition, Body Care, and Relaxation
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Ghosts of Gondwana
A New Introduction
A History of the Orchid
English as a Global Language
Ventures in a Biotic Aesthetics of Music

A groundbreaking narrative on the urgency of ethically designed AI and a
guidebook to reimagining life in the era of intelligent technology. The Age of
Intelligent Machines is upon us, and we are at a reflection point. The proliferation
of fast–moving technologies, including forms of artificial intelligence akin to a new
species, will cause us to confront profound questions about ourselves. The era of
human intellectual superiority is ending, and we need to plan for this monumental
shift. A Human Algorithm: How Artificial Intelligence Is Redefining Who We Are
examines the immense impact intelligent technology will have on humanity.
These machines, while challenging our personal beliefs and our socioeconomic
world order, also have the potential to transform our health and well–being,
alleviate poverty and suffering, and reveal the mysteries of intelligence and
consciousness. International human rights attorney Flynn Coleman deftly argues
that it is critical that we instill values, ethics, and morals into our robots,
algorithms, and other forms of AI. Equally important, we need to develop and
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implement laws, policies, and oversight mechanisms to protect us from tech’s
insidious threats. To realize AI’s transcendent potential, Coleman advocates for
inviting a diverse group of voices to participate in designing our intelligent
machines and using our moral imagination to ensure that human rights, empathy,
and equity are core principles of emerging technologies. Ultimately, A Human
Algorithm is a clarion call for building a more humane future and moving
conscientiously into a new frontier of our own design. “[Coleman] argues that the
algorithms of machine learning––if they are instilled with human ethics and
values––could bring about a new era of enlightenment.” —San Francisco
Chronicle
Have you ever looked at a tree? That may sound like a silly question, but there is
so much more to notice about a tree than first meets the eye. Seeing Trees
celebrates seldom seen but easily observable tree traits and invites you to watch
trees with the same care and sensitivity that birdwatchers watch birds. Many
people, for example, are surprised to learn that oaks and maples have flowers,
much less flowers that are astonishingly beautiful when viewed up close.
Focusing on widely grown trees, this captivating book describes the rewards of
careful and regular tree viewing, outlines strategies for improving your
observations, and describes some of the most visually interesting tree structures,
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including leaves, flowers, buds, leaf scars, twigs, and bark. In-depth profiles of
ten familiar species—including such beloved trees as white oak, southern
magnolia, white pine, and tulip poplar—show you how to recognize and
understand many of their most compelling (but usually overlooked) physical
features.
Fiction and the Sixth Mass Extinction is one of the first works to focus specifically
on fiction’s engagements with human driven extinction. Drawing together a
diverse group of scholars and approaches, this volume pairs established voices
in the field with emerging scholars and traditionally recognized climate fiction ('clifi') with texts and media typically not associated with Anthropocene fictions. The
result is a volume that both engages with and furthers existing work on
Anthropocene fiction as well as laying groundwork for the budding subfield of
extinction fiction. This volume takes up the collective insistence on the centrality
of story to extinction studies. In various and disparate ways, each chapter
engages with the stories we tell about extinction, about the extinction of animal
and plant life, and about the extinction of human life itself. Answering the call to
action of extinction studies, these chapters explore what kinds of humanity
caused this event and what kinds may live through it; what cultural assumptions
and values led to this event and which ones could lead out of it; what
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relationships between human life and this planet allowed the sixth mass
extinction and what alternative relationships could be possible.
Presents a pictorial celebration of the elephant, moving from the informative to
the purely aesthetic, and introduces the natural history and conservation of the
animal as well as the politics of the ivory trade.
The Cambridge Companion to Environmental Humanities
A Table
A Brush With Nature
Musical Vitalities
The First Minds
A Human Algorithm
A life writing about nature
An engaging account of humanity's growing fascination with
orchids from ancient times onward, together with a
biographical gallery of 50 great scientists, naturalists, and
explorers who contributed to our knowledge of orchids. The
nomenclature and bibliography have been updated for this
edition.
In The Cabaret of Plants, Mabey explores the plant species
Page 20/29

File Type PDF The Cabaret Of Plants Forty Thousand Years Of Plan
which have challenged our imaginations, awoken our wonder,
and upturned our ideas about history, science, beauty and
belief. Picked from every walk of life, they encompass crops,
weeds, medicines, religious gathering-places and a water lily
named after a queen. Beginning with pagan cults and creation
myths, the cultural significance of plants has burst upwards,
sprouting into forms as diverse as the panacea (the cure-all
plant ginseng, a single root of which can cost up to $10,000),
Newton's apple, the African 'vegetable elephant' or boabab and the mystical, night-flowering Amazonian cactus, the
moonflower. Ranging widely across science, art and cultural
history, poetry and personal experience, Mabey puts plants
centre stage, and reveals a true botanical cabaret, a world of
tricksters, shape-shifters and inspired problem-solvers, as well
as an enthralled audience of romantics, eccentric amateur
scientists and transgressive artists. The Cabaret of Plants
celebrates the idea that plants are not simply 'the furniture of
the planet', but vital, inventive, individual beings worthy of
respect - and that to understand this may be the best way of
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preserving life together on Earth.
A New York Times 2018 Holiday Gift Selection Honey bees get
all the press, but the fascinating story of North America’s
native bees—an endangered species essential to our ecosystems
and food supplies—is just as crucial. Through interviews with
farmers, gardeners, scientists, and bee experts, Our Native
Bees explores the importance of native bees and focuses on why
they play a key role in gardening and agriculture. The people
and stories are compelling: Paige Embry goes on a bee hunt
with the world expert on the likely extinct Franklin’s bumble
bee, raises blue orchard bees in her refrigerator, and learns
about an organization that turns the out-of-play areas in golf
courses into pollinator habitats. Our Native Bees is a
fascinating, must-read for fans of natural history and science
and anyone curious about bees.
ÊOn the 24th of February, 1815, the look-out at Notre-Dame de
la Garde signalled the three-master, thePharaonÊfrom Smyrna,
Trieste, and Naples. As usual, a pilot put off immediately, and
rounding the Chateau d'If, got on board the vessel between
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Cape Morgion and Rion island. Immediately, and according to
custom, the ramparts of Fort Saint-Jean were covered with
spectators; it is always an event at Marseilles for a ship to come
into port, especially when this ship, like theÊPharaon, has been
built, rigged, and laden at the old Phocee docks, and belongs to
an owner of the city. The ship drew on and had safely passed
the strait, which some volcanic shock has made between the
Calasareigne and Jaros islands; had doubled Pomegue, and
approached the harbor under topsails, jib, and spanker, but so
slowly and sedately that the idlers, with that instinct which is
the forerunner of evil, asked one another what misfortune
could have happened on board. However, those experienced in
navigation saw plainly that if any accident had occurred, it was
not to the vessel herself, for she bore down with all the
evidence of being skilfully handled, the anchor a-cockbill, the
jib-boom guys already eased off, and standing by the side of the
pilot, who was steering theÊPharaonÊtowards the narrow
entrance of the inner port, was a young man, who, with activity
and vigilant eye, watched every motion of the ship, and
Page 23/29

File Type PDF The Cabaret Of Plants Forty Thousand Years Of Plan
repeated each direction of the pilot. The vague disquietude
which prevailed among the spectators had so much affected
one of the crowd that he did not await the arrival of the vessel
in harbor, but jumping into a small skiff, desired to be pulled
alongside thePharaon, which he reached as she rounded into La
Reserve basin. When the young man on board saw this person
approach, he left his station by the pilot, and, hat in hand,
leaned over the ship's bulwarks. He was a fine, tall, slim young
fellow of eighteen or twenty, with black eyes, and hair as dark
as a raven's wing; and his whole appearance bespoke that
calmness and resolution peculiar to men accustomed from their
cradle to contend with danger.
The Count of Monte Cristo
Nature Cure
New Voices at the Intersection of Oral and Environmental
History
The New Age Herbalist
25 years of personal reflections on nature
Roma Eterna
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The Metropolitan Line
Ever since the first human settlements 10,000 years ago, weeds have dogged our footsteps. They
are there as the punishment of 'thorns and thistles' in Genesis and , two millennia later, as a
symbol of Flanders Field. They are civilisations' familiars, invading farmland and building-sites,
war-zones and flower-beds across the globe. Yet living so intimately with us, they have been a
blessing too. Weeds were the first crops, the first medicines. Burdock was the inspiration for
Velcro. Cow parsley has become the fashionable adornment of Spring weddings. Weaving
together the insights of botanists, gardeners, artists and poets with his own life-long fascination,
Richard Mabey examines how we have tried to define them, explain their persistence, and draw
moral lessons from them. One persons weed is another's wild beauty.
This book reads Jean-Jacques Rousseau with a view toward deepening our understanding of many
political issues alive today, including the place of women in society, the viability of traditional
family structures, the role of religion and religious freedom in nations that are becoming ever
more secular, and the proper conduct of American constitutional government. Rousseau has been
among the most influential modern philosophers, and among the most misunderstood. The first
great philosophic critic of the Enlightenment, he sought to revive political philosophy as it was
practiced by Plato, and to make it useful in the modern world. His understanding of politics rests
on deep and often prescient reflections about the nature of the human soul and the relationship
between our animal origins and the achievements of civilization. This book demonstrates that the
implications Rousseau drew from those reflections continue to deserve serious attention.
During the early 1970s Richard Mabey explored crumbling city docks and overgrown bomb-sites,
navigated inner city canals and car parks, and discovered there was scarcely a nook in our urban
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landscape incapable of supporting life. The Unofficial Countryside is a timely reminder of how
nature flourishes against the odds, surviving in the most obscure and surprising places. First
published 1973 by William Collins Sons & Co.
'Britain's greatest living nature writer' The Times Rediscover the extraodinary power of nature
and the British wilderness, from award-winning naturalist and author Richard Mabey In the last
year of the old millennium, Richard Mabey, Britain's foremost nature writer, fell into a severe
depression. The natural world – which since childhood had been a source of joy and inspiration
for him – became meaningless. Then, cared for by friends, he moved to East Anglia and he started
to write again. Having left the cosseting woods of the Chiltern hills for the open flatlands of
Norfolk, Richard Mabey found exhilaration in discovering a whole new landscape and gained
fresh insights into our place in nature. Structured as intricately as a novel, a joy to read, truthful,
exquisite and questing, Nature Cure is a book of hope, not just for individuals, but for our species.
'A brilliant, candid and heartfelt memoir...how he broke free of depression, reshaped his life and
reconnected with the wild becomes nothing short of a manifesto for living...Mabey's particular
vision, informed by a lifetime's reading and observation, is ultimately optimistic' Sunday Times
Cattail Moonshine & Milkweed Medicine
Biochemistry of Aging
Adventures in 40,000 Years of Consciousness
Discover the Extraordinary Secrets of Everyday Trees
A Leaf-by-Leaf Guide to Six Hundred of the World's Great Trees
Plant: Exploring the Botanical World
Forty Thousand Years of Plant Life and the Human Imagination
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Richard Mabey, one of Britain's leading nature writers, looks in A Good Parcel of
English Soil at the relationship between city and country, and how this brings out the
power of nature - part of a series of twelve books tied to the twelve lines of the London
Underground, as Tfl celebrates 150 years of the Tube with Penguin Richard Mabey's A
Good Parcel of English Soil, his essay on the Metropolitan line, is one of the most
compelling segments of Penguin's Underground Lines ... eclectic and broad-minded ...
elegantly written' Observer 'Authors include the masterly John Lanchester, the children
of Kids Company, comic John O'Farrell and social geographer Danny Dorling. Ranging
from the polemical to the fantastical, the personal to the societal, they offer something
for every taste. All experience the city as a cultural phenomenon and notice its nature
and its people. Read individually they're delightful small reads, pulled together they
offer a particular portrait of a global city' Evening Standard 'Exquisitely diverse' The
Times 'Eclectic and broad-minded ... beautifully designed' Tom Cox, Observer 'A
fascinating collection with a wide range of styles and themes. The design qualities are
excellent, as you might expect from Penguin with a consistent look and feel while
allowing distinctive covers for each book. This is a very pleasing set of books' A
Common Reader blog 'The contrasts and transitions between books are as stirring as
the books themselves ... A multidimensional literary jigsaw' Londonist 'A series of short,
sharp, city-based vignettes - some personal, some political and some pictorial ... each
inimitable author finds that our city is complicated but ultimately connected, full of wit,
and just the right amount of grit' Fabric Magazine 'A collection of beautiful books'
Grazia [Praise for Richard Mabey]: 'Radiant, tingle-making prose has earned Mabey
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literary prizes and a multitude of fans', Daily Mail 'Richard Mabey is a man for all
seasons, most regions and every kind of landscape', Andrew Motion Financial Times
'Refreshing, droll, politically alert, occasionally self-mocking, he has the enviable ability
both to write historical overview and also to slip into the woods like a dryad, bringing us
back to the trees themselves, their colours and lights and textures', Guardian Richard
Mabey has been described as 'Britain's greatest living nature writer' and is a frequent
contributor to the BBC.
"Noel Kingsbury reveals that even those imaginary perfect foods are themselves far
from anything that could properly be called natural, rather, they represent the end of a
millennia-long history of selective breeding and hybridization. Starting his story at the
birth of agriculture, Kingsbury traces the history of human attempts to make plants
more reliable, productive, and nutritiousa story that owes as much to accident and error
as to innovation and experiment. Drawing on historical and scientific accounts, as well
as a rich trove of anecdotes, Kingsbury shows how scientists, amateur breeders, and
countless anonymous farmers and gardeners slowly caused the evolutionary pressures
of nature to be supplanted by those of human needs and thus led us from sparse wild
grasses to succulent corn cobs, and from mealy, white wild carrots to the juicy
vegetables we enjoy today. At the same time, Kingsbury reminds us that contemporary
controversies over the Green Revolution and genetically modified crops are not new,
plant breeding has always had a political dimension."--Publisher's description.
The Roman Empire never fell. Riven by political ambition and internal dissent, thrown
into turmoil by rebellion and civil war, it changed and adapted, and somehow it
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survived. The balance of power between Constantinopolis in the east and Roma in the
west ebbed and flowed, but the Empire endured. And it continued to expand,
encountering the New World while still dominating the old. Robert Silverberg's superbly
accomplished and ambitious novel explores over fifteen hundred years of Roman
history through the very human stories of some of those who lived it. The young soldier
encountering the exoticism of the New World for the first time; the minor official exiled
to Arabia, for some misdemeanour, whose meeting with a religious fanatic may have
changed the course of history; the military hero seizing his destiny; the innocent British
aristocrat witnessing at first hand the bloody destruction of the royal family, and the
children who find the last emperor in a decaying house in an old wood are all vividly
and memorably portrayed.
The classic foraging guide to over 200 types of food that can be gathered and picked in
the wild, Food for Free returns in its 40th year as a sumptuous, beautifully illustrated
and fully updated anniversary edition.
The History and Science of Plant Breeding
Rousseau’s Rejuvenation of Political Philosophy
The Construction of Identity and Belonging
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