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Could it be that the most remote frontiers of twenty-first-century exploration lie inside
the human mind? Illustrated in kaleidoscopic full colour, Wonder Drug is the graphic
history of a controversial and little-known medical research project carried out in the
Canadian prairies--one that championed LSD as a way to model schizophrenia and
cure ailments from alcoholism to depression. Spanning the decades from the 1950s to
present day, this captivating story follows Anglo-Canadian psychiatrist Dr. Humphry
Osmond down the rabbit hole of psychedelic research, conducted both in the lab and in
his living room. Lurching from dazzling imagery to fanged delusions, and studded with a
cast of radical personalities such as Aldous Huxley, Allen Ginsberg, Ken Kesey, and
Kay Parley, Wonder Drug is a trip like no other. As Osmond and his colleagues grapple
with professional isolation, a growing moral panic, and the burgeoning War on Drugs,
their growing body of findings are maligned and misunderstood--but the promise of
pharmapolitical revolution is still on the horizon, and the radical research in Weyburn,
Saskatchewan may yet be realized.
How historical, social, and cultural forces shaped the psychedelic experience in
midcentury America, from CIA experiments with LSD to Timothy Leary's Harvard
Psilocybin Project. Are psychedelics invaluable therapeutic medicines, or dangerously
unpredictable drugs that precipitate psychosis? Tools for spiritual communion or
cognitive enhancers that spark innovation? Activators for one's private muse or part of
a political movement? In the 1950s and 1960s, researchers studied psychedelics in all
these incarnations, often arriving at contradictory results. In American Trip, Ido
Hartogsohn examines how the psychedelic experience in midcentury America was
shaped by historical, social, and cultural forces--by set (the mindset of the user) and
setting (the environments in which the experience takes place).
Selima Hill's Bunny is set in the haunted house of adolescence. Always blackly comic,
sometimes beguilingly erotic, each echoing poem opens a door on madness or
menace, shame or blame. Bunny tells the intimate story of a young girl growing up in
London in the 1950s, confused and betrayed but ?nding herself, becoming
independent. Appearances are always deceptive. That predatory lodger. The animals
outside and within. The girl sectioned in the hospital, nursing her sense of wrong. The
blueness of things. The fire. What the house contains, it cannot hide. The poems reveal
not only what was papered over but what she learned. About how to be a woman. How
to be loved. And what happens to innocence.
Provides the history and anecdotes about what people eat, drink, and inhale for
pleasure
Psychedelic Prophets
Drug Use for Grown-Ups
The Rum Diary
Smellosophy
The Body Fantastic
A Natural History of the Future
Sensing the World: An Anthropology of the Senses is a highly original and
comprehensive overview of the anthropology and sociology of the body and the senses.
Discussing each sense in turn – seeing, hearing, touch, smell, and taste – Le Breton has
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written a truly monumental work, vast in scope and deeply engaging in style. Among
other pioneering moves, he gives equal attention to light and darkness, sound and
silence, and his disputation of taste explores aspects of disgust and revulsion. Part
phenomenological, part historical, this is above all a cultural account of perception,
which returns the body and the senses to the center of social life. Le Breton is the
leading authority on the anthropology of the body and the senses in French academia.
With a repute comparable to the late Pierre Bourdieu, his 30+ books have been
translated into numerous languages. This is the first of his works to be made available in
English. This sensuously nuanced translation of La Saveur du monde is accompanied
by a spicy preface from series editor David Howes, who introduces Le Breton's work to
an English-speaking audience and highlights its implications for the disciplines of
anthropology, sociology, and the cross-disciplinary field of sensory studies.
A definitive history of mescaline that explores its mind-altering effects across cultures,
from ancient America to Western modernity Mescaline became a popular sensation in
the mid-twentieth century through Aldous Huxley’s The Doors of Perception, after which
the word “psychedelic” was coined to describe it. Its story, however, extends deep into
prehistory: the earliest Andean cultures depicted mescaline-containing cacti in their
temples. Mescaline was isolated in 1897 from the peyote cactus, first encountered by
Europeans during the Spanish conquest of Mexico. During the twentieth century it was
used by psychologists investigating the secrets of consciousness, spiritual seekers from
Aleister Crowley to the president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
artists exploring the creative process, and psychiatrists looking to cure schizophrenia.
Meanwhile peyote played a vital role in preserving and shaping Native American identity.
Drawing on botany, pharmacology, ethnography, and the mind sciences and examining
the mescaline experiences of figures from William James to Walter Benjamin to Hunter
S. Thompson, this is an enthralling narrative of mescaline’s many lives.
Edward O. Wilson recalls his lifetime with ants, from his first boyhood encounters in the
woods of Alabama to perilous journeys into the Brazilian rainforest. “Ants are the most
warlike of all animals, with colony pitted against colony,” writes E.O. Wilson, one of the
world’s most beloved scientists, “their clashes dwarf Waterloo and Gettysburg.” In Tales
from the Ant World, two-time Pulitzer Prize-winner Wilson takes us on a myrmecological
tour to such far-flung destinations as Mozambique and New Guinea, the Gulf of Mexico’s
Dauphin Island and even his parent’s overgrown backyard, thrillingly relating his ninedecade-long scientific obsession with over 15,000 ant species. Animating his scientific
observations with illuminating personal stories, Wilson hones in on twenty-five ant
species to explain how these genetically superior creatures talk, smell, and taste, and
more significantly, how they fight to determine who is dominant. Wryly observing that
“males are little more than flying sperm missiles” or that ants send their “little old ladies
into battle,” Wilson eloquently relays his brushes with fire, army, and leafcutter ants, as
well as more exotic species. Among them are the very rare Matabele, Africa’s fiercest
warrior ants, whose female hunters can carry up to fifteen termites in their jaw (and, as
Wilson reports from personal experience, have an incredibly painful stinger); Costa
Rica’s Basiceros, the slowest of all ants; and New Caledonia’s Bull Ants, the most
endangered of them all, which Wilson discovered in 2011 after over twenty years of
presumed extinction. Richly illustrated throughout with depictions of ant species by
Kristen Orr, as well as photos from Wilsons’ expeditions throughout the world, Tales
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from the Ant World is a fascinating, if not occasionally hair-raising, personal account by
one of our greatest scientists and a necessary volume for any lover of the natural world.
Following in the wake of his groundbreaking work War in the Age of Intelligent
Machines, Manuel De Landa presents a brilliant, radical synthesis of historical
development of the last thousand years. A Thousand Years of Nonlinear History
sketches the outlines of a renewed materialist philosophy of history in the tradition of
Fernand Braudel, Gilles Deleuze, and Félix Guattari, while engaging — in an entirely
unprecedented manner — the critical new understanding of material processes derived
from the sciences of dynamics. Working against prevailing attitudes that see history
merely as the arena of texts, discourses, ideologies, and metaphors, De Landa traces
the concrete movements and interplays of matter and energy through human populations
in the last millennium. The result is an entirely novel approach to the study of human
societies and their always mobile, semi-stable forms, cities, economies, technologies,
and languages. De Landa attacks three domains that have given shape to human
societies: economics, biology, and linguistics. In each case, De Landa discloses the selfdirected processes of matter and energy interacting with the whim and will of human
history itself to form a panoramic vision of the West free of rigid teleology and naive
notions of progress and, even more important, free of any deterministic source for its
urban, institutional, and technological forms. The source of all concrete forms in the
West’s history, rather, is shown to derive from internal morphogenetic capabilities that lie
within the flow of matter—energy itself. A Swerve Edition.
Sensing the World
Wonder Drug
Neuropsychedelia
The Extraordinary Life of George Steer, War Correspondent
Mescaline
American Trip

The irreverent writer's long lost novel, written before his
nonfiction became popular, chronicles a journalist's
enthusiastic, drunken foray through 1950s San Juan.
Smallpox was the scourge of the eighteenth century: it
showed no mercy, almost wiping out whole societies. Young
and old, poor and royalty were equally at risk – unless
they had survived a previous attack. Daniel Sutton, a young
surgeon from Suffolk, used this knowledge to pioneer a
simple and effective inoculation method to counter the
disease. His technique paved the way for Edward Jenner’s
discovery of vaccination – but, while Jenner is revered,
Sutton has been vilified for not widely revealing his
methods until later in life. Gavin Weightman reclaims
Sutton’s importance, showing how the clinician’s practical
and observational discoveries advanced understanding of the
nature of disease. Weightman explores Sutton’s personal and
professional development, and the wider world of eighteenthcentury health in which he practised inoculation. Sutton’s
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brilliant and exacting mind had a significant impact on
medicine – the effects of which can still be seen today.
In The Reefs of Earth, Lafferty's first-completed novel, a
passel of Alien children bumptiously attempt to rid Earth
of humans.
Does Ecstasy cause brain damage? Why is crack more
addictive than cocaine? What questions regarding drugs are
legal to ask in a job interview? When does marijuana
possession carry a greater prison sentence than murder?
Illegal Drugs is the first comprehensive reference to offer
timely, pertinent information on every drug currently
prohibited by law in the United States. It includes their
histories, chemical properties and effects, medical uses
and recreational abuses, and associated health problems, as
well as addiction and treatment information. Additional
survey chapters discuss general and historical information
on illegal drug use, the effect of drugs on the brain, the
war on drugs, drugs in the workplace, the economy and
culture of illegal drugs, and information on thirty-three
psychoactive drugs that are legal in the United States,
from caffeine, alcohol and tobacco to betel nuts and kava
kava.
The Untold Story of Daniel Sutton and his Medical
Revolution
LSD in the Land of Living Skies
The Revival of Hallucinogen Research Since the Decade of
the Brain
Love is the Drug
The Atmosphere of Heaven
Mind Fixers: Psychiatry's Troubled Search for the Biology
of Mental Illness
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER As seen on The Joe Rogan
Experience! A groundbreaking dive into the role psychedelics have played
in the origins of Western civilization, and the real-life quest for the Holy
Grail that could shake the Church to its foundations. The most influential
religious historian of the 20th century, Huston Smith, once referred to it as
the "best-kept secret" in history. Did the Ancient Greeks use drugs to find
God? And did the earliest Christians inherit the same, secret tradition? A
profound knowledge of visionary plants, herbs and fungi passed from one
generation to the next, ever since the Stone Age? There is zero
archaeological evidence for the original Eucharist – the sacred wine said to
guarantee life after death for those who drink the blood of Jesus. The Holy
Grail and its miraculous contents have never been found. In the absence of
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any hard data, whatever happened at the Last Supper remains an article of
faith for today’s 2.5 billion Christians. In an unprecedented search for
answers, The Immortality Key examines the archaic roots of the ritual that
is performed every Sunday for nearly one third of the planet. Religion and
science converge to paint a radical picture of Christianity’s founding
event. And after centuries of debate, to solve history’s greatest puzzle.
Before the birth of Jesus, the Ancient Greeks found salvation in their own
sacraments. Sacred beverages were routinely consumed as part of the socalled Ancient Mysteries – elaborate rites that led initiates to the brink of
death. The best and brightest from Athens and Rome flocked to the
spiritual capital of Eleusis, where a holy beer unleashed heavenly visions
for two thousand years. Others drank the holy wine of Dionysus to become
one with the god. In the 1970s, renegade scholars claimed this beer and
wine – the original sacraments of Western civilization – were spiked with
mind-altering drugs. In recent years, vindication for the disgraced theory
has been quietly mounting in the laboratory. The constantly advancing
fields of archaeobotany and archaeochemistry have hinted at the enduring
use of hallucinogenic drinks in antiquity. And with a single dose of
psilocybin, the psychopharmacologists at Johns Hopkins and NYU are now
turning self-proclaimed atheists into instant believers. But the smoking gun
remains elusive. If these sacraments survived for thousands of years in our
remote prehistory, from the Stone Age to the Ancient Greeks, did they also
survive into the age of Jesus? Was the Eucharist of the earliest Christians,
in fact, a psychedelic Eucharist? With an unquenchable thirst for evidence,
Muraresku takes the reader on his twelve-year global hunt for proof. He
tours the ruins of Greece with its government archaeologists. He gains
access to the hidden collections of the Louvre to show the continuity from
pagan to Christian wine. He unravels the Ancient Greek of the New
Testament with the world’s most controversial priest. He spelunks into the
catacombs under the streets of Rome to decipher the lost symbols of
Christianity’s oldest monuments. He breaches the secret archives of the
Vatican to unearth manuscripts never before translated into English. And
with leads from the archaeological chemists at UPenn and MIT, he unveils
the first scientific data for the ritual use of psychedelic drugs in classical
antiquity. The Immortality Key reconstructs the suppressed history of
women consecrating a forbidden, drugged Eucharist that was later banned
by the Church Fathers. Women who were then targeted as witches during
the Inquisition, when Europe’s sacred pharmacology largely disappeared.
If the scientists of today have resurrected this technology, then Christianity
is in crisis. Unless it returns to its roots. Featuring a Foreword by Graham
Hancock, the NYT bestselling author of America Before.
"Capacious and rigorous . . . Blue Dreams, like all good histories of
medicine, reveals healing to be art as much as science." --Parul Sehgal,
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New York Times "Terrific." --@MichaelPollan "Ambitious...Slater's
depictions of madness are terrifying and fascinating." --USA Today "A vivid
and thought-provoking synthesis." --Harper's A groundbreaking and
revelatory history of psychotropic drugs, from "a thoroughly exhilarating
and entertaining writer" (Washington Post). Although one in five Americans
now takes at least one psychotropic drug, the fact remains that nearly
seventy years after doctors first began prescribing them, not even their
creators understand exactly how or why these drugs work--or don't
work--on what ails our brains. Blue Dreams offers the explosive story of the
discovery and development of psychiatric medications, as well as the
science and the people behind their invention, told by a riveting writer and
psychologist who shares her own experience with the highs and lows of
psychiatric drugs. Lauren Slater's revelatory account charts psychiatry's
journey from its earliest drugs, Thorazine and lithium, up through Prozac
and other major antidepressants of the present. Blue Dreams also
chronicles experimental treatments involving Ecstasy, magic mushrooms,
the most cutting-edge memory drugs, placebos, and even neural implants.
In her thorough analysis of each treatment, Slater asks three fundamental
questions: how was the drug born, how does it work (or fail to work), and
what does it reveal about the ailments it is meant to treat? Fearlessly
weaving her own intimate experiences into comprehensive and wideranging research, Slater narrates a personal history of psychiatry itself. In
the process, her powerful and groundbreaking exploration casts modern
psychiatry's ubiquitous wonder drugs in a new light, revealing their ability
to heal us or hurt us, and proving an indispensable resource not only for
those with a psychotropic prescription but for anyone who hopes to
understand the limits of what we know about the human brain and the
possibilities for future treatments.
“Hart’s argument that we need to drastically revise our current view of
illegal drugs is both powerful and timely . . . when it comes to the legacy of
this country’s war on drugs, we should all share his outrage.” —The New
York Times Book Review From one of the world's foremost experts on the
subject, a powerful argument that the greatest damage from drugs flows
from their being illegal, and a hopeful reckoning with the possibility of their
use as part of a responsible and happy life Dr. Carl L. Hart, Ziff Professor at
Columbia University and former chair of the Department of Psychology, is
one of the world's preeminent experts on the effects of so-called
recreational drugs on the human mind and body. Dr. Hart is open about the
fact that he uses drugs himself, in a happy balance with the rest of his full
and productive life as a researcher and professor, husband, father, and
friend. In Drug Use for Grown-Ups, he draws on decades of research and
his own personal experience to argue definitively that the criminalization
and demonization of drug use--not drugs themselves--have been a
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tremendous scourge on America, not least in reinforcing this country's
enduring structural racism. Dr. Hart did not always have this view. He came
of age in one of Miami's most troubled neighborhoods at a time when many
ills were being laid at the door of crack cocaine. His initial work as a
researcher was aimed at proving that drug use caused bad outcomes. But
one problem kept cropping up: the evidence from his research did not
support his hypothesis. From inside the massively well-funded research
arm of the American war on drugs, he saw how the facts did not support
the ideology. The truth was dismissed and distorted in order to keep fear
and outrage stoked, the funds rolling in, and Black and brown bodies
behind bars. Drug Use for Grown-Ups will be controversial, to be sure: the
propaganda war, Dr. Hart argues, has been tremendously effective. Imagine
if the only subject of any discussion about driving automobiles was fatal
car crashes. Drug Use for Grown-Ups offers a radically different vision:
when used responsibly, drugs can enrich and enhance our lives. We have a
long way to go, but the vital conversation this book will generate is an
extraordinarily important step.
Are you interested in uncovering more about the powerful substance of
Mescaline? Do you want to learn about people's experiences and the
transformational impact it had on their minds, emotions, and lives? Want to
make sure you don't have a bad trip if you decide to take it? Inside this
profound book, you'll uncover detailed and insightful accounts of
Mescaline, and how these trips impacted the minds and lives of its users.
With an exploration of the spiritual and psychedelic effects of different
cacti, as well as their hallucinations and what they learned about
themselves and others, this book allows you to peer behind the curtain of
Mescaline and see it for the powerful tool of self-discovery that it is.
Psychedelic cacti has been used in ancient cultures for thousands of years
to communicate with spirits, invoke visions, and allow people to interact
with their higher selves and deeper consciousness. Now, you can learn
about the incredible effects of this drug from people who have experienced
it first-hand. Also included is a Frequently Asked Question section
including questions such as: - Can you die from taking too much
Mescaline? - What does a bad trip feel like? - How long does a bad trip
last? - What is ego death? With personal stories, a down-to-earth tone, and
a wealth of valuable insights, this guide provides an in-depth look at the
secrets of Mescaline. Scroll up and click the 'Buy Now' button now to
discover more about this incredible psychedelic today!
About Time
A Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and Intoxicants
What the Nose Tells the Mind
Tales from the Ant World
Drugs in the Nineteenth Century
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A Global History of the First Psychedelic

Aldous Huxley (1894–1963) was the author of nearly fifty books and numerous essays, best
known for his dystopian novel Brave New World. Humphry Osmond (1917–2004) was a
British-trained psychiatrist interested in the biological nature of mental illness and the
potential for psychedelic drugs to treat psychoses, especially schizophrenia. In 1953, Huxley
sent an appreciative note to Osmond about an article he and a colleague had published on
their experiments with mescaline, which inspired an initial meeting and decade-long
correspondence. This critical edition provides the complete Huxley-Osmond correspondence,
chronicling an exchange between two brilliant thinkers who explored such subjects as
psychedelics, the visionary experience, the nature of mind, human potentialities,
schizophrenia, death and dying, Indigenous rituals and consciousness, socialism, capitalism,
totalitarianism, power and authority, and human evolution. There are references to mutual
friends, colleagues, and eminent figures of the day, as well as details about both men's
personal lives. The letters bear witness to the development of mind-altering drugs aimed at
discovering the mechanisms of mental illness and eventually its treatment. A detailed
introduction situates the letters in their historical, social, and literary context, explores how
Huxley and Osmond first coined the term "psychedelic," contextualizes their work in midcentury psychiatry, and reflects on their legacy as contributors to the science of mind-altering
substances. Psychedelic Prophets is an extraordinary record of a full correspondence between
two leading minds and a testament to friendship, intellectualism, empathy, and tolerance. The
fact that these sentiments emerge so clearly from the letters, at a historical moment best
known for polarizing ideological conflict, threats of nuclear war, and the rise of postmodernism, reveals much about the personalities of the authors and the persistence of these
themes today.
In this audacious, lightning-paced thriller, a smart-mouthed, white-collar drug dealer--a
hilariously irreverent antihero--seeks revenge when an unknown enemy takes out a contract
on him. Jack Price is having a bad day. What he absolutely did not need was for someone to
execute his grouchy old neighbor as if she was a drug mule. Questions will be asked, and Jack
is a small businessman in a competitive sector hobbled by red tape and, you know: laws. Just
because the product Jack trades in is cocaine, people assume it’s all guns and murders, but
that is the old cocaine business and Jack is all about the new one: high-tech, high-end and ondemand. But when Jack begins making some inquiries with a view to calming the whole thing
down, someone hires the Seven Demons to kill him. You bring those people in to kill generals
and presidents and take down countries, not to mess with a guy who’s just trying to get along.
The thing is that the Seven Demons and their client have misunderstood the situation. Jack is
not upset. In fact, he’s grateful for the clarification. Jack is the kind of guy who adapts well
to new business models. He has a unique approach to executive problem solving. In fact, Jack
is batshit crazy. And when you mess with Jack, there is a Price to be paid.
What if there were a pill for love? Or an anti-love drug, designed to help us break up? This
controversial and timely new book argues that recent medical advances have brought
chemical control of our romantic lives well within our grasp. Substances affecting love and
relationships, whether prescribed by doctors or even illicitly administered, are not some faroff speculation – indeed our most intimate connections are already being influenced by pills
we take for other purposes, such as antidepressants. Treatments involving certain
psychoactive substances, including MDMA—the active ingredient in Ecstasy—might soon exist
to encourage feelings of love and help ordinary couples work through relationship difficulties.
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Others may ease a breakup or soothe feelings of rejection. Such substances could have
transformative implications for how we think about and experience love. This brilliant
intervention into the debate builds a case for conducting further research into "love drugs"
and "anti-love drugs" and explores their ethical implications for individuals and society. Rich
in anecdotal evidence and case-studies, the book offers a highly readable insight into a cuttingedge field of medical research that could have profound effects on us all. Will relationships be
the same in the future? Will we still marry? It may be up to you to decide whether you want a
chemical romance.
The body in dreams, myths, legends, and anecdotes of the fantastic as expressions of human
corporeality. In The Body Fantastic, Frank Gonzalez-Crussi looks at the human body
through the lens of dreams, myths, legends, and anecdotes of the bizarre, exploring the close
connection of the fictitious and the fabulous to our conception of the body. He chronicles,
among other curious cases, the man who ate everything (including boiled hedgehogs and
mice on toast), the therapeutic powers of saliva, hair that burst into flames, and an
"amphibian man" who lived under water. Drawing on clinical records, popular lore, and art,
history, and literature, Gonzalez-Crussi considers the body in both real and imaginary
dimensions. Myths and stories, Gonzalez-Crussi reminds us, are the symbolic expression of
our aspirations and emotions. These fantastic tales of bodies come from the deepest regions of
the human psyche. Ancient Greeks, for example, believed that the uterus wandered around
inside a woman's body--an "animal within an animal." If a woman sniffed an unpleasant
odor, the uterus would retreat. Organized "digestive excess" began with the eating and
drinking contests of antiquity and continue through the hot-dog eating competitions of today.
And the "libido-podalic association," connecting male sexuality and the foot, insinuated itself
into mainstream medicine in the sixteenth century; meanwhile, the feet of women in some
cultures were scrupulously kept from view. Gonzalez-Crussi shows that the many imaginary
representations of the body are very much a part of our corporeality.
Chasing Liberty in the Land of Fear
Psychedelics, Alienation, and Change
High Society
The Great Inoculator
The Letters of Aldous Huxley and Humphry Osmond
A novel

Mind Fixers tells the history of psychiatry’s quest to
understand the biological basis of mental illness and asks
where we need to go from here. In Mind Fixers, Anne
Harrington, author of The Cure Within, explores psychiatry’s
repeatedly frustrated struggle to understand mental disorder
in biomedical terms. She shows how the stalling of early
twentieth century efforts in this direction allowed
Freudians and social scientists to insist, with some
justification, that they had better ways of analyzing and
fixing minds. But when the Freudians overreached, they drove
psychiatry into a state of crisis that a new “biological
revolution” was meant to alleviate. Harrington shows how
little that biological revolution had to do with
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breakthroughs in science, and why the field has fallen into
a state of crisis in our own time. Mind Fixers makes clear
that psychiatry’s waxing and waning biological enthusiasms
have been shaped not just by developments in the clinic and
lab, but also by a surprising range of social factors,
including immigration, warfare, grassroots activism, and
assumptions about race and gender. Government programs
designed to empty the state mental hospitals, acrid
rivalries between different factions in the field, industry
profit mongering, consumerism, and an uncritical media have
all contributed to the story as well. In focusing
particularly on the search for the biological roots of
schizophrenia, depression, and bipolar disorder, Harrington
underscores the high human stakes for the millions of people
who have sought medical answers for their mental suffering.
This is not just a story about doctors and scientists, but
about countless ordinary people and their loved ones. A
clear-eyed, evenhanded, and yet passionate tour de force,
Mind Fixers recounts the past and present struggle to make
mental illness a biological problem in order to lay the
groundwork for creating a better future, both for those who
suffer and for those whose job it is to care for them.
First published in 1979, Psychedelic Drugs Reconsidered is
regarded by many as the most comprehensive, accurate, and
accessible analysis of psychedelic drugs for the general
reader. It records the extensive history of scientific
research on, and societal experience with, psychedelic
drugs. The Lindesmith Center reprint edition features a new
introduction by the authors on recent developments in
psychedelic research, as well as a preface by Dr. Ethan
Nadelmann, director of the Lindesmith center.
At the Pneumatic Institution in Bristol, England, founded in
the closing years of the eighteenth century, dramatic
experiments with gases precipitated not only a revolution in
scientific medicine but also in the history of ideas. Guided
by the energy of maverick doctor Thomas Beddoes, the
institution was both laboratory and hospital—the first
example of a modern medical research institution. But when
its members discovered the mind-altering properties of
nitrous oxide, or laughing gas, their experiments devolved
into a pioneering exploration of consciousness with farreaching and unforeseen effects. This riveting book is the
first to tell the story of Dr. Beddoes and the brilliant
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circle who surrounded him: Erasmus Darwin, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, and Robert Southey, who supported his ideas;
James Watt, who designed and built his laboratory; Thomas
Wedgwood, who funded it; and the dazzling young chemistry
assistant, Humphry Davy, who identified nitrous oxide and
tested it on himself, with spectacular results. Medical
historian Mike Jay charts the chaotic rise and fall of the
institution in this fast-paced account, and reveals its
crucial influence—on modern drug culture, attitudes toward
objective and subjective knowledge, the development of
anesthetic surgery, and the birth of the Romantic movement.
The instant New York Times bestseller “Expert storytelling .
. . [Pollan] masterfully elevates a series of big questions
about drugs, plants and humans that are likely to leave
readers thinking in new ways.”—New York Times Book Review
From #1 New York Times bestselling author Michael Pollan, a
radical challenge to how we think about drugs, and an
exploration into the powerful human attraction to
psychoactive plants—and the equally powerful taboos. Of all
the things humans rely on plants for—sustenance, beauty,
medicine, fragrance, flavor, fiber—surely the most curious
is our use of them to change consciousness: to stimulate or
calm, fiddle with or completely alter, the qualities of our
mental experience. Take coffee and tea: People around the
world rely on caffeine to sharpen their minds. But we do not
usually think of caffeine as a drug, or our daily use as an
addiction, because it is legal and socially acceptable. So,
then, what is a “drug”? And why, for example, is making tea
from the leaves of a tea plant acceptable, but making tea
from a seed head of an opium poppy a federal crime? In This
Is Your Mind on Plants, Michael Pollan dives deep into three
plant drugs—opium, caffeine, and mescaline—and throws the
fundamental strangeness, and arbitrariness, of our thinking
about them into sharp relief. Exploring and participating in
the cultures that have grown up around these drugs while
consuming (or, in the case of caffeine, trying not to
consume) them, Pollan reckons with the powerful human
attraction to psychoactive plants. Why do we go to such
great lengths to seek these shifts in consciousness, and
then why do we fence that universal desire with laws and
customs and fraught feelings? In this unique blend of
history, science, and memoir, as well as participatory
journalism, Pollan examines and experiences these plants
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from several very different angles and contexts, and shines
a fresh light on a subject that is all too often treated
reductively—as a drug, whether licit or illicit. But that is
one of the least interesting things you can say about these
plants, Pollan shows, for when we take them into our bodies
and let them change our minds, we are engaging with nature
in one of the most profound ways we can. Based in part on an
essay published almost twenty-five years ago, this
groundbreaking and singular consideration of psychoactive
plants, and our attraction to them through time, holds up a
mirror to our fundamental human needs and aspirations, the
operations of our minds, and our entanglement with the
natural world.
The Immortality Key
The Secret History of the Religion with No Name
Telegram from Guernica
This Is Your Mind on Plants
Blue Dreams
Patient Zero and the Making of the AIDS Epidemic
The remarkable untold story of a miracle drug, the forgotten
pioneer who discovered it, and the fight to bring lithium to the
masses. The DNA double helix, penicillin, the X-ray,
insulin—these are routinely cited as some of the most important
medical discoveries of the twentieth century. And yet, the 1949
discovery of lithium as a cure for bipolar disorder is perhaps
one of the most important—yet largely unsung—breakthroughs of
the modern era. In Lithium, Walter Brown, a practicing
psychiatrist and professor at Brown, reveals two unlikely
success stories: that of John Cade, the physician whose
discovery would come to save an untold number of lives and
launch a pharmacological revolution, and that of a miraculous
metal rescued from decades of stigmatization. From insulin comas
and lobotomy to incarceration to exile, Brown chronicles the
troubling history of the diagnosis and (often ineffective)
treatment of bipolar disorder through the centuries, before the
publication of a groundbreaking research paper in 1949. Cade’s
“Lithium Salts in the Treatment of Psychotic Excitement”
described, for the first time, lithium’s astonishing efficacy at
both treating and preventing the recurrence of manic-depressive
episodes, and would eventually transform the lives of patients,
pharmaceutical researchers, and practicing physicians worldwide.
And yet, as Brown shows, it would be decades before lithium
would overcome widespread stigmatization as a dangerous
substance, and the resistance from the pharmaceutical industry,
which had little incentive to promote a naturally occurring drug
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that could not be patented. With a vivid portrait of the story’s
unlikely hero, John Cade, Brown also describes a devoted
naturalist who, unlike many modern medical researchers, did not
benefit from prestigious research training or big funding
sources (Cade’s “laboratory” was the unused pantry of an
isolated mental hospital). As Brown shows, however, these humble
conditions were the secret to his historic success: Cade was
free to follow his own restless curiosity, rather than answer to
an external funding source. As Lithium makes tragically clear,
medical research—at least in America—has transformed in such a
way that serendipitous discoveries like Cade’s are unlikely to
occur ever again. Recently described by the New York Times as
the “Cinderella” of psychiatric drugs, lithium has saved
countless of lives and billions of dollars in healthcare costs.
In this revelatory biography of a drug and the man who fought
for its discovery, Brown crafts a captivating picture of modern
medical history—revealing just how close we came to passing over
this extraordinary cure.
Are you interested in uncovering more about the powerful
substance of Mescaline? Do you want to learn about people's
experiences and the transformational impact it had on their
minds, emotions, and lives? Want to make sure you don't have a
bad trip if you decide to take it? Inside this profound book,
you'll uncover four detailed and insightful accounts of
Mescaline, and how these trips impacted the minds and lives of
its users. With an exploration of the spiritual and psychedelic
effects of different cacti, as well as their hallucinations and
what they learned about themselves and others, this book allows
you to peer behind the curtain of Mescaline and see it for the
powerful tool of self-discovery that it is. Psychedelic cacti
has been used in ancient cultures for thousands of years to
communicate with spirits, invoke visions, and allow people to
interact with their higher selves and deeper consciousness. Now,
you can learn about the incredible effects of this drug from
people who have experienced it first-hand. Also included is a
Frequently Asked Question section including questions such as: Can you die from taking too much Mescaline? - What does a bad
trip feel like? - How long does a bad trip last? - What is ego
death? With personal stories, a down-to-earth tone, and a wealth
of valuable insights, this guide provides an in-depth look at
the secrets of Mescaline. Scroll up and click the 'Buy Now'
button now to discover more about this incredible psychedelic
today!
Neuropsychedelia examines the revival of psychedelic science
since the "Decade of the Brain." After the breakdown of this
previously prospering area of psychopharmacology, and in the
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wake of clashes between counterculture and establishment in the
late 1960s, a new generation of hallucinogen researchers used
the hype around the neurosciences in the 1990s to bring
psychedelics back into the mainstream of science and society.
This book is based on anthropological fieldwork and
philosophical reflections on life and work in two laboratories
that have played key roles in this development: a human lab in
Switzerland and an animal lab in California. It sheds light on
the central transnational axis of the resurgence connecting
American psychedelic culture with the home country of LSD. In
the borderland of science and religion, Neuropsychedelia
explores the tensions between the use of hallucinogens to model
psychoses and to evoke spiritual experiences in laboratory
settings. Its protagonists, including the anthropologist
himself, struggle to find a place for the mystical under
conditions of late-modern materialism.
This book explains the role that peyote—a hallucinogenic
cactus—plays in the religious and spiritual fulfillment of
certain peoples in the United States and Mexico, and examines
pressing issues concerning the regulation and conservation of
peyote as well as issues of indigenous and religious rights. •
Explains the complete history of the peyote plant in the United
States, presenting views from religions including Native
American and Christian churches, the creation and evolution of
U.S. law regarding peyote, state and federal legal protections
since 1990, reasons for the plant's apparent demise, and
arguments for its stronger protection • Identifies current
peyote protective laws in Mexico and Canada • Documents how many
U.S. residents, including Native Americans, commonly use peyote
as a spirituality enhancer or illegal recreational drug within
the United States, or do so as tourists when visiting Mexico
Peyote: History, Tradition, Politics, and Conservation
Psychoactive Cacti - The Psychedelic Effects Of Mescaline In
Peyote, San Pedro, & The Peruvian Torch
The Secrets Of Mescaline - Tripping On Peyote And Other
Psychoactive Cacti
The Price You Pay
What the Laws of Biology Tell Us about the Destiny of the Human
Species
Taipei
A definitive history of mescaline that explores its mind-altering effects across cultures, from ancient
America to Western modernity Mescaline became a popular sensation in the mid-twentieth century
through Aldous Huxley's The Doors of Perception, after which the word "psychedelic" was coined to
describe it. Its story, however, extends deep into prehistory: the earliest Andean cultures depicted
mescaline-containing cacti in their temples. Mescaline was isolated in 1897 from the peyote cactus, first
encountered by Europeans during the Spanish conquest of Mexico. During the twentieth century it was
used by psychologists investigating the secrets of consciousness, spiritual seekers from Aleister Crowley
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to the president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, artists exploring the creative process,
and psychiatrists looking to cure schizophrenia. Meanwhile peyote played a vital role in preserving and
shaping Native American identity. Drawing on botany, pharmacology, ethnography, and the mind
sciences and examining the mescaline experiences of figures from William James to Walter Benjamin to
Hunter S. Thompson, this is an enthralling narrative of mescaline's many lives.
Part memoir, part history, part journalistic exposé, Trip is a look at psychedelic drugs, literature, and
alienation from one of the twenty-first century's most innovative novelists--The Electric Kool-Aid Acid
Test for a new generation. A Vintage Original. While reeling from one of the most creative--but at times
self-destructive--outpourings of his life, Tao Lin discovered the strange and exciting work of Terence
McKenna. McKenna, the leading advocate of psychedelic drugs since Timothy Leary, became for Lin
both an obsession and a revitalizing force. In Trip, Lin's first book-length work of nonfiction, he charts
his recovery from pharmaceutical drugs, his surprising and positive change in worldview, and his fouryear engagement with some of the hardest questions: Why do we make art? Is the world made of
language? What happens when we die? And is the imagination more real than the universe? In
exploring these ideas and detailing his experiences with psilocybin, DMT, salvia, and cannabis, Lin
takes readers on a trip through nature, his own past, psychedelic culture, and the unknown.
An illustrated cultural history of drug use from its roots in animal intoxication to its future in designer
neurochemicals • Featuring artwork from the upcoming High Society exhibition at the Wellcome
Collection in London, one of the world’s greatest medical history collections • Explores the roles drugs
play in different cultures as medicines, religious sacraments, status symbols, and coveted trade goods •
Reveals how drugs drove the global trade and cultural exchange that made the modern world •
Examines the causes of drug prohibitions a century ago and the current “war on drugs” Every society is
a high society. Every day people drink coffee on European terraces and kava in Pacific villages; chew
betel nut in Indonesian markets and coca leaf on Andean mountainsides; swallow ecstasy tablets in the
clubs of Amsterdam and opium pills in the deserts of Rajastan; smoke hashish in Himalayan temples and
tobacco and marijuana in every nation on earth. Exploring the spectrum of drug use throughout
history--from its roots in animal intoxication to its future in designer neurochemicals--High Society
paints vivid portraits of the roles drugs play in different cultures as medicines, religious sacraments,
status symbols, and coveted trade goods. From the botanicals of the classical world through the mindbending self-experiments of 18th- and 19th-century scientists to the synthetic molecules that have
transformed our understanding of the brain, Mike Jay reveals how drugs such as tobacco, tea, and
opium drove the global trade and cultural exchange that created the modern world and examines the
forces that led to the prohibition of opium and cocaine a century ago and the “war on drugs” that rages
today.
The search for a “patient zero”—popularly understood to be the first person infected in an epidemic—has
been key to media coverage of major infectious disease outbreaks for more than three decades. Yet the
term itself did not exist before the emergence of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the 1980s. How did this idea
so swiftly come to exert such a strong grip on the scientific, media, and popular consciousness? In
Patient Zero, Richard A. McKay interprets a wealth of archival sources and interviews to demonstrate
how this seemingly new concept drew upon centuries-old ideas—and fears—about contagion and social
disorder. McKay presents a carefully documented and sensitively written account of the life of Gaétan
Dugas, a gay man whose skin cancer diagnosis in 1980 took on very different meanings as the
HIV/AIDS epidemic developed—and who received widespread posthumous infamy when he was
incorrectly identified as patient zero of the North American outbreak. McKay shows how investigators
from the US Centers for Disease Control inadvertently created the term amid their early research into
the emerging health crisis; how an ambitious journalist dramatically amplified the idea in his
determination to reframe national debates about AIDS; and how many individuals grappled with the
notion of patient zero—adopting, challenging and redirecting its powerful meanings—as they tried to
make sense of and respond to the first fifteen years of an unfolding epidemic. With important insights for
our interconnected age, Patient Zero untangles the complex process by which individuals and groups
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create meaning and allocate blame when faced with new disease threats. What McKay gives us here is
myth-smashing revisionist history at its best.
Trip
A Thousand Years of Nonlinear History
The Central Role of Mind-Altering Drugs in History, Science, and Culture
Tastes of Paradise
An Anthropology of the Senses
Illegal Drugs
A definitive history of mescaline that explores its mind-altering
effects across cultures, from ancient America to Western modernity
At some point, maybe twenty minutes after he'd begun refreshing
Twitter, Tumblr, Facebook, Gmail in a continuous cycle - with an
ongoing, affectless, humorless realisation that his day 'was over' he noticed with confusion, having thought it was early morning, that
it was 4:46PM Taipei is an ode - or lament - to the way we live now.
Following Paul from New York, where he comically navigates Manhattan's
art and literary scenes, to Taipei, Taiwan, where he confronts his
family's roots, we see one relationship fail, while another is born on
the internet and blooms into an unexpected wedding in Las Vegas. From
one of this generation's most talked-about and enigmatic writers comes
a deeply personal and uncompromising novel about memory, love, and
what it means to be alive.
'An utterly dazzling book, the best piece of history I have read for a
long time' Jerry Brotton, author of A History of the World in Twelve
Maps 'Not merely an horologist's delight, but an ingenious meditation
on the nature and symbolism of time-keeping itself' Richard Holmes
Since the dawn of civilisation, we have kept time. But time has always
been against us. From the city sundials of ancient Rome to the era of
the smartwatch, clocks have been used throughout history to wield
power, make money, govern citizens and keep control. Sometimes, also
with clocks, we have fought back. In About Time, time expert David
Rooney tells the story of timekeeping, and how it continues to shape
our modern world. In twelve chapters, demarcated like the hours of
time, we meet the greatest inventions in horological history, from
medieval water clocks to monumental sundials, and from coastal time
signals to satellites in earth's orbit. We discover how clocks have
helped us navigate the world, build empires and even taken us to the
brink of destruction. Over the course of this global journey Rooney
demonstrates how each of these clocks has shone a spotlight onto human
civilisation, and shows us the very real effects clocks continue to
have on everything from capitalism, to politics, to our very identity.
This is the story of time. And the story of time is the story of us.
On 26 April 1937, in the rubble of the bombed city of Guernica, the
world's press scrambled to submit their stories. But one journalist
held back, and spent an extra day exploring the scene. His report
pointed the finger at secret Nazi involvement in the devastating
aerial attack. It was the lead story in both The Times and the New
York Times, and became the most controversial dispatch of the Spanish
Civil War. Who was this Special Correspondent, whose report inspired
Picasso's black-and-white painting Guernica - the most enduring single
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image of the twentieth century - and earned him a place on the Gestapo
Special Wanted List? George Steer, a 27-year-old adventurer, was a
friend and supporter of the Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie I. He
foresaw and alerted others to the fascist game-plan in Africa and all
over Europe; initiated new techniques of propaganda and psychological
warfare; saw military action in Ethiopia, Spain, Finland, Libya,
Egypt, Madagascar and Burma; married twice and wrote eight books.
Without Steer, the true facts about Guernica's destruction might never
have been known. In this exhilarating biography, Nicholas Rankin
brilliantly evokes all the passion, excitement and danger of an
extraordinary life, right up to Steer's premature death in the jungle
on Christmas Day 1944.
The Chemical Future of Our Relationships
Lithium: A Doctor, a Drug, and a Breakthrough
The Unnatural Experiments of Dr Beddoes and His Sons of Genius
Bunny
Psychedelic Drugs Reconsidered
A Novel

A leading ecologist argues that if humankind is to survive on a fragile planet, we must
understand and obey its iron laws Our species has amassed unprecedented knowledge
of nature, which we have tried to use to seize control of life and bend the planet to our
will. In A Natural History of the Future, biologist Rob Dunn argues that such efforts are
futile. We may see ourselves as life’s overlords, but we are instead at its mercy. In the
evolution of antibiotic resistance, the power of natural selection to create biodiversity,
and even the surprising life of the London Underground, Dunn finds laws of life that no
human activity can annul. When we create artificial islands of crops, dump toxic waste,
or build communities, we provide new materials for old laws to shape. Life’s future
flourishing is not in question. Ours is. As ambitious as Edward Wilson’s Sociobiology
and as timely as Elizabeth Kolbert’s The Sixth Extinction, A Natural History of the
Future sets a new standard for understanding the diversity and destiny of life itself.
Guide to cultivating peyote and other psychoactive cacti and extracting active
properties, including obtaining seeds, growing a variety of cacti, cloning, and grafting,
and extracting the maximum output of mescaline and other alkaloids, descriptions of
procedures used for extracting mescaline from peyote and San Pedro, and legal
aspects prepared by Attorney Richard Glen Boire.
A pioneering exploration of olfaction that upsets settled notions of how the brain
translates sensory information. Decades of cognition research have shown that external
stimuli “spark” neural patterns in particular regions of the brain. This has fostered a view
of the brain as a space that we can map: here the brain responds to faces, there it
perceives a sensation in your left hand. But it turns out that the sense of smell—only
recently attracting broader attention in neuroscience—doesn’t work this way. A. S.
Barwich asks a deceptively simple question: What does the nose tell the brain, and how
does the brain understand it? Barwich interviews experts in neuroscience, psychology,
chemistry, and perfumery in an effort to understand the biological mechanics and
myriad meanings of odors. She argues that it is time to stop recycling ideas based on
the paradigm of vision for the olfactory system. Scents are often fickle and boundless in
comparison with visual images, and they do not line up with well-defined neural regions.
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Although olfaction remains a puzzle, Barwich proposes that what we know suggests the
brain acts not only like a map but also as a measuring device, one that senses and
processes simple and complex odors. Accounting for the sense of smell upsets theories
of perception philosophers have developed. In their place, Smellosophy articulates a
new model for understanding how the brain represents sensory information.
The Science and the Story of the Drugs that Changed Our Minds
A History of Civilization in Twelve Clocks
Set, Setting, and the Psychedelic Experience in the Twentieth Century
Peyote and Other Psychoactive Cacti
Emperors of Dreams
The Reefs of Earth
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