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Inglorious Empire What The
British Did To India
Shashi Tharoor delivers an incisive biography of the
great secularist who—alongside his spiritual father,
Mahatma Gandhi—led the movement for India’s
independence from British rule and ushered his newly
independent country into the modern world. The man
who would one day help topple British rule and become
India’s first prime minister started out as a surprisingly
unremarkable student. Born into a wealthy, politically
influential Indian family in the waning years of the Raj,
Jawaharlal Nehru was raised on Western secularism and
the humanist ideas of the Enlightenment. Once he met
Gandhi in 1916, Nehru threw himself into the nonviolent
struggle for India’s independence, a struggle that wasn’t
won until 1947. India had found a perfect political
complement to her more spiritual advocate, but neither
Nehru nor Gandhi could prevent the horrific price for
independence: partition. This fascinating biography casts
an unflinching eye on Nehru’s heroic efforts for, and
stewardship of, independent India and gives us a careful
appraisal of his legacy to the world.
A powerful reassessment of a seminal moment in the
history of India and the British Empire—the Amritsar
Massacre—to mark its 100th anniversaryThe Amritsar
Massacre of 1919 was a seminal moment in the history
of the British Empire, yet it remains poorly understood. In
this dramatic account, Kim A. Wagner details the
perspectives of ordinary people and argues that General
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Dyer’s order to open fire at Jallianwalla Bagh was an act
of fear. Situating the massacre within the "deep" context
of British colonial mentality and the local dynamics of
Indian nationalism, Wagner provides a genuinely
nuanced approach to the bloody history of the British
Empire.
How rebellious colonies changed British attitudes to
empire Insurgent Empire shows how Britain’s enslaved
and colonial subjects were active agents in their own
liberation. What is more, they shaped British ideas of
freedom and emancipation back in the United Kingdom.
Priyamvada Gopal examines a century of dissent on the
question of empire and shows how British critics of
empire were influenced by rebellions and resistance in
the colonies, from the West Indies and East Africa to
Egypt and India. In addition, a pivotal role in fomenting
resistance was played by anticolonial campaigners
based in London, right at the heart of empire. Much has
been written on how colonized peoples took up British
and European ideas and turned them against empire
when making claims to freedom and self-determination.
Insurgent Empire sets the record straight in
demonstrating that these people were much more than
victims of imperialism or, subsequently, the passive
beneficiaries of an enlightened British conscience—they
were insurgents whose legacies shaped and benefited
the nation that once oppressed them.
India: From Midnight to the Millennium and Beyond is an
eloquent argument for the importance of India to the
future of the industrialized world. Shashi Tharoor shows
compellingly that India stands at the intersection of the
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most significant questions facing the world today. If
democracy leads to inefficient political infighting, should
it be sacrificed in the interest of economic well-being?
Does religious fundamentalism provide a way for
countries in the developing world to assert their identity
in the face of Western hegemony, or is there a case for
pluralism and diversity amid cultural and religious
traditions? Does the entry of Western consumer goods
threaten a country's economic self-sufficiency, and is
protectionism the only guarantee of independence? The
answers to such questions will determine what the
nature of our world is in the twenty-first century. And
since Indians account for almost one-sixth of the world's
population today, their choices will resonate throughout
the globe. Shashi Tharoor deals with this vast theme in a
work of remarkable depth and startling originality,
combining elements of political scholarship, personal
reflection, memoir, fiction, and polemic, all illuminated in
vivid and compelling prose.
The Case for India
A Social History of the Raj
The Invention of India
200 Years of Singapore and the United Kingdom
Opium Inc.
Pirates of Empire
The British in India
While imperial blockbusters fly off the
shelves, there is no comprehensive history
dedicated to resistance in the 19th and
20th century British Empire. The Trouble
with Empire is the first volume to fill
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this gap, offering a brief but thorough
introduction to the nature and
consequences of resistance to British
imperialism. Historian Antoinette Burton's
study spans the 19th and 20th centuries,
when discontented subjects of empire made
their unhappiness felt from Ireland to
Canada to India to Africa to Australasia,
in direct response to incursions of
military might and imperial capitalism.
The Trouble with Empire offers the first
thoroughgoing account of what British
imperialism looked like from below and of
how tenuous its hold on alien populations
was throughout its long, unstable life. By
taking the long view, moving across a
variety of geopolitical sites and spanning
the whole of the period 1840-1955, Burton
examines the commonalities between
different forms of resistance and unveils
the structural weaknesses of the British
Empire.0.
A SUNDAY TIMES, THE TIMES, SPECTATOR, NEW
STATESMAN, TLS BOOK OF THE YEAR The
British in this book lived in India from
shortly after the reign of Elizabeth I
until well into the reign of Elizabeth II.
Who were they? What drove these men and
women to risk their lives on long voyages
down the Atlantic and across the Indian
Ocean or later via the Suez Canal? And
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when they got to India, what did they do
and how did they live? This book explores
the lives of the many different sorts of
Briton who went to India: viceroys and
offcials, soldiers and missionaries,
planters and foresters, merchants,
engineers, teachers and doctors. It evokes
the three and a half centuries of their
ambitions and experiences, together with
the lives of their families, recording the
diversity of their work and their leisure,
and the complexity of their relationships
with the peoples of India. It also
describes the lives of many who did not
fit in with the usual image of the Raj:
the tramps and rascals, the men who 'went
native', the women who scorned the role of
the traditional memsahib. David Gilmour
has spent decades researching in archives,
studying the papers of many people who
have never been written about before, to
create a magnificent tapestry of British
life in India. It is exceptional work of
scholarly recovery portrays individuals
with understanding and humour, and makes
an original and engaging contribution to a
long and important period of British and
Indian history.
Hinduism is one of the world's oldest and
greatest religious traditions. In
captivating prose, Shashi Tharoor
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untangles its origins, its key
philosophical concepts and texts. He
explores everyday Hindu beliefs and
practices, from worship to pilgrimage to
caste, and touchingly reflects on his
personal beliefs and relationship with the
religion. Not one to shy from controversy,
Tharoor is unsparing in his criticism of
'Hindutva', an extremist, nationalist
Hinduism endorsed by India's current
government. He argues urgently and
persuasively that it is precisely because
of Hinduism's rich diversity that India
has survived and thrived as a plural,
secular nation. If narrow fundamentalism
wins out, Indian democracy itself is in
peril.
Western interventions today have much in
common with the countless violent
conflicts that have occurred on Europe's
periphery since the conquest of the
Americas in the sixteenth century. Like
their predecessors, modern imperial wars
are shaped especially by spatial features
and by pronounced asymmetries of military
organisation, resources, modes of warfare
and cultures of violence between the
respective parties. Today's imperial wars
are essentially civil wars, in which
Western powers are only one player among
many. As ever, the Western military
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machine is proving incapable of resolving
political strife through force, or of
engaging opponents with no reason to offer
conventional combat, who instead rely on
guerrilla warfare and terrorism. And, as
they always have, local populations pay
the price for these shortcomings. Colonial
Violence aims to offer, for the first
time, a coherent explanation of the logic
of violent hostilities within the context
of European expansion. Walter's analysis
reveals parallels between different
empires and continuities spanning
historical epochs. He concludes that
recent Western military interventions,
from Afghanistan to Mali, are not new
wars, but stand in the 500-year-old
tradition of transcultural violent
conflict, under the specific conditions of
colonialism.
A New History of British India
Britain's Raj and the Chaos of Empire
what the British did to India
The Secret History of the End of an Empire
Tharoorosaurus
The Tears of the Rajas
Empire

***FEATURING UPDATED AND NEW MATERIAL***
***THE BOOK THAT INSPIRED THE CHANNEL 4
DOCUMENTARY 'EMPIRE STATE OF MIND'***
THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'The real
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remedy is education of the kind that Sanghera has
embraced - accepting, not ignoring, the past' Gerard
deGroot, The Times __________________________
___________________________ EMPIRE explains
why there are millions of Britons living worldwide.
EMPIRE explains Brexit and the feeling that we are
exceptional. EMPIRE explains our distrust of
cleverness. EMPIRE explains Britain's particular
brand of racism. Strangely hidden from view, the
British Empire remains a subject of both shame and
glorification. In his bestselling book, Sathnam
Sanghera shows how our imperial past is everywhere:
from how we live and think to the foundation of the
NHS and even our response to the COVID-19 crisis.
At a time of great division, when we are arguing about
what it means to be British, Empireland is a
groundbreaking revelation - a much-needed and
enlightening portrait of contemporary British society,
shining a light on everything that usually gets left
unsaid. ____________________________________
___________________ 'Empireland takes a perfectlyjudged approach to its contentious but necessary
subject' Jonathan Coe 'I only wish this book has been
around when I was at school' Sadiq Khan, Mayor of
London 'This remarkable book shines the brightest of
lights into some of the darkest and most
misunderstood corners of our shared history' James
O'Brien
The Sunday Times Top 10 bestseller on India's
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experience of British colonialism, by the internationallyacclaimed author and diplomat Shashi Tharoor
'Tharoor's impassioned polemic slices straight to the
heart of the darkness that drives all empires ... laying
bare the grim, and high, cost of the British Empire for
its former subjects. An essential read' Financial Times
In the eighteenth century, India's share of the world
economy was as large as Europe's. By 1947, after two
centuries of British rule, it had decreased six-fold. The
Empire blew rebels from cannon, massacred unarmed
protesters, entrenched institutionalised racism, and
caused millions to die from starvation. British
imperialism justified itself as enlightened despotism
for the benefit of the governed, but Shashi Tharoor
takes demolishes this position, demonstrating how
every supposed imperial 'gift' - from the railways to the
rule of law - was designed in Britain's interests alone.
He goes on to show how Britain's Industrial Revolution
was founded on India's deindustrialisation, and the
destruction of its textile industry. In this bold and
incisive reassessment of colonialism, Tharoor
exposes to devastating effect the inglorious reality of
Britain's stained Indian legacy.
This enthralling book offers a new approach to Indian
economic history, placing trade and mercantile activity
in the region within a global framework.
'The core of the book is a virtuoso takedown of
cherished shibboleths of Raj mythology' Financial
Times 'A forceful reminder that Britain has its own
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messy past to come to terms with' Guardian In the
nineteenth century, imperial India was at the centre of
Britain's global power. But since its partition between
India and Pakistan in 1947, the Raj has divided
opinion: some celebrate its supposed role in creating
much that is good in the modern world; others
condemn it as the cause of continuing poverty. Today,
the Raj lives on in faded images of Britain's former
glory, a notion used now to sell goods in India as well
as Europe. But its real character has been poorly
understood. India Conquered is the first general
history of British India for over twenty years, getting
under the skin of empire to show how British rule
really worked. Oscillating between paranoid paralysis
and moments of extreme violence, it was beset by
chaos and chronic weakness. Jon Wilson argues that
this contradictory character was a consequence of the
Raj's failure to create long-term relationships with
Indian society and claims that these systemic
problems still affect the world's largest democracy as
it navigates the twenty-first century. 'This is a brave
and long overdue riposte to Raj romanticists' John
Keay
Empire of Guns
European Empires and the Use of Force
The British Empire In India
Mutiny, Money and Marriage in India 1805-1905
Life and Death in the World City
Challenges to Modern British Imperialism
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India in the World Economy
An immersive portrait of the lives of
the British in India, from the
seventeenth century to Independence Who
of the British went to India, and why?
We know about Kipling and Forster,
Orwell and Scott, but what of the
youthful forestry official, the
enterprising boxwallah, the fervid
missionary? What motivated them to
travel halfway around the globe, what
lives did they lead when they got
there, and what did they think about it
all? Full of spirited, illuminating
anecdotes drawn from long-forgotten
memoirs, correspondence, and government
documents, The British in India weaves
a rich tapestry of the everyday
experiences of the Britons who found
themselves in “the jewel in the crown”
of the British Empire. David Gilmour
captures the substance and texture of
their work, home, and social lives, and
illustrates how these transformed
across the several centuries of British
presence and rule in the subcontinent,
from the East India Company’s first
trading station in 1615 to the twilight
of the Raj and Partition and
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Independence in 1947. He takes us
through remote hill stations, bustling
coastal ports, opulent palaces,
regimented cantonments, and dense
jungles, revealing the country as seen
through British eyes, and wittily
reveling in all the particular concerns
and contradictions that were a
consequence of that limited
perspective. The British in India is a
breathtaking accomplishment, a vivid
and balanced history written with brio,
elegance, and erudition.
Seventy years on, the Partition of
India fades from memory. Can it be
restored?
In the wake of Brexit, the Commonwealth
has been identified as an important
body for future British trade and
diplomacy, but few know what it
actually does. How is it organized and
what has held it together for so long?
How important is the Queen's role as
Head of the Commonwealth? Most
importantly, why has it had such a
troubled recent past, and is it
realistic to imagine that its fortunes
might be reversed?In The Empire's New
Clothes,? Murphy strips away the gilded
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self-image of the Commonwealth to
reveal an irrelevant institution
afflicted by imperial amnesia. He
offers a personal perspective on this
complex and poorly understood
institution, and asks if it can ever
escape from the shadow of the British
Empire to become an organization based
on shared values, rather than a shared
history.
When Portuguese explorers first arrived
in India, the maritime passage
initiated an exchange of goods as well
as ideas. European ambassadors,
missionaries, soldiers, and scholars
who followed produced a body of
knowledge that shaped European thought
about India. Sanjay Subrahmanyam tracks
these changing ideas over the entire
early modern period.
Why I Am a Hindu
A People's History of the British
Empire
Inglorious Empire
The British Raj and the Conquest of
India
The Making and Unmaking of British
India
Empireland
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What the British Did to India
A bestselling historian shows how the British Empire
created the modern world, in a book lauded as "a rattling
good tale" (Wall Street Journal) and "popular history at
its best" (Washington Post) The British Empire was the
largest in all history: the nearest thing to global
domination ever achieved. The world we know today is in
large measure the product of Britain's Age of Empire.
The global spread of capitalism, telecommunications, the
English language, and institutions of representative
government -- all these can be traced back to the
extraordinary expansion of Britain's economy, population
and culture from the seventeenth century until the midtwentieth. On a vast and vividly colored canvas, Empire
shows how the British Empire acted as midwife to
modernity. Displaying the originality and rigor that have
made Niall Ferguson one of the world's foremost
historians, Empire is a dazzling tour de force -- a
remarkable reappraisal of the prizes and pitfalls of global
empire.
A dogged enemy of Hitler, resolute ally of the Americans,
and inspiring leader through World War II, Winston
Churchill is venerated as one of the truly great statesmen
of the last century. But while he has been widely extolled
for his achievements, parts of Churchill's record have
gone woefully unexamined.As journalist Madhusree
Mukerjee reveals, at the same time that Churchill
brilliantly opposed the barbarism of the Nazis, he
governed India with a fierce resolve to crush its freedom
movement and a profound contempt for native lives. A
series of Churchill's decisions between 1940 and 1944
Page 14/31

Read Free Inglorious Empire What The British Did
To India
directly and inevitably led to the deaths of some three
million Indians. The streets of eastern Indian cities were
lined with corpses, yet instead of sending emergency
food shipments Churchill used the wheat and ships at his
disposal to build stockpiles for feeding postwar Britain
and Europe. Combining meticulous research with a vivid
narrative, and riveting accounts of personality and policy
clashes within and without the British War Cabinet,
Churchill's Secret War places this oft-overlooked tragedy
into the larger context of World War II, India's fight for
freedom, and Churchill's enduring legacy. Winston
Churchill may have found victory in Europe, but, as this
groundbreaking historical investigation reveals, his
mismanagement -- facilitated by dubious advice from
scientist and eugenicist Lord Cherwell -- devastated
India and set the stage for the massive bloodletting that
accompanied independence.
This comparative study of piracy and maritime violence
provides a fresh understanding of European overseas
expansion and colonisation in Asia. This title is also
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
From the eighteenth century until the 1950s the British
Empire was the biggest political entity in the world. The
territories forming this empire ranged from tiny islands to
vast segments of the world's major continental land
masses. The British Empire left its mark on the world in a
multitude of ways, many of them permanent. In this Very
Short Introduction, Ashley Jackson introduces and
defines the British Empire, reviewing its historiography
by answering a series of key questions: What was the
British Empire, and what were its main constituent parts?
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What were the phases of imperial expansion and
contraction and the general causes of expansion and
contraction? How was the Empire ruled? What were its
economic effects? What were the cultural implications of
empire, in Britain and its colonies? What was life like for
people living under imperial rule? What are the legacies
of the British Empire and how should we view its place in
world history? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
The Rise and Demise of the British World Order and the
Lessons for Global Power
A Critique from the Left
The Chaos of Empire
Colonial Violence
Beyond the Western-Centric Frontier
From Antiquity to the Present
Europe’s India
Inglorious Empire tells the real story of
the British in India — from the arrival of
the East India Company to the end of the
Raj — and reveals how Britain’s rise was
built upon its plunder of India. In the
eighteenth century, India’s share of the
world economy was as large as Europe’s. By
1947, after two centuries of British rule,
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it had decreased six-fold. Beyond conquest
and deception, the Empire blew rebels from
cannon, massacred unarmed protesters,
entrenched institutionalised racism, and
caused millions to die from starvation.
British imperialism justified itself as
enlightened despotism for the benefit of
the governed, but Shashi Tharoor takes on
and demolishes this position,
demonstrating how every supposed imperial
‘gift’ — from the railways to the rule of
law — was designed in Britain’s interests
alone. He goes on to show how Britain’s
Industrial Revolution was founded on
India’s deindustrialisation, and the
destruction of its textile industry. In
this bold and incisive reassessment of
colonialism, Tharoor exposes to
devastating effect the inglorious reality
of Britain’s stained Indian legacy.
The Blood Never Dried challenges the
rising chorus of claims that the British
Empire was a kinder, gentler force in the
world of imperialism. John Newsinger sets
out to uncover this neglected history of
repression and resistance. To the boast
that 'the sun never set on the British
Empire' the Chartist Ernest Jones replied
'and the blood never dried.' This new,
updated edition brings the story up to the
Obama administration and Britain's
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changing relationship with the US, as well
as taking into account the Arab Spring and
its implications.
How can we explain Britain’s long rule in
India beyond the clichés of ‘imperial’
versus ‘nationalist’ interpretations? In
this new history, Roderick Matthews tells
a more nuanced story of ‘oblige and rule’,
the foundation of common purpose between
colonisers and powerful Indians. Peace,
Poverty and Betrayal argues that this was
more a state of being than a system:
British policy was never clear or
consistent; the East India Company went
from a manifestly incompetent ruler to,
arguably, the world’s first liberal
government; and among British and Indians
alike there were both progressive and
conservative attitudes to colonisation.
Matthews skilfully illustrates that this
very diversity and ambiguity of
British–Indian relations also drove the
social changes that led to the struggle
for independence. Skewering the simplistic
binaries that often dominate the debate,
Peace, Poverty and Betrayal is a fresh and
elegant history of British India.
Winner of the Jerry Bentley Prize in World
History (American Historical Association).
Award-winning historian Priya Satia
presents a new history of the Industrial
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Revolution that positions war and the gun
trade squarely at the heart of the rapid
growth of technology and Britain’s
imperial expansion. Satia’s thorough
examination advances a radical new
understanding of the historical roots of
the violent partnership between the
government, military and the economy.
Sweeping in its scope and entirely
original in its approach, Empire of Guns
illuminates Britain’s emergence as a
global superpower in a clear and novel
light. Reviews of Empire of Guns: 'A
fascinating study of the centrality of
militarism in 18th-century British life,
and how imperial expansion and arms went
hand in hand... This book is a triumph.'
Guardian 'A fascinating and important
glimpse into how violence fueled the
industrial revolution, Priya Satia's book
stuns with deep scholarship and sparkling
prose.' Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of The Emperor of All
Maladies 'Fascinating.' New York Times ‘A
strong narrative bolstered by excellent
archival research... tremendous
scholarship.’ Booklist ‘Boldly uncovers a
history of modern violence and its central
role in political, economic, and
technological progress. As unsettling as
it is bracing.' Pankaj Mishra, author of
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Age of Anger ‘A solid contribution to the
history of technology and commerce, with
broad implications for the present.’
Kirkus
The Trouble with Empire
The British Empire and the Ravaging of
India during World War II
The Bangladesh War and Its Unquiet Legacy
Anticolonial Resistance and British
Dissent
This is London
Amritsar 1919
Peace, Poverty and Betrayal

The stroke of midnight on 15 August
1947 liberated 400 million Indians from
the British Empire. One of the defining
moments of world history had been
brought about by a tiny number of
people, including Jawaharlal Nehru, the
fiery prime minister-to-be; Gandhi, the
mystical figure who enthralled a
nation; and Louis and Edwina
Mountbatten, the glamorous but unlikely
couple who had been dispatched to get
Britain out of India without delay.
Within hours of the midnight chimes,
however, the two new nations of India
and Pakistan would descend into anarchy
and terror. INDIAN SUMMERdepicts the
epic sweep of events that ripped apart
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the greatest empire the world has ever
seen, and reveals the secrets of the
most powerful players on the world
stage: the Cold War conspiracies, the
private deals, and the intense and
clandestine love affair between the
wife of the last viceroy and the first
prime minister of free India. With wit,
insight and a sharp eye for detail,
Alex von Tunzelmann relates how a
handful of people changed the world for
ever.
'Judah grabs hold of London and shakes
out its secrets' The Economist This is
London in the eyes of its beggars,
bankers, coppers, gangsters, carers,
witch-doctors and sex workers. This is
London in the voices of Arabs, Afghans,
Nigerians, Poles, Romanians and
Russians. This is London as you've
never seen it before. 'An eye-opening
investigation into the hidden immigrant
life of the city' Sunday Times 'Full of
nuggets of unexpected information about
the lives of others . . . It recalls
the journalism of Orwell' Financial
Times
Shashi Tharoor is the wizard of words.
In Tharoorosaurus, he shares fiftyPage 21/31
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three examples from his vocabulary:
unusual words from every letter of the
alphabet. You don't have to be a
linguaphile to enjoy the fun facts and
interesting anecdotes behind the words!
Be ready to impress-and say goodbye to
your
hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia!
The popular image of the British Raj-an
era of efficient but officious
governors, sycophantic local
functionaries, doting amahs,
blisteringly hot days and torrid nightschronicled by Forster and Kipling is a
glamorous, nostalgic, but entirely
fictitious. In this dramatic
revisionist history, Jon Wilson upends
the carefully sanitized image of unity,
order, and success to reveal an empire
rooted far more in violence than in
virtue, far more in chaos than in
control. Through the lives of
administrators, soldiers, and subjectsboth British and Indian-The Chaos of
Empire traces Britain's imperial rule
from the East India Company's first
transactions in the 1600s to Indian
Independence in 1947. The Raj was the
most public demonstration of a state's
Page 22/31

Read Free Inglorious Empire What The British Did
To India
ability to project power far from home,
and its perceived success was used to
justify interventions around the world
in the years that followed. But the
Raj's institutions-from law courts to
railway lines-were designed to protect
British power without benefiting the
people they ruled. This self-serving
and careless governance resulted in an
impoverished people and a stifled
society, not a glorious Indian empire.
Jon Wilson's new portrait of a muchmythologized era finally and
convincingly proves that the story of
benign British triumph was a carefully
concocted fiction, here thoroughly and
totally debunked.
The Myth of the Commonwealth
How Imperialism Has Shaped Modern
Britain
What Ruling the World Did to the
British
Insurgent Empire
From Midnight To The Millennium and
Beyond
Multicultural Origins of the Global
Economy'
Three Centuries of Ambition and
Experience
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The Tears of the Rajas is a sweeping history of the
British in India, seen through the experiences of a
single Scottish family. For a century the Lows of
Clatto survived mutiny, siege, debt and disease,
everywhere from the heat of Madras to the Afghan
snows. They lived through the most appalling
atrocities and retaliated with some of their own. Each
of their lives, remarkable in itself, contributes to the
story of the whole fragile and imperilled, often
shockingly oppressive and devious but now and
then heroic and poignant enterprise. On the surface,
John and Augusta Low and their relations may seem
imperturbable, but in their letters and diaries they
often reveal their loneliness and desperation and
their doubts about what they are doing in India. The
Lows are the family of the author's grandmother, and
a recurring theme of the book is his own discovery
of them and of those parts of the history of the
British in India which posterity has preferred to
forget. The book brings to life not only the most
dramatic incidents of their careers - the massacre at
Vellore, the conquest of Java, the deposition of the
boy-king of Oudh, the disasters in Afghanistan, the
Reliefs of Lucknow and Chitral - but also their
personal ordeals: the bankruptcies in Scotland and
Calcutta, the plagues and fevers, the deaths of
children and deaths in childbirth. And it brings to life
too the unrepeatable strangeness of their lives: the
camps and the palaces they lived in, the balls and
the flirtations in the hill stations, and the hot slow
rides through the dust. An epic saga of love, war,
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intrigue and treachery, The Tears of the Rajas is
surely destined to become a classic of its kind.
Shashi Tharoor’s “Inglorious Empire” is an account
of “What the British did to India”. The book is
composed in eight chapters through which Tharoor
deals with the implications of two centuries of
British colonialism. The author assembles a thematic
record of deliberate policies pursued by the British
aristocracy and he examines how those strategies in
action, led to the depredation and looting of the
Indian resources, starvation of its people,
fragmentation of its social identity and destruction of
its cultural and economic base in the course of two
centuries. Tharoor’s book is not a chronology of the
British colonial machinery and it should not be
treated so. The narrative is shaped to converge in
certain historical events – such as partition of India –
in a flowing arrangement of themes that are the overarching characteristic of the record the author is
providing.
In 1930, the American historian and philosopher Will
Durant wrote that Britain's 'conscious and deliberate
bleeding of India... [was the] greatest crime in all
history'. He was not the only one to denounce the
rapacity and cruelty of British rule, and his
assessment was not exaggerated. Almost thirty-five
million Indians died because of acts of commission
and omission by the British-in famines, epidemics,
communal riots and wholesale slaughter like the
reprisal killings after the 1857 War of Independence
and the Amritsar massacre of 1919. Besides the
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deaths of Indians, British rule impoverished India in
a manner that beggars belief. When the East India
Company took control of the country, in the chaos
that ensued after the collapse of the Mughal empire,
India's share of world GDP was 23 per cent. When
the British left it was just above 3 per cent. The
British empire in India began with the East India
Company, incorporated in 1600, by royal charter of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I, to trade in silk, spices
and other profitable Indian commodities. Within a
century and a half, the Company had become a
power to reckon with in India. In 1757, under the
command of Robert Clive, Company forces defeated
the ruling Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula of Bengal at
Plassey, through a combination of superior artillery
and even more superior chicanery. A few years later,
the young and weakened Mughal emperor, Shah
Alam II, was browbeaten into issuing an edict that
replaced his own revenue officials with the
Company's representatives. Over the next several
decades, the East India Company, backed by the
British government, extended its control over most
of India, ruling with a combination of extortion,
double-dealing, and outright corruption backed by
violence and superior force. This state of affairs
continued until 1857, when large numbers of the
Company's Indian soldiers spearheaded the first
major rebellion against colonial rule. After the rebels
were defeated, the British Crown took over power
and ruled the country ostensibly more benignly until
1947, when India won independence. In this
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explosive book, bestselling author Shashi Tharoor
reveals with acuity, impeccable research, and
trademark wit, just how disastrous British rule was
for India. Besides examining the many ways in which
the colonizers exploited India, ranging from the drain
of national resources to Britain, the destruction of
the Indian textile, steel-making and shipping
industries, and the negative transformation of
agriculture, he demolishes the arguments of Western
and Indian apologists for Empire on the supposed
benefits of British rule, including democracy and
political freedom, the rule of law, and the railways.
The few unarguable benefits-the English language,
tea, and cricket-were never actually intended for the
benefit of the colonized but introduced to serve the
interests of the colonizers. Brilliantly narrated and
passionately argued, An Era of Darkness will serve
to correct many misconceptions about one of the
most contested periods of Indian history.
Develops a fresh non-Eurocentric analysis of the rise
and development of the global economy in the last
half-millennium.
Words, People, Empires, 1500 - 1800
India
Nehru
The Colonel Who Would Not Repent
Remnants of Partition
Book Review: Shashi Tharoor, Inglorious Empire,
What the British did to India
An Empire of Fear and the Making of a Massacre
From the bestselling author of The English comes
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Empire, Jeremy Paxman's history of the British
Empire accompanied by a flagship 5-part BBC TV
series, for readers of Simon Schama and Andrew
Marr. The influence of the British Empire is
everywhere, from the very existence of the United
Kingdom to the ethnic composition of our cities. It
affects everything, from Prime Ministers' decisions to
send troops to war to the adventurers we admire.
From the sports we think we're good at to the
architecture of our buildings; the way we travel to
the way we trade; the hopeless losers we will on, and
the food we hunger for, the empire is never very far
away. In this acute and witty analysis, Jeremy
Paxman goes to the very heart of empire. As he
describes the selection process for colonial officers
('intended to weed out the cad, the feeble and the too
clever') the importance of sport, the sweating
domestic life of the colonial officer's wife ('the
challenge with cooking meat was "to grasp the
fleeting moment between toughness and putrefaction
when the joint may possibly prove eatable"') and the
crazed end for General Gordon of Khartoum, Paxman
brings brilliantly to life the tragedy and comedy of
Empire and reveals its profound and lasting effect on
our nation and ourselves. 'Paxman is witty, incisive,
acerbic and opinionated . . . In short, he carries the
whole thing off with panache bordering on effrontery'
Piers Brendon, Sunday Times 'Paxman is a
magnificent historian, and Empire may be
remembered as his finest work' Independent on
Sunday Jeremy Paxman was born in Yorkshire and
educated at Cambridge. He is an award-winning
journalist who spent ten years reporting from
overseas, notably for Panorama. He is the author of
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five books including The English. He is the presenter
of Newsnight and University Challenge and has
presented BBC documentaries on various subjects
including Victorian art and Wilfred Owen.
This is the brilliantly told story of one of the wonders
of the modern world - how in less than a hundred
years the British made themselves masters of India.
They ruled it for another hundred, departing in 1947,
leaving behind the independent states of India and
Pakistan. British rule taught Indians to see
themselves as Indians and its benefits included
railways, hospitals, law and a universal language. But
the Raj, outwardly so monolithic and magnificent,
was always precarious. Its masters knew that it
rested ultimately on the goodwill of Indians. This is a
new look at a subject rich in incident and character;
the India of the Raj was that of Clive, Kipling, Curzon
and Gandhi and a host of lesser known others. RAJ
will provoke debate, for it sheds new light on
Mountbatten and the events of 1946-47 which ended
an exercise in benign autocracy and an experiment in
altruism.
This is the story of the world's biggest drug deal. In
the nineteenth century, the British East India
Company operated a triangle of trade that straddled
the globe, running from India to China to Britain.
From India to China, they took opium. From China to
Britain, they took tea. From Britain to India, they
brought empire. It was a machine that consumed
cheap Indian land and labour and spat out money.
The British had two problems, though. They were
importing enormous amounts of tea from China, but
the Celestial Empire looked down on British goods
and only wanted silver in return. Simultaneously, the
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expanding colony in India was proving far too
expensive to maintain. The British solved both
problems with opium, which became the source of
income on which they built their empire. For more
than a century, the British knew that the drug was
dangerous and continued to trade in it anyway. Its
legacy in India, whether the poverty of Bihar or the
wealth of Bombay, is still not acknowledged. Like
many colonial institutions in India, the story of opium
is one of immense pain for many and huge privileges
for a few.
Bangladesh was once East Pakistan, the Muslim
nation carved out of the Indian Subcontinent when it
gained independence from Britain in 1947. As
religion alone could not keep East Pakistan and West
Pakistan together, Bengali-speaking East Pakistan
fought for and achieved liberation in 1971. Coups
and assassinations followed, and two decades later it
completed its long, tumultuous transition to
parliamentary government. Its history is complex and
tragic—one of war, natural disaster, starvation,
corruption, and political instability. First published in
India by the Aleph Book Company, Salil Tripathi’s
lyrical, beautifully wrought tale of the difficult birth
and conflict-ridden politics of this haunted land has
received international critical acclaim, and his
reporting has been honored with a Mumbai Press
Club Red Ink Award for Excellence in Journalism.
The Colonel Who Would Not Repent is an insightful
study of a nation struggling to survive and define
itself.
Churchill's Secret War
21 Objects from a Continent Divided
The Violent Making of the Industrial Revolution
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An Era of Darkness

Page 31/31

Copyright : regist.haupcar.com

