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Rebecca Posner explores the history of the French language in all its manifestations. Within the
framework of modern linguistic theory, she concentrates on how French acquired its distinctive
identity and how different varieties of French relate to each other. This book richly illustrates the
more technical aspects of linguistic change, and sets evidence of social history against the way the
language has changed over time.
This is a selection of papers from the 15th International Conference on Historical Linguistics held in
Melbourne 13-17 August 2001, hosted by the Linguistics Program at La Trobe University. The
papers range from the general theoretical to the study of particular languages and embrace most
areas of linguistics, particularly morpho-syntax.
The collected articles in this volume address an array of cutting-edge issues in the field of historical
linguistics, including new theoretical approaches and innovative methodologies for studying
language through a diachronic lens. The articles focus on the following themes: I. Case & Argument
Structure, II. Alignment & Diathesis, III. Patterns, Paradigms, & Restructuring, IV.
Grammaticalization & Construction Grammar, V. Corpus Linguistics & Morphosyntax, VI.
Languages in Contact. Papers reflect a wide range of perspectives, and focus on issues and data
from an array of languages and language families, from new analyses of case and argument
structure in Ancient Greek to phonological evidence for language contact in Vietnamese, from
patterns of convergence in Neo-Aramaic to the development of the ergative in Basque. The volume
contributes substantially to the debate surrounding core issues of language change: the role of the
individual speaker, the nature of paths of grammaticalization, the role of contact, the interface of
diachrony and synchrony, and many other issues. It should be useful to any reader hoping to gain
insight into the nature of language change.
Historical linguistic theory and practice contains a great number of different 'layers' which have
been accepted in the course of time and have acquired a permanency of their own. These range
from neogrammarian conceptualizations of sound change and analogy to present-day ideas on rule
change and language mixture. To get a full grasp of the principles of historical linguistics it is
therefore necessary to understand the nature and justifications (or shortcomings) of each of these
'layers', not just to look for a single 'overarching' theory. The major purpose of the book is to
provide in up-to-date form such an understanding of the principles of historical linguistics and the
related fields of comparative linguistics and linguistic reconstruction. In addition, the book provides
a very broad exemplification of the principles of historical linguistics.
An Introduction to Historical Linguistics
Trask's Historical Linguistics
Selected papers from the 15th International Conference on Historical Linguistics, Melbourne, 1317
August 2001
The Handbook of Linguistics
Progress Or Decay?
This interdisciplinary volume explores the unique role of the
sociohistorical factors of isolation and contact in motivating
change in the varieties of Spanish worldwide. Recognizing the
inherent intersectionality of social and historical factors, the
book’s eight chapters investigate phenomena ranging from forms
of address and personal(ized) infinitives to clitics and
sibilant systems, extending from Majorca to Mexico, from
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Panamanian Congo speech to Afro-Andean vernaculars. The volume
is particularly recommended for scholars interested in
historical linguistics, sociolinguistics, history, sociology,
and anthropology in the Spanish-speaking world. Additionally, it
will serve as an indispensable guide to students, both at the
undergraduate and graduate level, investigating sociohistorical
advances in Spanish.
The Handbook of Historical Linguistics provides a detailed
account of the numerous issues, methods, and results that
characterize current work in historical linguistics, the area of
linguistics most directly concerned with language change as well
as past language states. Contains an extensive introduction that
places the study of historical linguistics in its proper context
within linguistics and the historical sciences in general Covers
the methodology of historical linguistics and presents
sophisticated overviews of the principles governing
phonological, morphological, syntactic, and semantic change
Includes contributions from the leading specialists in the field
Written by an international team of leading scholars, this
groundbreaking reference work explores the nature of language
change and diffusion, and paves the way for future research in
this rapidly expanding interdisciplinary field. Features 35
newly-written essays from internationally acclaimed experts that
reflect the growth and vitality of the burgeoning area of
historical sociolinguistics Examines how sociolinguistic
theoretical models, methods, findings, and expertise can be used
to reconstruct a language's past in order to explain linguistic
changes and developments Bridges the gap between the past and
the present in linguistic studies Structured thematically into
sections exploring: origins and theoretical assumptions; methods
for the sociolinguistic study of the history of languages;
linguistic and extra-linguistic variables; historical
dialectology, language contact and diffusion; and attitudes to
language
Why does language change? Why can we speak to and understand our
parents but have trouble reading Shakespeare? Why is Chaucer's
English of the fourteenth century so different from Modern
English of the late twentieth century that the two are
essentially different languages? Why are Americans and English
'one people divided by a common language'? And how can the
language of Chaucer and Modern English - or Modern British and
American English - still be called the same language? The
present book provides answers to questions like these in a
straightforward way, aimed at the non-specialist, with ample
illustrations from both familiar and more exotic languages. Most
chapters in this new edition have been reworked, with some
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difficult passages removed, other passages thoroughly rewritten,
and several new sections added, e.g. on the regularity of sound
change and its importance for general historical-comparative
linguistics. Further, the chapter notes and bibliography have
all been updated. The content is engaging, focusing on topics
and issues that spark student interest. Its goals are broadly
pedagogical and the level and presentation are appropriate for
interested beginners with little or no background in
linguistics. The language coverage for examples goes well beyond
what is usual for books of this kind, with a considerable amount
of data from various languages of India.
101 Problems and Solutions in Historical Linguistics
Isolation and contact
Cognitive Linguistics - A Survey of Linguistic Subfields
Studies in historical linguistics with a focus on Spanish
Exploring Diversity in Language Change
The chapters provide comprehensive surveys of the major subfields of
Cognitive Linguistics. Apart from phonology, construction grammar and
lexical semantics, the areas of language use, language acquisition and
literary discourse are comprehensively presented.
Written by an international team of leading scholars, this engaging
textbook on the study of English historical linguistics is uniquely
organized in terms of theoretical approaches and perspectives. Each
chapter features textboxes, case studies, suggestions for further
reading and exercises, enabling students to understand the strengths
and weaknesses of each approach and guiding them on undertaking
further research. The case studies and exercises guide students in
approaching and manipulating empirical data, providing them with handson experience of conducting linguistic research. An extensive variety
of approaches, from traditional to contemporary, is treated, including
generative approaches, historical sociolinguistic and pragmatic
approaches, psycholinguistic perspectives, grammaticalization theory,
and discourse-based approaches, as well as perspectives on
standardization and language variation. Each chapter applies the
concepts discussed to data from the history of English, and a glossary
of key terms enables easy navigation and quick cross-referencing. An
essential resource for advanced undergraduate and graduate students of
the history of English linguistics.
Why does language change? Why can we speak to and understand our
parents but have trouble reading Shakespeare? Why is Chaucer's English
of the fourteenth century so different from Modern English of the late
twentieth century that the two are essentially different languages?
Why are Americans and English 'one people divided by a common
language'? And how can the language of Chaucer and Modern English - or
Modern British and American English - still be called the same
language? The present book provides answers to questions like these in
a straightforward way, aimed at the non-specialist, with ample
illustrations from both familiar and more exotic languages. Most
chapters in this new edition have been reworked, with some difficult
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passages removed, other passages thoroughly rewritten, and several new
sections added, e.g. on language and race and on Indian writing
systems. Further, the chapter notes and bibliography have all been
updated. The content is engaging, focusing on topics and issues that
spark student interest. Its goals are broadly pedagogical and the
level and presentation are appropriate for interested beginners with
little or no background in linguistics. The language coverage for
examples goes well beyond what is usual for books of this kind, with a
considerable amount of data from various languages of India.
Linguists have typically studied language change at the aggregate
level of speech communities, yet key mechanisms of change such as
analogy and automation operate within the minds of individual language
users. Drawing on lifespan data from 50 authors and the intriguing
case of the special passives in the history of English, this study
addresses three fundamental issues relating to individuality in
language change: (i) how variation and change at the individual level
interact with change at the community level; (ii) how much innovation
and change is possible across the adult lifespan; (iii) and to what
extent related linguistic patterns are associated in individual
cognition. As one of the first large-scale empirical studies to
systematically link individual- and community-based perspectives in
language change, this volume breaks new ground in our understanding of
language as a complex adaptive system.
Language Change
Toward a Twenty-First Century Reintegration
Lexicalization and Language Change
The Handbook of Historical Linguistics
An Introduction
Roger Lass offers a critical survey of the foundations of the art of historical linguistics.
This new introduction explores all aspects of language change, with an emphasis on the role of
cognition and language use.
Lexicalization, a process of language change, has been conceptualized in a variety of ways.
Broadly defined as the adoption of concepts into the lexicon, it has been viewed by syntacticians as
the reverse process of grammaticalization, by morphologists as a routine process of wordformation, and by semanticists as the development of concrete meanings. In this up-to-date survey,
Laurel Brinton and Elizabeth Traugott examine the various conceptualizations of lexicalization
that have been presented in the literature. In light of contemporary work on grammaticalization,
they then propose a new, unified model of lexicalization and grammaticalization. Their approach
is illustrated with a variety of case studies from the history of English, including present
participles, multi-word verbs, adverbs, and discourse markers, as well as some examples from
other Indo-European languages. The first review of the various approaches to lexicalization, this
book will be invaluable to students and scholars of historical linguistics and language change.
Bringing the advances of theoretical linguistics to the study of language change in a systematic
way, this innovative textbook demonstrates the mutual relevance of historical linguistics and
contemporary linguistics. Numerous case studies throughout the book show both that theoretical
linguistics can be used to solve problems where traditional approaches to historical linguistics have
failed to produce satisfying results, and that the results of historical research can have an impact
on theory. The book first explains the nature of human language and the sources of language
change in broad terms. It then focuses on different types of language change from contemporary
viewpoints, before exploring comparative reconstruction - the most spectacular success of
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traditional historical linguistics - and the problems inherent in trying to devise new methods for
linguistic comparison. Positioned at the cutting edge of the field, the book argues that this
approach can and should lead to the re-integration of historical linguistics as one of the core areas
in the study of language.
A Workbook
The Routledge Handbook of Historical Linguistics
Linguistic Change in French
Understanding Language Change
Selected papers from the 22nd International Conference on Historical Linguistics, Naples, 27-31
July 2015

This accessible, hands-on text not only introduces students to
the important topicsin historical linguistics but also shows
them how to apply the methods described and how to thinkabout
the issues; abundant examples and exercises allow students to
focus on how to do historicallinguistics. Distinctive to this
text is its integration of the standard topics with others
nowconsidered important to the field, including syntactic
change, grammaticalization, sociolinguisticcontributions to
linguistic change, distant genetic relationships, areal
linguistics, and linguisticprehistory. Examples are taken from a
broad range of languages; those from the more familiarEnglish,
French, German, and Spanish make the topics more accessible,
while those fromnon-Indo-European languages show the depth and
range of the concepts they illustrate.This secondedition
features expanded explanations and examples as well as updates
in light of recent work inlinguistics, including a defense of
the family tree model, a response to recent claims on
lexicaldiffusion/frequency, and a section on why languages
diversify and spread.
The collection of articles presented in this volume addresses a
number of general theoretical, methodological and empirical
issues in the field of Historical Linguistics, in different
levels of analysis and on different themes: (i) phonology, (ii)
morphology, (iii) morphosyntax, (iv) syntax, (v) diachronic
typology, (vi) semantics and pragmatics, and (vii) language
contact, variation and diffusion. The topics discussed, often in
a comparative perspective, feature a variety of languages and
language families and cover a wide range of research areas.
Novel analyses and often new diachronic data — also from less
known and under-investigated languages — are provided to the
debate on the principles, mechanisms, paths and models of
language change, as well as the relationship between synchronic
variation and diachrony. The volume is of interest to scholars
of different persuasions working on all aspects of language
change.
Historical linguistic theory and practice consist of a large
number of chronological "layers" that have been accepted in the
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course of time and have acquired a permanence of their own.
These range from neogrammarian conceptualizations of sound
change, analogy, and borrowing, to prosodic, lexical,
morphological, and syntactic change, and to present-day views on
rule change and the effects of language contact. To get a full
grasp of the principles of historical linguistics it is
therefore necessary to understand the nature of each of these
"layers". This book is a major revision and reorganization of
the earlier editions and adds entirely new chapters on
morphological change and lexical change, as well as a detailed
discussion of linguistic palaeontology and ideological responses
to the findings of historical linguistics to this landmark
publication.
This collection showcases the contributions of the study of
endangered and understudied languages to historical linguistic
analysis, and the broader relevance of diachronic approaches
toward developing better informed approaches to language
documentation and description. The volume brings together
perspectives from both established and up-and-coming scholars
and represents a globally and linguistically diverse range of
languages.The collected papers demonstrate the ways in which
endangered languages can challenge existing models of language
change based on more commonly studied languages, and can
generate innovative insights into linguistic phenomena such as
pathways of grammaticalization, forms and dynamics of contactdriven change, and the diachronic relationship between lexical
and grammatical categories. In so doing, the book highlights the
idea that processes and outcomes of language change long held to
be universally relevant may be more sensitive to cultural and
typological variability than previously assumed. Taken as a
whole, this collection brings together perspectives from
language documentation and historical linguistics to point the
way forward for richer understandings of both language change
and documentary-descriptive approaches, making this key reading
for scholars in these fields.
Approaches and Perspectives
The Handbook of Historical Sociolinguistics
Selected papers from the 23rd International Conference on
Historical Linguistics, San Antonio, Texas, 31 July – 4 August
2017
Historical Linguistics 2017
The Handbook of Historical Linguistics, Volume II

The contributors to this volume cover the international range of scholarship in the
field of Historical Linguistics, as well as some of its major themes. The work and
ideas they discuss are relevant not only to other aspects of Historical Linguistics but
also to more general developments in linguistic theory. Along with Professor Jones'
Page 6/11

Download File PDF Historical Linguistics And Language Change Bing
Introduction, their comments provide a major overview of Historical Linguistics
that will be the reference point for its development for many years to come and form
an important contribution to general theories of linguistic behaviour.
Trask’s Historical Linguistics, Third Edition, is an accessible introduction to
historical linguistics – the study of language change over time. This engaging book is
illustrated with language examples from all six continents, and covers the
fundamental concepts of language change, methods for historical linguistics,
linguistic reconstruction, sociolinguistic aspects of language change, language
contact, the birth and death of languages, language and prehistory and the issue of
very remote relations. This third edition of the renowned Trask’s Historical
Linguistics is fully revised and updated and covers the most recent developments in
historical linguistics, including: more detail on morphological change including
cutting-edge discussions of iconization coverage of recent developments in
sociolinguistic explanations of variation and change new case studies focusing on
Germanic languages and American and New Zealand English, and updated
exercises covering each of the topics within the book a brand new companion
website featuring material for both professors and students, including discussion
questions and further exercises as well as commentaries on the exercises within the
book. Trask’s Historical Linguistics is essential reading for all students of language,
linguistics and related disciplines. The accompanying website can be found at
www.routledge.com/cw/trask
"The first edition of this Handbook is built on surveys by well-known figures from
around the world and around the intellectual world, reflecting several different
theoretical predilections, balancing coverage of enduring questions and important
recent work. Those strengths are now enhanced by adding new chapters and
thoroughly revising almost all other chapters, partly to reflect ways in which the
field has changed in the intervening twenty years, in some places radically. The
result is a magnificent volume that can be used for many purposes." David W.
Lightfoot, Georgetown University "The Handbook of Linguistics, Second Edition is
a stupendous achievement. Aronoff and Rees-Miller have provided overviews of 29
subfields of linguistics, each written by one of the leading researchers in that
subfield and each impressively crafted in both style and content. I know of no finer
resource for anyone who would wish to be better informed on recent developments
in linguistics." Frederick J. Newmeyer, University of Washington, University of
British Columbia and Simon Fraser University "Linguists, their students,
colleagues, family, and friends: anyone interested in the latest findings from a wide
array of linguistic subfields will welcome this second updated and expanded edition
of The Handbook of Linguistics. Leading scholars provide highly accessible yet
substantive introductions to their fields: it's an even more valuable resource than its
predecessor." Sally McConnell-Ginet, Cornell University "No handbook or text
offers a more comprehensive, contemporary overview of the field of linguistics in the
twenty-first century. New and thoroughly updated chapters by prominent scholars
on each topic and subfield make this a unique, landmark publication."Walt
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Wolfram, North Carolina State University This second edition of The Handbook of
Linguistics provides an updated and timely overview of the field of linguistics. The
editor's broad definition of the field ensures that the book may be read by those
seeking a comprehensive introduction to the subject, but with little or no prior
knowledge of the area. Building on the popular first edition, The Handbook of
Linguistics, Second Edition features new and revised content reflecting advances
within the discipline. New chapters expand the already broad coverage of the
Handbook to address and take account of key changes within the field in the
intervening years. It explores: psycholinguistics, linguistic anthropology and
ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistic theory, language variation and second language
pedagogy. With contributions from a global team of leading linguists, this
comprehensive and accessible volume is the ideal resource for those engaged in
study and work within the dynamic field of linguistics.
An entirely new follow-up volume providing a detailed account of numerous
additional issues, methods, and results that characterize current work in historical
linguistics. This brand-new, second volume of The Handbook of Historical
Linguistics is a complement to the well-established first volume first published in
2003. It includes extended content allowing uniquely comprehensive coverage of the
study of language(s) over time. Though it adds fresh perspectives on several topics
previously treated in the first volume, this Handbook focuses on extensions of
diachronic linguistics beyond those key issues. This Handbook provides readers with
studies of language change whose perspectives range from comparisons of large
open vs. small closed corpora, via creolistics and linguistic contact in general, to
obsolescence and endangerment of languages. Written by leading scholars in their
respective fields, new chapters are offered on matters such as the origin of language,
evidence from language for reconstructing human prehistory, invocations of
language present in studies of language past, benefits of linguistic fieldwork for
historical investigation, ways in which not only biological evolution but also field
biology can serve as heuristics for research into the rise and spread of linguistic
innovations, and more. Moreover, it: offers novel and broadened content
complementing the earlier volume so as to provide the fullest available overview of a
wholly engrossing field includes 23 all-new contributed chapters, treating some
familiar themes from fresh perspectives but mostly covering entirely new topics
features expanded discussion of material from language families other than IndoEuropean provides a multiplicity of views from numerous specialists in linguistic
diachrony. The Handbook of Historical Linguistics, Volume II is an ideal book for
undergraduate and graduate students in linguistics, researchers and professional
linguists, as well as all those interested in the history of particular languages and the
history of language more generally.
An Introduction to Historical and Comparative Linguistics
Perspectives on Historical Linguistics
Historical Linguistics
Individuality in Language Change
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Principles of Historical Linguistics
The Understanding Language series provides approachable, yet
authoritative, introductions to all the major topics in
linguistics. Ideal for students with little or no prior
knowledge of linguistics, each book carefully explains the
basics, emphasising understanding of the essential notions
rather than arguing for a particular theoretical position.
Understanding Language Change offers a complete introduction to
historical linguistics and language change. The book takes a
step-by-step approach, first by introducing concepts through
English examples and building on this with illustrations from
other languages. Key features of this introductory text include:
up to date and recent case studies at the end of each chapter
chapter summaries and exercises that feature a wide range of
languages coverage of application of historical linguistics in
each chapter glossary of terms This book is essential reading
for any students studying Historical Linguistics for the first
time.
The present volume examines the usefulness of a particular set
of concepts and processes of change studying their applicability
to a range of linguistic changes in Spanish and Latin that
cannot be easily or can only be partially accounted for within
the framework of grammaticalization. Rather than challenging the
insights of grammaticalization theory, the different
contributions to this monograph demonstrate that exaptation,
capitalization, refunctionalization and adfunctionalization, as
well as changes motivated by rhetorical guidelines, constitute
interesting and valuable notions that allow for a better
understanding of specific language changes in Spanish and, by
extension, of language change in general.
This collection brings together Peter Trudgill's essays on the
sociolinguistic aspects of historical linguistics for the first
time.
The new edition of this popular introductory text on historical
linguistics covers all areas of language change, with a focus on
Australia and the Pacific. Topics include sound change, the
comparative method, cultural reconstruction and morphological
and syntactic change.
Millennia of Language Change
Historical Linguistics 2007
Problems and Perspectives
English Historical Linguistics
Studies in Historical Linguistics and Language Change.
Grammaticalization, Refunctionalization and Beyond
This volume presents seven extensive essays by specialists in their respective fields of
historical linguistics. The first essay after the Introduction states the principles
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presented in Directions for Historical Linguistics (1968) and assesses the progress
made since then towards constructing a general theory of language change. Like the
following essays on phonology and morphology, it poses new questions that have
arisen in the increasingly ambitious research. Historical attention to discourse, the topic
of the next essay, is virtually new, though it too finds predecessors among philologists
who devoted themselves to texts. Finally, two essays treat etymology, one
concentrating on the rigorously investigated Romance field, the other on IndoEuropean, especially on new insights prompted by attention to Hittite.
This volume explores the multiple aspects of cyclical syntactic change from a wide
range of empirical perspectives. The notion of 'linguistic cycle' has long been
recognized as being relevant to the description of many processes of language change.
In grammaticalization, a given linguistic form loses its lexical meaning - and sometimes
some of its phonological content - and then gradually weakens until it ultimately
vanishes. This change becomes cyclical when the grammaticalized form is replaced by
an innovative item, which can then develop along exactly the same pathway. But
cyclical changes have also been observed in language change outside of
grammaticalization proper. The chapters in this book reflect the growing interest in the
phenomenon of grammaticalization and cyclicity in generative syntax, with topics
including the diachrony of negation, the syntax of determiners and pronominal clitics,
the internal structure of wh-words and logical operators, cyclical changes in argument
structure, and the relationship between morphology and syntax. The contributions draw
on data from multiple language families, such as Indo-European, Semitic, Japonic, and
Athabascan. The volume combines empirical descriptions of novel comparative data
with detailed theoretical analysis, and will appeal to historical linguists working in formal
and usage-based frameworks, as well as to typologists and scholars interested in
language variation and change more broadly.
The Routledge Handbook of Historical Linguistics provides a survey of the field
covering the methods which underpin current work; models of language change; and
the importance of historical linguistics for other subfields of linguistics and other
disciplines. Divided into five sections, the volume encompass a wide range of
approaches and addresses issues in the following areas: historical perspectives
methods and models language change interfaces regional summaries Each of the thirtytwo chapters is written by a specialist in the field and provides: a introduction to the
subject; an analysis of the relationship between the diachronic and synchronic study of
the topic; an overview of the main current and critical trends; and examples from
primary data. The Routledge Handbook of Historical Linguistics is essential reading for
researchers and postgraduate students working in this area. Chapter 28 of this book is
available for free in PDF format as Open Access at www.tandfebooks.com. It has been
made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives
3.0 license.
Discusses all aspects of language change as a dynamic process against a background
of the differing approaches of the structuralist, neogrammarian and transformational
generative schools.
Historical Linguistics 2015
Language History, Language Change, and Language Relationship
Historical Linguistics and Language Change
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Changes in Meaning and Function
The social dimension to language change

Printbegrænsninger: Der kan printes 10 sider ad gangen og max. 40 sider pr. session
This substantially revised third edition gives a lucid and up-to-date overview of
language change.
Diachronic linguistics has been experiencing a strong revival during the last few
decades, since an increasing number of researchers have assumed that evolutionary
and historical factors must be considered to properly understand how natural
languages work. This book offers new data and insights on some of the research lines
which are currently being developed within the framework of diachronic language
research. The papers brought together in this volume are characterized both by their
originality and by their methodological diversity; the reader will thus find herein
theoretical as well as empirical works, undertaken from various perspectives of
analysis (diachronic cognitive semantics, grammaticalization theory, discursive
traditions, historical phraseology, etc.). The final outcome is an eclectic volume which
offers valuable information for every reader, regardless of whether they are
experienced linguists or junior researchers willing to know the latest epistemological
advances in this discipline.
Historical Linguistics 2001
Selected Papers from the 18th International Conference on Historical Linguistics,
Montreal, 6-11 August 2007
Cycles in Language Change
Spanish Socio-Historical Linguistics
Understanding Historical Linguistics
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