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Discovering Cyrus The Persian Conqueror Astride The Ancient World
Iran
Reproduction of the original: Cyrus the Great by Jacob Abbott
Traces the history of the Persian Empire and examines the
development of its religious beliefs, armed forces, art, and
architecture.
'Do you see your son, standing over there, in the antechamber?
Well, I am going to shoot him.' The story of the great and mad
Cambyses, King of Persia, told by part-historian, part-mythmaker
Herodotus of Halicarnassus. Introducing Little Black Classics:
80 books for Penguin's 80th birthday. Little Black Classics
celebrate the huge range and diversity of Penguin Classics, with
books from around the world and across many centuries. They take
us from a balloon ride over Victorian London to a garden of
blossom in Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th-century
California and the Russian steppe. Here are stories lyrical and
savage; poems epic and intimate; essays satirical and
inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions.
Herodotus (c.484-425 BCE). Herodotus's The Histories is also
available in Penguin Classics.
Traces the achievements of the Iranian empire through two
centuries of glory to its downfall in the third century B.C
A History
The Cyrus Cylinder and Ancient Persia
Faces of Love
Judah and the Judeans in the Persian Period
Cyropaedia
The Western Christian Presence in the Russias and Q?j?r Persia,
c.1760–c.1870
The empires of ancient Persia remain as mysterious today as they were to
contemporary Western scholars. Although Alexander the Great's conquest of Persia is
legendary, the military successes of the Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sassanian
empires, along with their revolutionary military technology, tactics, and culture have
been almost forgotten in the sands of the East. Containing information never before
published in English, Shadows in the Desert offers a comprehensive history of Persia's
wars with East and West which spanned over a millennium, and offers an insight into
the exchange of ideas and culture that occurred during these clashes between East
and West, not only military technology, but influences in the arts, medicine, religion and
science. This beautifully illustrated book delves into the rich heritage of the Persians,
which was spread around the world through war and conquest, and which, after the fall
of the Sassanians, continued to impact upon civilizations around the world.
Bringing together a wide variety of material in many different languages that exists from
the substantial body of work left by this large empire, The Persian Empire presents
annotated translations, together with introductions to the problems of using it in order to
gain an understanding of the history and working os this remarkable political entity. The
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Achaemenid empire developed in the region of modern Fars (Islam) and expanded to
unite territories stretching from the Segean and Egypt in the west to Central Asia and
north-west India, which it ruled for over 200 years until its conquest by Alexander of
Macedon. Although all these regions had long since been in contact with each other,
they had never been linked under a single regime. The Persian empire represents an
important phase of transformation for its subjects, such as the Jews, as well as those
living on its edges, such as the European Greeks.
The life of Taj al-Saltaneh, daughter of the ruler of Iran, Naser al-Din Shah Qajar,
epitomized the predicaments of her changing era. Overcoming her limited education
within the harem walls, Taj chronicled a thirty-year span in the life of a generation that
witnessed a shift from traditional order to revolutionary flux. It is as though she had
chosen this moment to recall her personal history—a tale filled with “wonder and
anguish”—in order to record a cultural and political leap, symbolic of her time, from the
indulgent, sheltered, and often petty world of her father’s harem to the puzzling and
exposed, yet emotionally and intellectually challenging world of a new Iran. Now almost
one hundred years later Taj’s memoirs are relevant and qualify her not only as a
feminist by her society’s standards but also in comparison with feminists of her
generation in Europe and America. Beyond her fascination for the material glamors of
the West at the turn of the twentieth century—fashion, architecture, furniture, the
motorcar—she was also influenced by Western culture’s painting, music, history,
literature and language. And yet throughout this time she kept her bond with her own
literary and cultural heritage and what she calls her “Persianness.” Despite her
troubled life of agony—an unloving and harsh mother; a benevolent but self-indulgent
father; an adolescent, bisexual husband; separation from her children; financial
difficulties; the stigma of leading a libertine lifestyle and the infamy of removing her
veil—Taj’s is a genuine voice for women’s social grievances in late-twentieth century
Iran, and one that reveals a remarkable woman in her own right. This new paperback
edition, now also available as an eBook, coincides with the release of the audio book
read by the Iranian-American actress Kathreen Khavari. Abbas Amanat, who edited the
book, and wrote its superb introduction and historical biographies, has written a new
preface that adds details that have emerged since.
The Cyrus Cylinder is one of the most famous objects to have survived from the ancient
world. The Cylinder was inscribed in Babylonian cuneiform on the orders of the Persian
King Cyrus the Great (559?530BC) after he captured Babylon in 539BC. It is often
referred to as the first bill of human rights as it appears to permit freedom of worship
throughout the Persian Empire and to allow deported people to return to their
homelands. It is valued by people all around the world as a symbol of tolerance and
respect for different peoples and different faiths, so much so that a copy of the cylinder
is on display in the United Nations building in New York.This catalogue is being
published in conjunction with the first ever tour of the object to the United States, along
with sixteen other objects from the British Museum's collection. The book discusses
how these objects demonstrate the innovations initiated by Persian rule in the Ancient
Near East (550 BC?331 BC), a prime example being a gold plaque from the Oxus
Treasure with the representation of a priest that shows the spread of the Zoroastrian
religion. The book offers a new authoritative translation of the Cyrus Cylinder by Irving
Finkel and the publication of two fragments of a cuneiform tablet that show how the
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Cyrus Cylinder was most probably a proclamation and not just a foundation deposit.
A History of the Persian Empire
A Persian Life
Book Arts of Isfahan
The Arts of Leadership and War
Ctesias' Persica in Its Near Eastern Context
Achaemenid Empire
The Greeks called him Cyrus, the Elder, due to his magnanimous efforts to bring
the Middle East together and establish a solid administration and bureaucracy. To
this day, he still inspires us thanks to his tolerance and eloquent ruling. He was a
pioneer of human rights and laid out rules that spearheaded freedom and
equality. Cyrus was recognized as a polytheist who favored worshipping many
gods at a time. He turned from one god to another, according to his agenda and
circumstances. He prayed to a god who could fulfill his desire and lead him to
victory, which was noted during his rule in Babylonia. The former Babylonian ruler
did not allow his people to worship their god and imposed hard labor, making life
unbearable for thousands, but when Cyrus overtook the throne, he allowed
Babylonia's people to follow their religion and worship their god, which increased
their trust and admiration in Cyrus.
An innovative approach to the history of the First Persian Empire, offering an
accessible historical narrative for students and general readers alike A History of
the Achaemenid Empire considers archaeological and written sources to provide
an expansive, source-based introduction to the diverse and culturally rich world
of ancient Achaemenid Persia. Assuming no prior background, this accessible
textbook follows the dynastic line from the establishment and expansion of the
empire under the early Achaemenid kings to its collapse in 330 BCE. The text
integrates the latest research, key primary sources, and archaeological data to
offer readers deep insights into the empire, its kings, and its people.
Chronologically organized chapters contain written, archaeological, and visual
sources that highlight key learning points, stimulate discussion, and encourage
readers to evaluate specific pieces of evidence. Throughout the text, author Maria
Brosius emphasizes the necessity to critically assess Greek sources—highlighting
how their narrative of Achaemenid political historyoften depicted stereotypical
images of the Persians rather than historical reality. Topics include the
establishment of empire under Cyrus the Great, Greek-Persian relations, the
creation of a Persian ruling class, the bureaucracy and operation of the empire,
Persian diplomacy and foreign policy, and the reign of Darius III. This innovative
textbook: Offers a unique approach to Achaemenid history, considering both
archaeological and literary sources Places primary Persian and Near Eastern
sources in their cultural, political, and historical context Examines material rarely
covered in non-specialist texts, such as royal inscriptions, Aramaic documents,
and recent archaeological finds Features a comprehensive introduction to
Achaemenid geography, Greek historiography, and modern scholarship on the
Persian War Part of the acclaimed Blackwell History of the Ancient Worldseries, A
History of the Achaemenid Empire is a perfect primary textbook for courses in
Ancient History, Near Eastern Studies, and Classical Civilizations, as well as an
invaluable resource for general readers with interest in the history of empires,
particularly the first Persian empire or Iranian civilization.
Some historical artfacts are destined forever to alter how the ancient world is
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perceived. The unerathing in today's Iraq (in 1879) of a clay cylinder-shaped
decree from Cyrus the Great, founder of the Achaemenid dynasty of Persia,
stands in the same traditin of game changing discoveries from antiquity as
Hammurabi's famous law code or the intact tom of the boy-king Tutankhamun.
For the Cyrus Cylinder contains in microcosm the whole history of its period.
Inscribed with an account of the conquest of Babylon in 539 BC by the Persian
king, it records an event which launched one of the greatest imperial adventures
in history. It describes Cyrus' capture and deposition of Nabondius, last native
Babylonian ruler (represented by the Cylinder text as an oppressor of his own
people), and proclaims the Persian, aided by the god Marduk, as a liberator. His
annexation of Babylon was to become the platform upon which the Achaemenid
military machine built its later vast imperium. But the Cylinder is more than an
ancient exercise in propaganda. It has been celebrated as the world's first
declaration of human rights, and an international symbl of religious tolerance,
setting out the decree from which Cyrus freed the Jews in Babylon : an event
recorded by Isaiah. Few other objects from antiquity are invested with so many
hopes for the future. This important volume is the first to discuss the Cylinder
and its remarkable history. Written by internationally respected authorities from
the British Museum, it offers a fresh consideration of its subject in the light of
new discoveries. Included here is a complete new translation of the Cylinder
inscription using recently identified but previously unpublished sources. Archive
materials have allowed a fresh investigation of the circumstances of the original
nineteenth-century find by Hormuzd Rassam, and a reappraisal of the mysterious
'Chinese bone' forgeries. The book also discusses the extraordinary and evolving
history of Cyrus' timeless message: a message that continues powerfully to
resonate.
Herodotus was an ancient Greek historian who lived in the fifth century BC (c.484
- 425 BC). He has been called the "Father of History", and was the first historian
known to collect his materials systematically, test their accuracy to a certain
extent and arrange them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative. The Historieshis masterpiece and the only work he is known to have produced-is a record of his
"inquiry", being an investigation of the origins of the Greco-Persian Wars and
including a wealth of geographical and ethnographical information. The Histories,
were divided into nine books, named after the nine Muses: the "Muse of History",
Clio, representing the first book, then Euterpe, Thaleia, Melpomene, Terpsichore,
Erato, Polymnia, Ourania and Calliope for books 2 to 9, respectively.
The Achaemenid Empire
Life and Lore
The Last King of Lydia
The Persian Conqueror Astride the Ancient World
A Life from Beginning to End
Cyrus the Great

A revision of the author's May 2014 Ph.D. dissertation from Dallas Theological
Seminary
A brilliant and strikingly original debut novel, The Last King of Lydia imagines
the bloody rise and fall of Croesus, 'the richest man on earth', and powerfully
shows how happiness, even for those who have everything, is so often elusive.
A defeated king stands on top of a pyre. His conqueror, the Persian ruler Cyrus,
signals to his guards; they step forward and touch flaming torches to the dry
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wood. Croesus, once the wealthiest man of the ancient world, is to be burned
alive. As he watches the flames catch, Croesus thinks back over his life. He
remembers the time he asked the old Athenian philosopher, Solon, who was the
happiest man in the world. Croesus used to think it was him. But then all his
riches could not remove the spear from his dying elder son's chest; could not
bring his mute younger son to speak; could not make him as wise as his own
chief slave; could not bring his wife's love back; could not prevent his army from
being torn apart and his kingdom lost. As the old philosopher had replied, a
man's happiness can only be measured when he is dead. The first coils of
smoke wrap around Croesus' neck like a noose...
A modern historian sheds new light on an ancient Greek history of Persia.
The Achaemenid Persian Empire, at its greatest territorial extent under Darius I
(r.522–486 BCE), held sway over territory stretching from the Indus River Valley
to southeastern Europe and from the western Himalayas to northeast Africa. In
this book, Matt Waters gives a detailed historical overview of the Achaemenid
period while considering the manifold interpretive problems historians face in
constructing and understanding its history. This book offers a Persian
perspective even when relying on Greek textual sources and archaeological
evidence. Waters situates the story of the Achaemenid Persians in the context
of their predecessors in the mid-first millennium BCE and through their
successors after the Macedonian conquest, constructing a compelling narrative
of how the empire retained its vitality for more than two hundred years
(c.550–330 BCE) and left a massive imprint on Middle Eastern as well as Greek
and European history.
A History of Ancient Persia
Darius in the Shadow of Alexander
A New Beginning for the Middle East
Crowning Anguish: Memoirs of a Persian Princess from the Harem to Modernity
The Cyrus Cylinder
A Reappraisal
In July 2003, a conference was held at the University of Heidelberg (Germany),
focusing on the people and land of Judah during the 5th and early 4th centuries
B.C.E.-- the period when the Persian Empire held sway over the entire ancient Near
East. This volume publishes the papers of the participants in the working group that
attended the Heidelberg conference. Participants whose contributions appear here
include: Y. Amit, B. Becking, J. Berquist, J. Blenkinsopp, M. Dandamayev, D. Edelman,
T. Eskenazi, A. Fantalkin and O. Tal, L. Fried, L. Grabbe, S. Japhet, J. Kessler, E. A.
Knauf, G. Knoppers, R. Kratz, A. Lemaire, O. Lipschits, H. Liss, M. Oeming, L. Pearce,
F. Polak, B. Porten and A. Yardeni, E. Stern, D. Ussishkin, D. Vanderhooft, and J.
Wright. The conference was the second of three meetings; the first, held at Tel Aviv in
May 2001, was published as Judah and the Judeans in the Neo-Babylonian Period by
Eisenbrauns in 2003. A third conference focusing on Judah and the Judeans in the
Hellenistic era was held in the summer of 2005, at M nster, Germany, and will also be
published by Eisenbrauns.
This book explores the representation of Persian monarchy and the court of the
Achaemenid Great Kings from the point of view of the ancient Iranians themselves and
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through the sometimes distorted prism of Classical authors.
Acclaimed translator Dick Davis breathes new life into the timeless works of three
masters of 14th-century Persian literature Together, Hafez, a giant of world literature;
Jahan Malek Khatun, an eloquent princess; and Obayd-e Zakani, a dissolute satirist,
represent one of the most remarkable literary flowerings of any era. All three lived in the
famed city of Shiraz, a provincial capital of south-central Iran, and all three drew
support from arts-loving rulers during a time better known for its violence than its
creative brilliance. Here Dick Davis, an award-winning poet widely considered “our
finest translator of Persian poetry” (The Times Literary Supplement), presents a diverse
selection of some of the best poems by these world-renowned authors and shows us
the spiritual and secular aspects of love, in varieties embracing every aspect of the
human heart. “Davis [is] widely acknowledged as the leading translator of Persian
literature in our time⋯Faces of Love has made the Persian originals into real and
moving English poems.” —Michael Dirda, The Washington Post For more than sixtyfive years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
The Western Christian Presence in the Russias and Q j r Persia, c.1760–c.1870
recalls two long neglected European and North American missionary ventures in the
Caucasus and Imperial Persia. It investigates the activities of Protestant and Catholic
missionaries and provides valuable insights on the social and political backdrop of their
experiences.
CYRUS THE GREAT: The Conqueror Who Founded the First Persian Empire
From Small States to Universalism in the Pre-Islamic Near East
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea
The Falcon of Sparta
Shadows in the Desert
The Palace of Darius at Susa

Cyrus the GreatCyrus II of Persia was one of the greatest
leaders that the world had ever known; he was the one in
whose footsteps other empire builders would follow. From
Alexander the Great to countless Roman emperors and Ottoman
sultans-it was the mighty shoes of Cyrus that they all
attempted to fill. Inside you will read about...? Early Life
and Legend ? The Persian Empire is Born ? Love and Marriage
? Cyrus' Last Stand ? Aftermath and Succession And much
more! More than merely a successful conqueror, Cyrus the
Great is known just as much for being a great liberator as
he is known for his conquests. He was even credited in the
Bible as the one who freed the Jews from their long-held
Babylonian exile. By the time of his death, Cyrus controlled
more land and people than anyone before him. Under his
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dominion were countless principalities, nationalities,
ethnicities, and religions of all kinds. In contrast to many
other powerful rulers, Cyrus did not seek to oppress his
subjects or interfere with their way of life, religions, or
local customs. It is for this reason that, as great as his
temporal conquests may have been, the benevolence of Cyrus
the Great's leadership stands as his greatest attribute of
all. The life of Cyrus the Great remains as an unparalleled
testament in the annals of history.
Some of the most fascinating human epochs lie in the
borderlands between history and mystery. So it is with the
life of Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian Empire in
the sixth century bce. By conquest or gentler means, he
brought under his rule a dominion stretching from the Aegean
Sea to the Hindu Kush and encompassing some tens of millions
of people. All across this immense imperium, he earned
support and stability by respecting local customs and
religions, avoiding the brutal ways of tyranny, and
efficiently administering the realm through provincial
governors. The empire would last another two centuries,
leaving an indelible Persian imprint on much of the ancient
world. The Greek chronicler Xenophon, looking back from a
distance of several generations, wrote: "Cyrus did indeed
eclipse all other monarchs, before or since." The vision of
the biblical prophet known as Second Isaiah anticipates
Cyrus' repatriation of Jews living in exile in Babylon with
these words of the Lord: "He is my shepherd and will
accomplish all that I please." Despite what he achieved and
bequeathed, much about Cyrus remains uncertain. Persians of
his era had no great respect for the written word and kept
no annals. The most complete accounts of his life were
composed by Greeks. More fragmentary or tangential evidence
takes many forms - among them, archaeological remains,
administrative records in subject lands, and the always
tricky stuff of legend. Given these challenges, Discovering
Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror Astride the Ancient World is a
remarkable feat of portraiture. In his vast sweep, Reza
Zarghamee draws on sources of every kind, painstakingly
assembling detail, and always weighing evidence carefully
where contradictions arise. He describes the background of
the Persian people, the turbulence of the times, and the
roots of Cyrus' policies. His account of the imperial era
itself delves into religion, military methods, commerce,
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court life, and much else besides. The result is a living,
breathing Cyrus standing atop a distant world that played a
key role in shaping our own.
Cyrus the Great Harold Lamb Cyrus the Great (c. 600 BC or
576 BC to December 530 BC), also known as Cyrus II or Cyrus
of Persia, was the founder of the Persian Empire. It was
under his own rule that the empire embraced all previous
civilized states of the ancient Near East, expanded vastly
and eventually conquered most of Southwest Asia and much of
Central Asia, parts of Europe and Caucasus, from the
Mediterranean sea and the Hellespont in the west to the
Indus River in the east, to create the largest empire the
world had yet seen. The reign of Cyrus lasted between 29 and
31 years. Cyrus built his empire by fighting and conquering
first the Median Empire, then the Lydian Empire and the NeoBabylonian Empire. Either before or after Babylon, he led an
expedition into central Asia, which resulted in major
campaigns that brought "into subjection every nation without
exception." Cyrus did not venture into Egypt, as he himself
died in battle, fighting the Massagetae along the Syr Darya
in December 530 BC. He was succeeded by his son, Cambyses
II, who managed to add to the empire by conquering Egypt,
Nubia, and Cyrenaica during his short rule. We are delighted
to publish this classic book as part of our extensive
Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our
collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore
have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of
our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this
vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a
significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back
into print after many decades. The contents of the vast
majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned
from the original works. To ensure a high quality product,
each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff.
Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the
reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership
of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this
wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an
enriching experience.
Some of the most fascinating human epochs lie in the
borderlands between history and mystery. So it is with the
life of Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian Empire in
the sixth century B.C. By conquest or gentler means, he
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brought under his rule a dominion stretching from the Aegean
Sea to the Hindu Kush and encompassing some tens of millions
of people. All across this immense imperium, he earned
support and stability by respecting local customs and
religions, avoiding the brutal ways of tyranny, and
efficiently administering the realm through provincial
governors. The empire would last another two centuries,
leaving an indelible Persian imprint on much of the ancient
world. The Greek chronicler Xenophon, looking back from a
distance of several generations, wrote: "Cyrus did indeed
eclipse all other monarchs, before or since." The biblical
prophet Second Isaiah anticipated Cyrus' repatriation of the
Jews living in exile in Babylon by having the Lord say, "He
is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please."
Despite what he achieved and bequeathed, much about Cyrus
remains uncertain. Persians of his era had no great respect
for the written word and kept no annals. The most complete
accounts of his life were composed by Greeks. More
fragmentary or tangential evidence takes many forms - among
them, archaeological remains, administrative records in
subject lands, and the always tricky stuff of legend. Given
these challenges, Discovering Cyrus: The Persian Conqueror
Astride the Ancient World is a remarkable feat of
portraiture. In his vast sweep, Reza S. Zarghamee draws on
sources of every kind, painstakingly assembling detail, and
always weighing evidence carefully where contradictions
arise. He describes the background of the Persian people,
the turbulence of the times, and the roots of Cyrus'
policies. His account of the imperial era itself delves into
religion, military methods, commerce, court life, and much
else besides. The result is a living, breathing Cyrus
standing atop a distant world that played a key role in
shaping our own.
Diversity and Identity in Seventeenth-Century Persia
Discovering Cyrus
The First Four Books of Xenophon's Anabasis
King and Court in Ancient Persia 559 to 331 BCE
The Great Royal Residence of Achaemenid Persia
Hafez and the Poets of Shiraz (Penguin Classics Deluxe
Edition)
A modern, accessible translation of the ancient Athenian's account of Cyrus the Great's military
campaign discusses his founding of the Persian empire, rescue of some 40,000 Jewish captives, and
benevolent leadership style that won the respect of his enemies, in a volume that also reveals how
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today's business and government leaders can draw on his examples. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.
Cyrus the Great re-contextualizes Cyrus's epoch in light of recent scholarship. Themes include:
Mesopotamian antecedents of his religious policy, the idiosyncratic genesis of Persian imperial art;
Babylonian exile and the Bible; Hellenistic and Arsacid genealogical constructs; and his enigmatic
evanescence in Sasanian and Muslim traditions.
Darius III ruled over the Persian Empire and was the most powerful king of his time, yet he remains
obscure. In the first book devoted to the historical memory of Darius III, Pierre Briant describes a
man depicted in ancient sources as a decadent Oriental who lacked Western masculine virtues and
was in every way the opposite of Alexander the Great.
This book investigates the long-term continuity of large-scale states and empires, and its effect on
the Near East’s social fabric, including the fundamental changes that occurred to major social
institutions. Its geographical coverage spans, from east to west, modern-day Libya and Egypt to
Central Asia, and from north to south, Anatolia to southern Arabia, incorporating modern-day
Oman and Yemen. Its temporal coverage spans from the late eighth century BCE to the seventh
century CE during the rise of Islam and collapse of the Sasanian Empire. The authors argue that the
persistence of large states and empires starting in the eighth/seventh centuries BCE, which continued
for many centuries, led to new socio-political structures and institutions emerging in the Near East.
The primary processes that enabled this emergence were large-scale and long-distance movements,
or population migrations. These patterns of social developments are analysed under different
aspects: settlement patterns, urban structure, material culture, trade, governance, language spread
and religion, all pointing at movement as the main catalyst for social change. This book’s argument
is framed within a larger theoretical framework termed as ‘universalism’, a theory that explains
many of the social transformations that happened to societies in the Near East, starting from the
Neo-Assyrian period and continuing for centuries. Among other influences, the effects of these
transformations are today manifested in modern languages, concepts of government, universal
religions and monetized and globalized economies.
A Concise History of the Achaemenid Empire, 550–330 BCE
Revolutionizing a World
Ancient Persia at War
With Notes Adapted to the Revised and Enlarged Edition of Goodwin's Greek Grammar ...
Alexander the Great
The Great Persian Edict from Babylon
Based on one of history’s most epic stories of adventure, The Falcon
of Sparta masterfully depicts the ferocity, heroism, and savage
bloodshed of the ancient world. Conn Iggulden, the New York Times
bestselling author of the Emperor, Conqueror, and Wars of the Roses
series, returns to the ancient world with a ferociously violent epic.
401 BC. In the ancient world, one army was feared above all others.
The Persian king Artaxerxes rules an empire stretching from the
Aegean to northern India. As many as fifty million people are his
subjects. His rule is absolute. Though the sons of Sparta are eager
to play the game of thrones . . . Yet battles can be won—or lost—with
a single blow. Princes fall. And when the dust of civil war settles,
the Spartans are left stranded in the heart of an enemy’s empire,
without support, without food, and without water. Far from home,
surrounded by foes, it falls to the young soldier Xenophon to lead
the survivors against Artaxerxes’s legendary Persian warriors.
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"In this lively and comprehensive new biography, Richard Stoneman
shows how Xerxes, despite sympathetic treatment by the contemporary
Greek writers Aeschylus and Herodotus, had his reputation destroyed
by later Greek writers and by the propaganda of Alexander the Great.
Stoneman draws on the latest research in Achaemenid studies and
archaeology to present the ruler from the Persian
perspective."--Publisher's website.
The palace complex of the Persian King Darius I, the Great (522-486
BCE), provides unique evidence of the sophistication of Achaemenid
architecture and construction. This palace, built 2500 years ago in
western Iran, lay at the centre of the Persian Empire that stretched
from the Nile and the Aegean to the Indus Valley. First rediscovered
in 1851, the palace of Darius was partly excavated over the next
century. But it was only field research between 1969 and 1979 by the
noted French archaeologist Jean Perrot which revealed the site's full
dimension and complexity. Its bull-headed capitals, enamel friezes of
richly-clad archers holding spears, figures of noble lions and winged
monsters, introduced a new iconography into the ancient Persian
world. The discovery and excavation of the palace, which this book
records, thus casts a new light on the beginnings of the Achaemenid
period. Edited by the distinguished scholar of ancient Persia, John
Curtis, the lavishly illustrated volume is a work of seminal
importance for the understanding of ancient Persia, likely to be
radically altered by Perrot's research and findings.
An authoritative and dramatic portrait set against a backdrop of the
war-torn Greek empire draws on extensive research to cover such
topics as Alexander's military prowess, premature death and
inspiration to subsequent historical conquerors.
History of the Persian Empire
Ancient Persia
Darius the Mede
A Corpus of Sources from the Achaemenid Period
Xerxes
From Cyrus to Alexander

Lavish illustrations bring to life the traditions of this ancient Middle Eastern
civilization and finally place Alexander's invasion within a Persian context. This
text promises to be a definitive work on one of the most powerful dynasties in
ancient history.
In the seventeenth century, the Persian city of Isfahan was a crossroads of
international trade and diplomacy. Manuscript paintings produced within the city’s
various cultural, religious, and ethnic groups reveal the vibrant artistic legacy of
the Safavid Empire. Published to coincide with an exhibition at the Getty
Museum, Book Arts of Isfahan offers a fascinating account of the ways in which
the artists of Isfahan used their art to record the life around them and at the same
time define their own identities within a complex society.
Did you know that the Achaemenid Persian Empire stretched from North Africa to
Central Asia? If ranked by population percentage, the Achaemenid Empire, also
known as the First Persian Empire, is the largest Empire the world has ever seen
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with 44% of the world's population belonging to it. But despite its remarkable
conquests, riches, and astonishing achievements in fields such as engineering,
the Achaemenid Empire has remained shrouded in mystery. But that is about to
change. In this new captivating history book, you will discover the truth about this
startling empire. In Achaemenid Empire: A Captivating Guide to the First Persian
Empire Founded by Cyrus the Great, and How This Empire of Ancient Persia
Fought Against the Ancient Greeks in the Greco-Persian Wars you will...
Discover how the Achaemenid Empire got its start, as well as the conditions that
allowed their culture to grow and prosper Learn how Cyrus the Great came to
power and the remarkable ways in which he and his successors ruled the empire
Get insights into the Achaemenid style of warfare, including rituals, strategies and
tactics they used to conquer their foes as well as how they protected themselves
against intruders Learn about the roles and obligations of the people, who and
how they worshipped, including their beliefs Discover how the royalty lived in
lavish luxury and how they had other people carry out their wishes Learn about
the rituals that were part of their daily lives, and how those rituals were performed
Discover little-known facts such as the cause that ultimately led to their downfall,
the lessons learned from their history and what we can take away as a modern
society And much, much more! So if you want to learn about the Achaemenid
Persian Empire without having to go through boring textbooks, click "add to cart"!
Cyrus the Great was one of the most influential figures in history- an enlightened
ruler and brilliant general who created the Persian Empire, the largest empire
known to man to that time. This concise and telling biography is the first for Cyrus
and is especially relevant in the 2020 presidential election year.
A Captivating Guide to the First Persian Empire Founded by Cyrus the Great,
and How This Empire of Ancient Persia Fought Against the Ancient Greeks in the
Greco-Persian Wars
The Madness of Cambyses
Xenophon's Cyrus the Great
The Persian Empire
The Histories Book 7: Polymnia
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