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Baloch Nationalism Its Origin And Development
In order to understand the Pakistani state and government’s treatment of non-dominant ethnic groups
after the failure of the military operation in East Pakistan and the independence of Bangladesh, this
book looks at the ethnic movements that were subject to a military operation after 1971: the Baloch in
the 1970s, the Sindhis in the 1980s and Mohajirs in the 1990s. The book critically evaluates the
literature on ethnicity and nationalism by taking nationalist ideology and the political divisions which it
generates within ethnic groups as essential in estimating ethnic movements. It goes on to challenge the
modernist argument that nationalism is only relevant to modern-industrialised socio-economic settings.
The available evidence from Pakistan makes clear that ethnic movements emanate from three distinct
socio-economic realms: tribal (Baloch), rural (Sindh) and urban (Mohajir), and the book looks at the
implications that this has, as well as how further arguments could be advanced about the relevance of
ethnic movements and politics in the Third World. It provides academics and researchers with
background knowledge of how the Baloch, Sindhi and Mohajir ethnic conflict in Pakistan took shape in a
historical context as well as probable future scenarios of the relationship between the Pakistani state
and government, and ethnic groups and movements.
Balochistan has been facing innumerable challenges since Pakistan’s independence. Resentment and
socio-political turmoil in Baloch society have been feuled by the federation’s denial of Balochistan’s
rightful share of resources and funds: a recognition of this injustice by the state has long been needed.
Fida Hussain Malik's book is a seminal work providing deep insights into the issues of Balochistan. It will
help create a deeper understanding and promote a well-integrated Federation-Province relationship.
This fascinating study explores the emergence of a significant Sunni community on the margins of Shia
Iran and delineates a 'Sunni arc' stretching from Central Asia southwards through the Iranian provinces
of Khorasan and Baluchistan.
This book explores the ideological, political and military interventions of the state of Pakistan in
Balochistan and traces the genesis of today’s secessionist movement. It delves into the historical
question of Balochistan’s integration into Pakistan in 1947 and brings out the true political and militant
character of the movement during the first three decades (1947–77) of Pakistan’s existence as a nationstate. It shows how the Baloch, as well as other minority groups, were denied the right to identify
themselves as a sub-national/ethnic group in the new nation-state, compounded by a systematic
exclusion from decision-making circles and structures of political and economic power. The volume also
traces political resistance from within Balochistan and its subsequent suppression by military
operations, leading to a widespread militant insurgency in the present day. Drawing on hitherto
unexplored sources, this book will be indispensable to scholars and researchers of South Asian history,
politics, international relations and area studies.
The Unresolved Key to the Future of Pakistan and Afghanistan
Postcolonial Legacies
Baloch Nationalism Its Origin and Development
The Pakistan Paradox
Politics and Ethnicity in Pakistan, 1947–1977
Balochistan Through History
The Partition of British India in 1947 set in motion events that have had far-reaching
consequences in South Asia – wars, military tensions, secessionist movements and
militancy/terrorism. This book looks at key events in 1947 and explores the aftermath of the
Partition and its continued impact in the present-day understanding of nationhood and identity.
It also examines the diverse and fractured narratives that framed popular memory and
understanding of history in the region. The volume includes discussions on the manner in which
regions such as the Punjab, Sindh, Kashmir, Bengal, Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow) and North-East India
were influenced. It deals with issues such as communal politics, class conflict, religion,
peasant nationalism, decolonization, migration, displacement, riots, the state of refugees,
women and minorities, as well as the political relationship between India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh. Drawing on major flashpoints in contemporary South Asian history along with
representations from literature, art and popular culture, this book will interest scholars of
modern Indian history, Partition studies, colonial history, postcolonial studies, international
relations, politics, sociology, literature and South Asian studies.
Pakistan was born as the creation of elite Urdu-speaking Muslims who sought to govern a state
that would maintain their dominance. After rallying non-Urdu speaking leaders around him, Jinnah
imposed a unitary definition of the new nation state that obliterated linguistic diversity. This
centralisation - 'justified' by the Indian threat - fostered centrifugal forces that resulted in
Bengali secessionism in 1971 and Baloch, as well as Mohajir, separatisms today. Concentration of
power in the hands of the establishment remained the norm, and while authoritarianism peaked
under military rule, democracy failed to usher in reform, and the rule of law remained fragile
at best under Zulfikar Bhutto and later Nawaz Sharif. While Jinnah and Ayub Khan regarded
religion as a cultural marker, since their time theIslamists have gradually prevailed. They
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benefited from the support of General Zia, while others, including sectarian groups, cashed in
on their struggle against the establishment to woo the disenfranchised. Today, Pakistan faces
existential challenges ranging from ethnic strife to Islamism, two sources of instability which
hark back to elite domination. But the resilience of the country and its people, the resolve of
the judiciary and hints of reform in the army may open up new possibilities.
`Excellent and compelling' - Partha Chatterjee, University of Columbia `A provocative,
passionate and stimulating new interpretation of ethnic nationalism' - Dipesh Chakrabarty,
University of Chicago `A significant study that informs us of the politics and group interests
in one of the most volatile regions of the world' - Stephen Castles, Oxford University `Very
interesting intellectual and political ideas - refreshing' - Gyan Pandey, Johns Hopkins
University `An informed and lucid work that demystifies the politics of nationalism' - Howard
Brasted, University of New England A major challenge Pakistan has been confronted with since it
came into existence is the self-assertion of various ethnic groups, which have actively
contested the legitimacy of the state structure. However, despite the seriousness of this ethnic
challenge, there exists no detailed study of these movements, Politics of Identity fills this
vacuum. Ethnic nationalism, the author argues, is a political issue and is essentially a
struggle for power between dominant and non-dominant groups. Highlighting the role the state
plays in the lives of individuals, the book: - studies both the pre-colonial and colonial state
system in India and the changes it effected until India's independence and the creation of
Pakistan; - assesses the state in Pakistan and explains its role in giving rise to ethnic
discontent; - studies four ethnic movements - Pukhtun, Baloch, Sindhi and Mohajir demonstrating how their proximity to or distance from state power have influenced their
politics.
The author examines the energy context of the simmering Baloch separatist insurgency that has
surfaced in recent years in Pakistan's sprawling Balochistan province. In particular, he looks
at how Pakistan's mounting energy insecurity--a product of rapid increase in demand coupled with
rising scarcity and the region's intensified energy rivalry--has both magnified the economic and
strategic importance of this province while at the same time complicating Pakistan's efforts to
cope with the province's resurgent tribal separatism. The author concludes that Pakistan's
government needs to overhaul its counterinsurgent policies to avoid protracted conflict and to
enlist the Baloch as partners in energy development, not antagonists of it.
Partition of India
A Study of Baluch Nationalism
The Politics of Ethnicity in Pakistan
The Runaways
At a Crossroads
A Historical Account from the Beginning to the Fall of the Baloch State
Pakistan's growing proximity to a China-led new geopolitical order and a Turkey-led potential
'caliphate' pose new challenges to India and the world. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
traverses territory that legally belongs to India, and enables China to expand its footprint on
land and sea routes to Europe, the Middle East, up to Africa and even South America. These
developments highlight the strategic importance of Balochistan, which stands at the crossroads
of Afghanistan, Iran and the Gulf. This work discusses Balochistan's failure to secure
independence in August 1947, including the Anglo-US quest for military bases and post-1945
dominance. It traces the distinct identity of the Balochs that forms the basis of Baloch
nationalism, along with successive insurgencies since 1948, their brutal suppression, and the
emergence of powerful guerrilla groups. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor straddles the Silk
Road Economic Belt and Maritime Silk Road and gives China command of a geostrategic sphere from
Xinjiang to the Mediterranean Sea and beyond, making it a two-ocean power, while swamping
Islamabad in untold debt. Finally, China's vision for a new international order via the Border
and Road Initiative contrasts with India's gentler neighbourhood policy; it has triggered the
evolution of the Indo-Pacific concept from a purely maritime idea to a geopolitical one. India
is adamant that Beijing should not achieve a Sino-centric unipolar Asia, as a multipolar Asia is
a critical pillar of a multipolar world. Balochistan is strategically located at the crossroads
of Afghanistan, Iran and the Gulf, at the mouth of the Strait of Hormuz, through which the bulk
of Asia's supply of oil passes. To control the Gulf region and secure their military bases in
northwestern India, London tried to make Balochistan accede to Pakistan prior to Partition, and
encouraged Mohammad Ali Jinnah to annex the territory. Ahmad Yar Khan, the Khan of Kalat,
struggled in vain to regain the independence he was entitled to under the 1876 treaty with the
British Crown.
This book explores the ideological, political and military interventions of the state of
Pakistan in Balochistan and traces the genesis of today's secessionist movement. It delves into
the historical question of Balochistan's integration into Pakistan in 1947 and brings out the
true political and militant character of the movement during the first three decades (1947-77)
of Pakistan's existence as a nation-state. It shows how the Baloch, as well as other minority
groups, were denied the right to identify themselves as a sub-national/ethnic group in the new
nation-state, compounded by a systematic exclusion from decision-making circles and structures
of political and economic power. The volume also traces political resistance from within
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Balochistan and its subsequent suppression by military operations, leading to a widespread
militant insurgency in the present day. Drawing on hitherto unexplored sources, this book will
be indispensable to scholars and researchers of South Asian history, politics, international
relations and area studies.
Balochistan at a Crossroads is a fascinating account of British reporter Willem Marx's travels
in Balochistan; a forbidding, forbidden and largely forgotten province of Pakistan that is
currently convulsed by civil conflict. Through his lens, French photojournalist Marc Wattrelot
has captured some spectacular images during his weeks spent in this little-known corner of the
world. The book recounts the adventures of Willem and his friend Marc as they explore the
backcountry of Balochistan to conduct some exclusive interviews including one of Iran's most
wanted terrorists.
Few dimensions of dealing with Pakistan are the source of as much frustration as the tribal
areas bordering Afghanistan, the subject of this Council Special Report commissioned by the
Center for Preventive Action. Daniel Markey analyzes the unique challenges of this region, which
has long been largely outside Pakistani government control. He argues that the United States
must work with Islamabad to confront security threats and improve governance and economic
opportunity in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), something that could reduce
militancy. The report lays out a cooperative, incentives-based strategy for the United States
that would aim to increase the capacity of the Pakistani government and its security
institutions, foster political and economic reform, and build confidence in the bilateral
relationship. At the same time, the report outlines alternatives to be considered should this
positive approach fail to advance U.S. interests. These alternatives, be they coercive sanctions
to induce Pakistan to act or unilateral U.S. action against security threats, could bring some
short-term progress in dealing with significant threats -- but at the cost of bringing about a
more hostile Pakistan that would cease to be a partner of any sort.
Instability and Resilience
A Conflict of Narratives
From Tribal to Global
Ethnic Nationalism and the State in Pakistan
The Balochistan Conundrum
The Baloch National Struggle in Pakistan: Emergence and Dimensions
In order to understand the Pakistani state and government's treatment of non-dominant ethnic groups after the failure of the military operation in East Pakistan
and the independence of Bangladesh, this book looks at the ethnic movements that were subject to a military operation after 1971: the Baloch in the 1970s, the
Sindhis in the 1980s and Mohajirs in the 1990s. The book critically evaluates the literature on ethnicity and nationalism by taking nationalist ideology and the
political divisions which it generates within ethnic groups as essential in estimating ethnic movements. It goes on to challenge the modernist argument that
nationalism is only relevant to modern-industrialised socio-economic settings. The available evidence from Pakistan makes clear that ethnic movements emanate
from three distinct socio-economic realms: tribal (Baloch), rural (Sindh) and urban (Mohajir), and the book looks at the implications that this has, as well as how
further arguments could be advanced about the relevance of ethnic movements and politics in the Third World. It provides academics and researchers with
background knowledge of how the Baloch, Sindhi and Mohajir ethnic conflict in Pakistan took shape in a historical context as well as probable future scenarios
of the relationship between the Pakistani state and government, and ethnic groups and movements.
"The Beijing-Islamabad axis plays a central role in Asia's geopolitics, from India's rise to the prospects for a post-American Afghanistan, from the threat of
nuclear terrorism to the continent's new map of mines, ports and pipelines. China is Pakistan's great economic hope and its most trusted military partner; Pakistan
is the battleground for China's encounters with Islamic militancy and the heart of its efforts to counter-balance the emerging US-India partnership. For decades,
each country has been the other's only 'all-weather' friend. Yet the relationship is still little understood. The wildest claims about it are widely believed, while
many of its most dramatic developments are hidden from the public eye. This book sets out the recent history of Sino-Pakistani ties and their ramifications for the
West, for India, for Afghanistan, and for Asia as a whole. It tells the stories behind some of its most sensitive aspects, including Beijing's support for Pakistan's
nuclear program, China's dealings with the Taliban, and the Chinese military's planning for crises in Pakistan. It describes a relationship increasingly shaped by
Pakistan's internal strife, and the dilemmas China faces between the need for regional stability and the imperative for strategic competition with India and the
USA."--Amazon.com.
Most contemporary journalistic and scholarly accounts of the instability gripping Afghanistan and Pakistan have argued that violent Islamic extremism, including
support for the Taliban and related groups, is either rooted in Pashtun history and culture, or finds willing hosts among their communities on both sides of the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border. Abubakar Siddique sets out to demonstrate that the failure, or even unwillingness, of both Afghanistan and Pakistan to absorb the
Pashtuns into their state structures and to incorporate them into the economic and political fabric is central to these dynamics, and a critical failure of nation- and
state-building in both states. In his book he argues that religious extremism is the product of these critical failures and that responsibility for the situation lies to
some degree with the elites of both countries. Partly an eye-witness account and partly meticulously researched scholarship, The Pashtun Question describes a
people whose destiny will shape the future of Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Back to the Future investigates the genesis of Baloch nationalism during the first half of the twentieth century, analyzes the emergence of a Baloch national
movement, and sets it in relation to the rise of an Indian and Muslim Indian (Pakistan) national movement in British India during that time. The study portrays
the decline and disintegration of the Baloch khanate of Kalat during the last decades of British rule, analyzes Kalat's lack of integration but increasing
attachment to British Indian affairs, and summarizes the colonial legacy of Balochistan in respect of political, administrative, and constitutional development. It
investigates the emergence of a royalist movement around the figure of the khan of Kalat, and discusses his attempt to turn back time and revert to Balochistan's
pre-colonial status. The book also probes into the coincident rise of a Baloch nationalist movement, and analyzes the political and cultural framework of an
emerging Baloch national identity. It traces the political demands of Baloch nationalist pioneers, and looks for interrelations with the Muslim nationalist and the
Baloch royalist movements. Back to the Future ascertains the emergence of a Baloch national movement as the outcome of the historical and political
circumstances during the British withdrawal from India, and portrays the evolution of Baloch national identity as a reaction to the territorial, political, and
cultural inclusion on the side of the All India Muslim League and the Pakistan movement.
History and Politics in Balochistan
The Baloch Conflict with Iran and Pakistan
The Struggle for the Bolan Pass, Gateway to India
The Baloch Cultural Heritage
Aspects of a National Liberation Struggle
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Balochistan

The Baloch National Struggle in Pakistan discusses the relevance of the principle of the right of self-determination in the context of rising
trends towards ethnic nationalism in Afro-Asian countries. The book deals with the emerging conflict of the Baloch with Pakistan and Iran. It
also discusses the geopolitical and geostrategic repercussions of any re-demarcations of the boundaries of Pakistan and Iran on the region and
long-term policies of world powers. The book gives an insight into the political psychology and cultural traits of the Baloch struggle for
safeguarding their historic personality, political sovereignty, and their national and cultural survival in Iran and Pakistan.
Papers presented at the National Conference on Balochistan Through History, held at Islamabad during 14-15 December 2005.
????“??”“?????”“?????”“????”??????????????????????????????“????”????????2015??????????????????????
The book is about history of the Baloch conflict with Iran and Pakistan. The work describes and analyzes, from the very beginning, the
protracted and bloody struggle of the Baloch against Iran and Pakistan. It is an attempt to answer some of the pertinent questions regarding
the background and contextual factors of this long-drawn conflict. The book analyzes the strength and weaknesses of opposing parties in the
conflict, and it discusses the role of regional and international interest groups. It is also an overview of the problems facing the Baloch national
struggle in both countries and prospects for the success of the Baloch resistance in near future.
The Changing Context of Separatism in Pakistan
Politics of Identity
The Redefined Dimensions of Baloch Nationalist Movement
Politics and Ethnicity in Pakistan, 1947-1977
BALOCHISTAN In the Crosshairs of History
Nationalism Without a Nation

Culture is an integrated system of institutions, ideas, beliefs, customs, and social behaviour of a particular people or
society. It is an important factor in shaping and re-shaping the identity of a people. The culture has helped the Baloch to
survive and to retain its national identity in difficult times in their national history. This book is a modest effort to discuss
the conditions which have ensured the continuity of the Baloch culture, and the inspiring characteristics which still direct
the Baloch society. It is an exploration towards understanding the Baloch and its socio-cultural traditions in their proper
historical perspective.
"Dazzling. A novel that holds up to scrutiny a world of claustrophobic war zones, virulent social media and cities
collapsing upon themselves, and then sets it down again, transformed by the grace of storytelling." – Siddartha Deb,
author of The Point of Return Anita lives in Karachi’s biggest slum. Her mother is a maalish wali, paid to massage the
tired bones of rich women. But Anita's life will change forever when she meets her elderly neighbour, a man whose
shelves of books promise an escape to a different world. On the other side of Karachi lives Monty, whose father owns
half the city and expects great things of him. But when a beautiful and rebellious girl joins his school, Monty will find his
life going in a very different direction. Sunny's father left India and went to England to give his son the opportunities he
never had. Yet Sunny doesn't fit in anywhere. It's only when his charismatic cousin comes back into his life that he
realises his life could hold more possibilities than he ever imagined. These three lives will cross in the desert, a place
where life and death walk hand in hand, and where their closely guarded secrets will force them to make a terrible
choice.
This account of Pakistan's complicated political mosaic focuses on ethnic tensions within the country, the Mohajir
movement, Pashtun and Baloch nationalisms, and the "Punjabization" of the country. Contributors also look at the
country's complex position within the South Asian region, including its foreign policy, and the dialectic between domestic
and foreign policy, and the role of the army. The book raises many thought-provoking questions, including the definition
of Palestinian identity, the control of the state, and the deeply flawed institution of democracy.
During the early 19th century the British came in direct contact with the Baloch, first with those living in the Punjab and
Sind, and later with those in Balochistan proper. Soon after their arrival in the region, they began studying the Baloch as
an ethno-national group, their language, literature, folklore, tribal structure, physical features, and so on, forming theories
and suggesting hypotheses regarding their origins and relations with other nations and peoples. While some maintained
that the Baloch originated from north-western Iran, others believed they came from Central Asia, from Arabia, or from
else- where.1 Among the early British writers, some also opined that while some tribes might have a foreign origin, bulk
of the Baloch were the autochthonous population of the country. With the passage of time, however, other theories were
abandoned and a northwest Iranian origin came to be the widely accepted one. This thesis was established on three
basic grounds: first, from the Balochi oral tradition which claims that the Baloch came from a place called Alab/Alap,
identified as Aleppo in Syria by Western writers and later followed by some lo- cal writers too; secondly, their mention in
the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi where they are sometimes shown along with the people of Gilan and Dilam, regions situated
on the Caspian Sea regions; and thirdly, on the basis of their language, which is classified as belonging to the
northwestern group of Iranian languages having close affinities with Kurdish and other languages of that branch.
Balochistan, the British and the Great Game
The Baloch and Balochistan
The Baloch, Sindhi and Mohajir Ethnic Movements
亚太研究论丛·第十三辑
A Novel
Its Origin and Development Up to 1980
This book analyses the relationship between Pakistan and China in the post 9/11 period against the backdrop of
Pakistan’s domestic politics and proposes that the major source of continuity in the ties between the two countries is
represented by the military. The evolution and continuity of Sino-Pakistani relations are explored through three timely
case studies: the port of Gwadar, where Chinese investment well pre-dates the advent of the Belt and Road Initiative; the
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China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the "flagship project" of China’s global ambitions; and how the relationship between
China and Pakistan has played out in Afghanistan. The book assesses the extent of military influence in Pakistan’s
relations with China throughout the last 20 years in several key decision-making areas, ranging from internal security to
elite recruitment. By looking at the extent of military prerogatives in Pakistan’s domestic politics, the book reveals how
the major source of continuity in the ties between the two countries was represented by the role that the military has
played overtime. While since the announcement of the BRI elected representative have gained some leverage in decisionmaking, the military has invariably been the main port of call even under a civilian dispensation. A novel approach to the
study of Sino-Pakistani relations, this book will be of interest to academics working on South Asian Politics, Chinese
Politics and International Relations, Sino-Pakistani relations, civil-military ties, and China’s role in Asia including the
One Belt, One Road initiative.
Balochistan, Pakistan's largest province, is a complex region fraught with conflict and hostility, ranging from an enduring
insurgency and sectarian violence to terror strikes and appalling human rights violations. In his third book on Pakistan,
Tilak Devasher analyses why Balochistan is such a festering sore for Pakistan. With his keen understanding of the
region, he traces the roots of the deep-seated Baloch alienation to the princely state of Kalat's forced accession to
Pakistan in 1948. This alienation has been further solidified by the state's rampant exploitation of the province, leading to
massive socio-economic deprivation. Is the Baloch insurgency threatening the integrity of Pakistan? What is the
likelihood of an independent Balochistan? Has the situation in the province become irretrievable for Pakistan? Is there a
meeting ground between the mutually opposing narratives of the Pakistan state and the Baloch nationalists?Devasher
examines these issues with a clear and objective mind backed by meticulous research that goes to the heart of the
Baloch conundrum.
South Asia is the theatre of myriad experimentations with nationalisms of various kinds - religious, linguistic, religiolinguistic, composite, plural and exclusivist. In all the region’s major states, officially promulgated nationalism at various
times has been fiercely contested by minority groups intent on preserving what they see as the pristine purity of their
own cultural inheritance. This volume examines the perspective of minority identities as they negotiate their terms of coexistence, accommodation and adaptation with several other competing identities within the framework of the ‘nation
state’ in South Asia. It examines three different kinds of minority articulations – cultural conclaves with real or fictitious
attachments to an imaginary homeland, the identity problems of dispersed minorities with no territorial claims and the
aspirations of indigenous communities, tribes or ethnicities. The essays in this volume offer a rich menu: the evolution
of Naga nationalism, the construction of the territory-less Sylheti identity, the debates over Pashtun nationalism in
Pakistan, the evolution of Muslim nationalism in Sri Lanka, the politics of religious minorities in Bangladesh and
Pakistan, the making of minority politics in India, and questions of Islam and nationalism in colonial India. It is an eclectic
mix for students of nationalism, politics, modern history and anyone interested in the evolution of South Asia. This book
was published as a special issue of South Asian History and Culture.
Balochistan is Pakistan’s largest province rich with natural gas, gold and copper. Located on the borders of Iran and
Afghanistan, land of the Balochs, where the first Baloch confederacy was founded in 1666, has had a bitter history of
exploitation and suppression by a strictly centralized federal government heavily influenced by the country’s military.
While the central government and the province confronted each other four times since the forceful annexation of the
Baloch land into Pakistan in 1948, the ongoing movement entails more systematic and radical dimensions. Malik Siraj
Akbar, editor of the The Baloch Hal, the first online English newspaper of Balochistan, takes a look at the last one decade
how the dimensions of the Baloch movement changed. A Hubert Humphrey Fellow at Arizona State University’s Walter
Cronkite School of Journalism, Malik reveals the “enforced disappearance” of hundreds of Baloch political workers and
their brutal murder by the Pakistani security services under a “kill and dump” policy during detention in a phenomenon
similar to Argentina’s Dirty War. The book analyzes growing state-sponsored radicalization in secular Balochistan. Malik
is the most widely quoted journalist on Balochistan. He insists that the killing of former governor Nawab Akbar Bugti, 79,
by Pervez Musharraf’s regime proved as the 9/11 of Pakistan’s relations with the resourceful province. The Balochistan
question merits attention of the international community not only for a stable Pakistan but also to provide the world
alternative options for a secular buffer state between Iran and Afghanistan if Pakistan falls in the hands of Islamists.
Balochis of Pakistan
Asia's New Geopolitics
Securing Pakistan's Tribal Belt
Politics, Military and Regional Dynamics
Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Pakistan
The Pashtun Question

The Great Game for Central Asia led to British involvement in Balochistan, a sparselypopulated area in Pakistan, mostly desert and mountain, and containing the Bolan Pass, the
southern counter- part of the more famous Khyber. It occupies a position of great strategic
importance between Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and the Arabian Sea. Heathcote's book is a
history of the Khanate of Kalat and of British operations against the Baloch hill tribes who
raided frontier settlements and the Bolan caravans. Its themes include rivalry between British
officials in Sind and the Punjab, high profile disputes between British politicians over frontier
policy and organization, and the British occupation of Quetta, guardian city of the Bolan, in
the run-up to the Second Afghan War. Among the many strong characters in this story is Sir
Robert Sandeman, hitherto hailed as "the peaceful conqueror of Balochistan," now revealed as
a ruthless careerist, whose personal ambitions led to the fragmentation of the country under
British domination. The closing chapter summarizes subsequent events up to modern times, in
which the Baloch have maintained a long-running struggle for greater autonomy within
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Pakistan.
With a population of 190 million, Pakistan is strategically located at the crossroads of the
Middle East, Central and South Asia, and has the second largest Muslim population in the
world. The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Pakistan provides an in-depth and
comprehensive coverage of issues from identity and the creation of Pakistan in 1947 to its
external relations as well as its domestic social, economic and political issues and challenges.
The Handbook is divided into the following sections: • Economy and development • External
relations and security • Foundations and identity • Islam and Islamization • Military and jihad
• Politics and institutions • Social issues The Handbook explains the reasons why Pakistan is
so often at the forefront of our daily news intake, with a focus on religious and political
factors. It asks questions regarding the institutions and political parties which govern
Pakistan and provides an insight into the relationships which the country has forged since its
creation, culminating in a discussion of the state’s involvement in conflict. Covering a range of
topics, this Handbook offers a wide range of perspectives on Pakistan. Bringing together a
group of leading international scholars on Pakistan, the Handbook is a cutting-edge and
interdisciplinary resource for those interested in studying Pakistani politics, economics,
culture and society and South Asian Studies.
Remotely Colonial is a monograph that examines tribalism and nationalism as historical
processes in Kalat, which is today incorporated in the Balochistan Province of Pakistan. Kalat
was 'remotely colonial' in two ways. It was located on the far reaches of the Indian Empire, and
British interests were geostrategic rather than economic. The British designated Kalat a
native state, but proceeded to marginalize the ruler in favour of sardars (chiefs) and tribal
governance through jirga (tribal court) deliberations. This led to tensions between local
officials dealing with events on the ground and the central government, which was determined
that the facade of Kalat State be maintained. Colonial subject status - tribal, client or British
Protected Subject - determined rights and obligations. The fragmentation of subjecthood
produced a situation in which Kalat State became a polity with situationally defined subjects.
Although Kalat State ceased to exist in 1955, its colonial structures persist today. Sardars and
jirgas have become signifiers of entrenched tradition, a tribal 'other' of the national state. This
is a convenient image for the Pakistani government, enabling blame for present conditions to
be pinned on the tribal sector, deflecting attention away from the state's failure to provide
basic services.
Three thousand years ago, a group of Indo-Iranic tribes (called Balaschik at that time) settled
in the northwestern Caspian region of Balashagan. Circumstances forced them to disperse and
migrate towards south and eastern parts of Iranian plateau. In medieval times, they finally
settled in present Balochistan where they became known as the Baloch. During their long and
tortuous journey from Balashagan to Balochistan, the Baloch faced persecutions, deportations,
and genocidal acts of various Persian, Arab and other regional powers. During 17th century,
after dominating Balochistan culturally and politically, the Baloch carved out a nation state
(the Khanate of Kalat). In 1839, the British occupied Balochistan and subsequently it was
divided into various parts. In the wake of the British withdrawal from India in 1947,
Balochistan regained its sovereignty but soon Pakistan occupied it in 1948. The historical
account of the Baloch is the story of a pastoralist nomadic people from ancient times to midtwentieth century. The author outlines the origin of the Baloch state and its variegated history
of survival against powerful neighbors such as the Persians, the British and finally, Pakistan.
This fascinating research work discovers the background of the long drawn-out conflict
between the Baloch and Pakistan and Iranian states.
Minority Nationalisms in South Asia
Pakistan
Sino-Pakistani Relations
Its Origin and Development
In Afghanistan's Shadow
On the Margins of History
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