Alfred Crosby The Columbian
Exchange

Between August 1918 and March 1919 the Spanish
influenza spread worldwide, claiming over 25 million lives
- more people than perished in the fighting of the First
World War. It proved fatal to at least a half-million
Americans. Yet, the Spanish flu pandemic is largely
forgotten today. In this vivid narrative, Alfred W. Crosby
recounts the course of the pandemic during the panic-
stricken months of 1918 and 1919, measures its impact
on American society, and probes the curious loss of
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national memory of this cataclysmic event. This 2003
edition includes a preface discussing the then recent
outbreaks of diseases, including the Asian flu and the
SARS epidemic.

One criticism of history is that historians all too often
study it in isolation, failing to take advantage of models
and evidence from scholars in other disciplines. This is
not a charge that can be laid at the door of Alfred
Crosby. His book The Columbian Exchange not only
incorporates the results of wide reading in the hard
sciences, anthropology and geography, but also stands
as one of the foundation stones of the study of
environmental history. In th|s sense, Crosby's defining
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work is undoubtedly a fine example of the critical thinking
skill of creativity; it comes up with new connections that
explain the European success in colonizing the New
World more as the product of biological catastrophe (in
the shape of the introduction of new diseases) than of
the actions of men, and posits that the most important
conseqguences were not political — the establishment of
new empires — but cultural and culinary; the population of
China tripled, for example, as the result of the
introduction of new world crops. Few new hypotheses
have proved as stimulating or influential.

The term ‘postcolonial literatures in English’ designates

English-language literatures from Africa, Asia, the
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Americas and Oceania, as well as the literatures of
diasporic communities who have moved from those
regions to the global north. This volume introduces the
central themes of postcolonial literary studies and
delineates how these themes are reflected and
elaborated in exemplary literary works by postcolonial
authors from around the world. It also offers succinct
definitions of key terms like Orientalism, hybridity,
Indigeneity or writing back.

Cook explains that the conquest of the New World was
achieved by a handful of Europeans - not by the sword,
but by deadly disease.

Waging War and Fighting I;/I%nger in the American

Page



Revolution
Environmental History of Settler Societies
Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492
Born to Die
A Muslim Traveler of the Fourteenth Century
Perspectives on Modern Environmental History
In the Wake of Columbus
The eminent China scholar delivers a landmark study of
Chinese culture’s relationship to the natural environment
across thousands of years of history. Spanning the three
millennia for which there are written records, The Retreat of
the Elephants is the first comprehensive environmental
history of China. It is also a treasure trove of literary,
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political, aesthetic, scientific, and religious sources, which
allow the reader direct access to the views and feelings of
Chinese people toward their environment and their
landscape. China scholar and historian Mark Elvin chronicles
the spread of the Chinese style of farming that eliminated
elephant habitats; the destruction of most of the forests;
the impacts of war on the landscape; and the re-
engineering of the countryside through gigantic water-
control systems. He documents the histories of three
contrasting localities within China to show how ecological
dynamics defined the lives of the inhabitants. And he shows
that China in the eighteenth century was probably more
environmentally degraded than northwestern Europe

around this time. Indispensable for its new perspective on
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long-term Chinese history and its explanation of the roots of
China’s present-day environmental crisis, this book opens a
door into the Chinese past.

The classic work that revolutionized how we understand the
environmental and cultural impact of the European
conquest of the Americas.

Book Review

This book narrates the mutually mortal historical contest
between humans and nature in Latin America. Covering a
period that begins with Amerindian civilizations and
concludes in the region's present urban agglomerations, the
work offers an original synthesis of the current scholarship
on Latin America's environmental history and argues that

tropical nature played a central role in shaping the region's
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historical development. Seeing Latin America's
environmental past from the perspective of many centuries
illustrates that human civilizations, ancient and modern,
have been simultaneously more powerful and more
vulnerable than previously thought.

An Environmental History of China

1493

The Measure of Reality

The Oxford Handbook of Food History

An Environmental History of the Conquest of California and
Hawai'i

Mosquito Empires

Conservation and the Politics of Wildlife in Colonial East

Africa
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Winner of the Francis Parkman Prize Changes in the
Land offers an original and persuasive interpretation of
the changing circumstances in New England's plant and
animal communities that occurred with the shift from
Indian to European dominance. With the tools of both
historian and ecologist, Cronon constructs an
interdisciplinary analysis of how the land and the people
influenced one another, and how that complex web of
relationships shaped New England's communities.
People of European descent form the bulk of the
population in most of the temperate zones of the world -

North America, Australia and New Zealand. The
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military successes of European imperialism are easy to
explain; in many cases they were a matter of firearms
against spears. But as Alfred Crosby explains in his
highly original and fascinating book, the Europeans'
displacement and replacement of the native peoples in
the temperate zones was more a matter of biology than
of military conquest.

Ross Dunn's classic retelling of the travels of Ibn
Battuta, a Muslim of the 14th century.

In the era of the American Revolution, the rituals of
diplomacy between the British, Patriots, and Native

Americans featured gifts of food, ceremonial feasts, and
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a shared experience of hunger. When diplomacy failed,
Native Americans could destroy food stores and cut off
supply chains in order to assert authority. Black
colonists also stole and destroyed food to ward off
hunger and carve out tenuous spaces of freedom.
Hunger was a means of power and a weapon of war. In
No Useless Mouth, Rachel B. Herrmann argues that
Native Americans and formerly enslaved black colonists
ultimately lost the battle against hunger and the larger
struggle for power because white British and United
States officials curtailed the abilities of men and women

to fight hunger on their own terms. By describing three
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interrelated behaviors—food diplomacy, victual
imperialism, and victual warfare—the book shows that,
during this tumultuous period, hunger prevention efforts
offered strategies to claim power, maintain communities,
and keep rival societies at bay. Herrmann shows how
Native Americans, free blacks, and enslaved peoples
were "useful mouths"—not mere supplicants for food,
without rights or power—who used hunger for
cooperation and violence, and took steps to circumvent
starvation. Her wide-ranging research on black
Loyalists, Iroquois, Cherokee, Creek, and Western

Confederacy Indians demonstrates that hunger creation
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and prevention were tools of diplomacy and warfare
available to all people involved in the American
Revolution. Placing hunger at the center of these
struggles foregrounds the contingency and plurality of
power in the British Atlantic during the Revolutionary
Era. Thanks to generous funding from Cardiff
University, the ebook editions of this book are available
as Open Access volumes from Cornell Open
(cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

Studies in Ecological History

Islands of Truth

The History of the Small Pox
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Germs, Seeds and Animals:
Ecology and Empire
Quantification in Western Europe, 1250-1600

The Imperial Fashioning of Vancouver Island
The 500th anniversary of the Columbian discovery of
America is upon us, and with it the obligation to assess
existing interpretations of the significance of the voyage
and establishment of permanent links between the Old
and New Worlds. The traditional, or bardic, version of the
Columbian voyages and their consequences was the
product of narrative historians who wrote about the
American past in ways consonant both with the

documentary record then available and with the
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ethnocentrism of their fellow white citizens of the New
World. Though popular, it is deceptive because it takes a
selective view of history, reinforces Euro-American
ethnocentrism, and confirms premises and approaches
clearly obsolete in the late 20th century. The analytic
interpretation takes a more scientific, less romantic view
of the voyages, their motives and consequences. These
historians open themselves to geology, climatology,
biology, epidemiology, and other fields. They are
scientific in their research and in attempts to limit bias.
Examples of historical interpretation from each school of
thought are presented. The Columbian influence on the
Old and New Worlds is assessed; and intellectual,

economic, nutritional, and demographic effects are
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discussed. Finally, the legacy of the Columbian exchange
is reviewed in terms of its effects on world population
and ethnic composition. (GEA)

This book is the first comprehensive introduction to
contemporary Turkmenistan in English.

A unifying discussion of our increasingly integrated
global economy, higher population levels and greater
resource demands.

Historian Alfred W. Crosby looks at hard, accurate
throwing and the manipulation of fire as unique human
capabilities. Humans began throwing rocks in prehistory
and then progressed to javelins, atlatls, bows and
arrows. We learned to make fire by friction and used it to

cook, drive game, burn out rivals, and alter landscapes.
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In historic times we invented catapults, trebuchets, and
such flammable liquids as Greek Fire. About 1,000 years
ago we invented gunpowder, which accelerated the rise
of empires and the advance of European imperialism. In
the 20th century, gunpowder weaponry enabled us to
wage the most destructive wars of all time, peaking at the
end of World War Il with the V-2 and atomic bomb. Today,
we have turned our projectile talents to space travel
which may make it possible for our species to migrate to
other bodies of our solar system and even other star
systems.

An Environmental History of Latin America

Plagues upon the Earth

Shores of Knowledge: New World Discoveries and the
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Scientific Imagination

America, Russia, Hemp, and Napoleon

An Introduction

The Ongoing Columbian Exchange: Stories of Biological

and Economic Transfer in World History

Native American Knowledge and the Management of

California's Natural Resources

"Uncommonly good...makes a compelling case

that...intellectual curiosity not only changed Europe,

but launched modernity."~ Cleveland Plain Dealer

When Columbus first returned to Spain from the

Caribbean, he dazzled King Ferdinand and Queen

Isabella with exotic parrots, tropical flowers, and bits of
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gold. Inspired by the promise of riches, countless
seafarers poured out of the Iberian Peninsula and wider
Europe in search of spices, treasure, and land. Many
returned with strange tales of the New World. Curiosity
began to percolate through Europe as the New

World" s people, animals, and plants ruptured prior
assumptions about the biblical description of creation.
The Church, long fearful of challenges to its authority,
could no longer suppress the mantra“ Dare to know!”
Noblemen began collecting cabinets of curiosities; soon
others went from collecting to examining natural
objects with fresh eyes. Observation led to

experiments; competlgg clonclusmns triggered debates.
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The foundations for the natural sciences were laid as
questions became more multifaceted and answers
became more complex. Carl Linneaus developed a
classification system and sent students around the
globe looking for specimens. Museums, botanical
gardens, and philosophical societies turned their
attention to nature. National governments undertook
explorations of the Pacific. Eminent historian Joyce
Appleby vividly recounts the explorers’ triumphs and
mishaps, including Magellan’ s violent death in the
Philippines; the miserable trek of the "new Argonauts"
across the Andes on their mission to determine the true

shape of the earth; and how two brilliant scientists,
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Alexander Humboldt and Charles Darwin, traveled to
the Americas for evidence to confirm their hypotheses
about the earth and its inhabitants. Drawing on
detailed eyewitness accounts, Appleby also tells of the
turmoil created in the all societies touched by the
explorations. This sweeping, global story imbues the
Age of Discovery with fresh meaning, elegantly
charting its stimulation of the natural sciences, which
ultimately propelled Western Europe toward
modernity.

From the author of 1491 the best-selling study of the
pre-Columbian Americas- adeeply engaging new

history of the most moPmezq;tgus biological event since
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the death of the dinosaurs. More than 200 million years
ago, geological forces split apart the continents.
Isolated from each other, the two halves of the world
developed radically different suites of plants and
animals. When Christopher Columbus set foot in the
Americas, he ended that separation at a stroke. Driven
by the economic goal of establishing trade with China,
he accidentally set off an ecological convulsion as
European vessels carried thousands of species to new
homes across the oceans. The Columbian Exchange, as
researchers call it, is the reason there are tomatoes in
Italy, oranges in Florida, chocolates in Switzerland, and

chili peppers in Thailand. More important, creatures the
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colonists knew nothing about hitched along for the
ride. Earthworms, mosquitoes, and cockroaches;
honeybees, dandelions, and African grasses; bacteria,
fungi, and viruses; rats of every description- all of them
rushed like eager tourists into lands that had never
seen their like before, changing lives and landscapes
across the planet. Eight decades after Columbus, a
Spaniard named Legazpi succeeded where Columbus
had failed. He sailed west to establish continual trade
with China, then the richest, most powerful country in
the world. In Manila, a city Legazpi founded, silver from
the Americas, mined by African and Indian slaves, was

sold to Asians in returrIID forégéilgk for Europeans. It was the
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first time that goods and people from every corner of
the globe were connected in a single worldwide
exchange. Much as Columbus created a new world
biologically, Legazpi and the Spanish empire he served
created a new world economically. As Charles C. Mann
shows, the Columbian Exchange underlies much of
subsequent human history. Presenting the latest
research by ecologists, anthropologists, archaeologists,
and historians, Mann shows how the creation of this
worldwide network of ecological and economic
exchange fostered the rise of Europe, devastated
imperial China, convulsed Africa, and for two centuries

made Mexico City- where Asia, Europe, and the new
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frontier of the Americas dynamically interacted- the
center of the world. In such encounters, he uncovers
the germ of today’ s fiercest political disputes, from
immigration to trade policy to culture wars. In 1493,
Charles Mann gives us an eye-opening scientific
interpretation of our past, unequaled in its authority
and fascination.

500 year ago, Christopher Columbus "disovered" the
Americas" that was to change radically the lives of all
indigenous Americans and shape their subsequent
histories. In the second edition, the author details the
clash of cultures and considers the impact of the

exploration and conquest of America.
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Profiles the time in European history when people
believed that time, space, and distance could be
measured, given a number, broken into smaller pieces,
and studied.

American Trade with Russia and the Baltic, 1783-1812
The Influenza of 1918

The Impact of The New World on Europe, 1492 - 1650
The Columbian exchange

Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England
The Retreat of the Elephants

A Biological Meta-Theory for the Social Sciences
In the nineteenth century, the colonial

territories of California and Hawai'i
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underwent important cultural, economic, and
ecological transformations influenced by an
unlikely factor: cows. The creation of native
cattle cultures, represented by the Indian
vaquero and the Hawaiian paniolo,
demonstrates that California Indians and
native Hawaiians adapted in ways that allowed
them to harvest the opportunities for wealth
that these unfamiliar biological resources
presented. But the imposition of new property
laws limited these indigenous responses, and
Pacific cattle frontiers ultimately became

the driving force behind Euro-American

political and commercial domination, under
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which native residents lost land and
sovereignty and faced demographic collapse.
Environmental historians have too often
overlooked California and Hawai'i, despite
the roles the regions played in the colonial
ranching frontiers of the Pacific World. In
Cattle Colonialism, John Ryan Fischer
significantly enlarges the scope of the
American West by examining the trans-Pacific
transformations these animals wrought on
local landscapes and native economies.

This book explores the links among ecology,
disease, and international politics in the

context of the Greater Caribbean - the
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landscapes lying between Surinam and the
Chesapeake - in the seventeenth through early
twentieth centuries. Ecological changes made
these landscapes especially suitable for the
vector mosquitoes of yellow fever and

malaria, and these diseases wrought
systematic havoc among armies and would-be
settlers. Because yellow fever confers
immunity on survivors of the disease, and
because malaria confers resistance, these
diseases played partisan roles in the

struggles for empire and revolution,

attacking some populations more severely than

others. In particular, yellow fever and
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malaria attacked newcomers to the region,
which helped keep the Spanish Empire Spanish
in the face of predatory rivals in the
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.
In the late eighteenth and through the
nineteenth century, these diseases helped
revolutions to succeed by decimating forces
sent out from Europe to prevent them.

The final chapter in this section explores
the uses of food in the classroom.

Western Europeans were among the first, if
not the first, to invent mechanical clocks,
geometrically precise maps, double-entry

bookkeeping, precise algebraic and musical
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notations, and perspective painting. By the
sixteenth century more people were thinking
quantitatively in western Europe than in any
other part of the world. The Measure of
Reality, first published in 1997, discusses
the epochal shift from qualitative to
guantitative perception in Western Europe
during the late Middle Ages and Renaissance.
This shift made modern science, technology,
business practice and bureaucracy possible.
The Nature of German Imperialism
Creatures of Empire

Children of the Sun

The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900
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Disease and the Course of Human History

Postcolonial Literatures in English

Ecology and War in the Greater Caribbean,

1620-1914

This unique encyclopedia enables students to
understand the myriad ways that the Columbian
Exchange shaped the modern world, covering every
major living organism from pathogens and plants to
insects and mammals. * Represents the only
encyclopedia to comprehensively treat the Columbian
Exchange and document how this watershed event in
history changed the world, not just in North America
but worldwide ¢ Provides full accounts of

demographic and epidemiological trends and how the
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planet's current biodiversity resulted from the events
of the Columbian Exchange ¢ Includes primary
documents that offer students material for analysis
and promote critical thinking skills, thus supporting
Common Core State Standards ¢ Supplies both entry
bibliographies and a selected, general bibliography to
direct students to sources of additional information
A spirited survey of humanity's historical and modern
efforts to harness sun-based energy reveals how the
human race's successes have hinged directly on
effective uses of sun energy, cites rates in pollution
and global warming as warning signs of fossil fuel
limits, and makes optimistic predictions about future

innovations. 13,000 first printing.
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John Muir was an early proponent of a view we still
hold today—that much of California was pristine,
untouched wilderness before the arrival of
Europeans. But as this groundbreaking book
demonstrates, what Muir was really seeing when he
admired the grand vistas of Yosemite and the gold
and purple flowers carpeting the Central Valley were
the fertile gardens of the Sierra Miwok and Valley
Yokuts Indians, modified and made productive by
centuries of harvesting, tilling, sowing, pruning, and
burning. Marvelously detailed and beautifully written,
Tending the Wild is an unparalleled examination of
Native American knowledge and uses of California's

natural resources that reshapes our understanding of
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native cultures and shows how we might begin to use
their knowledge in our own conservation efforts. M.
Kat Anderson presents a wealth of information on
native land management practices gleaned in part
from interviews and correspondence with Native
Americans who recall what their grandparents told
them about how and when areas were burned, which
plants were eaten and which were used for basketry,
and how plants were tended. The complex picture
that emerges from this and other historical source
material dispels the hunter-gatherer stereotype long
perpetuated in anthropological and historical
literature. We come to see California's indigenous

people as active agents of environmental change and
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stewardship. Tending the Wild persuasively argues
that this traditional ecological knowledge is essential
if we are to successfully meet the challenge of living
sustainably.

One criticism of history is that historians all too often
study it in isolation, failing to take advantage of
models and evidence from scholars in other
disciplines. This is not a charge that can be laid at
the door of Alfred Crosby. His book The Columbian
Exchange not only incorporates the results of wide
reading in the hard sciences, anthropology and
geography, but also stands as one of the foundation
stones of the study of environmental history. In this

sense, Crosby's defining work is undoubtedly a fine
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example of the critical thinking skill of creativity; it
comes up with new connections that explain the
European success in colonizing the New World more
as the product of biological catastrophe (in the shape
of the introduction of new diseases) than of the
actions of men, and posits that the most important
consequences were not political - the establishment
of new empires - but cultural and culinary; the
population of China tripled, for example, as the result
of the introduction of new world crops. Few new
hypotheses have proved as stimulating or influential.
An Analysis of Alfred W. Crosby's the Columbian
Exchange

biological and cultural consequences of 1492. Alfred
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W. Crosby, Jr. Foreword by Otton von Mering

America's Forgotten Pandemic

Stories of Biological and Economic Transfer in World

History

Cattle Colonialism

Projectile Technology Through History

Ecological Imperialism

The social sciences share a mission to shed light on

human nature and society. However, there is no widely

accepted meta-theory; no foundation from which

variables can be linked, causally sequenced, or

ultimately explained. This book advances “life history

evolution” as the missing meta-theory for the social
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sciences. Originally a biological theory for the
variation between species, research on life history
evolution now encompasses psychological and
sociological variation within the human species that
has long been the stock and trade of social scientific
study. The eighteen chapters of this book review six
disciplines, eighteen authors, and eighty-two volumes
published between 1734 and 2015—re-reading the
texts in the light of life history evolution.

Today, the East African state of Tanzania is renowned
for wildlife preserves such as the Serengeti National
Park, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, and the

Selous Game Reserve.PYeEJ?Sw know that most of these
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initiatives emerged from decades of German colonial
rule. This book gives the first full account of Tanzanian
wildlife conservation up until World War I, focusing
upon elephant hunting and the ivory trade as vital
factors in a shift from exploitation to preservation that
increasingly excluded indigenous Africans. Analyzing
the formative interactions between colonial
governance and the natural world, The Nature of
German Imperialism situates East African wildlife
policies within the global emergence of conservationist
sensibilities around 1900.

A fascinating study of the important role of biology in

European expansion, from 900 to 1900.
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A sweeping germ’s-eye view of history from human
origins to global pandemics Plagues upon the Earth is
a monumental history of humans and their germs.
Weaving together a grand narrative of global history
with insights from cutting-edge genetics, Kyle Harper
explains why humanity’s uniquely dangerous disease
pool is rooted deep in our evolutionary past, and why
its growth is accelerated by technological progress. He
shows that the story of disease is entangled with the
history of slavery, colonialism, and capitalism, and
reveals the enduring effects of historical plagues in
patterns of wealth, health, power, and inequality. He

also tells the story of humanity’s escape from
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infectious disease—a triumph that makes life as we
know it possible, yet destabilizes the environment and
fosters new diseases. Panoramic in scope, Plagues
upon the Earth traces the role of disease in the
transition to farming, the spread of cities, the advance
of transportation, and the stupendous increase in
human population. Harper offers a new interpretation
of humanity’s path to control over infectious
disease—one where rising evolutionary threats
constantly push back against human progress, and
where the devastating effects of modernization
contribute to the great divergence between societies.
The book reminds us that human health is globally
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interdependent—and inseparable from the well-being
of the planet itself. Putting the COVID-19 pandemic in
perspective, Plagues upon the Earth tells the story of
how we got here as a species, and it may help us
decide where we want to go.

The Columbian Voyages, the Columbian Exchange,
and Their Historians

No Useless Mouth

Quantification in Western Europe, 1250-1600
Disease and New World Conquest, 1492-1650

The Columbian Exchange

How Domestic Animals Transformed Early America
Tending the Wild
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Ecology and Empire examines the
relationship between the expansion of empire
and the environmental experience of the
extra-European world. For the first time it
moves the debate beyond the North American
frontier by comparing the experience of
settler societies in Australia, South Africa and
Latin America. From Australian water
management and the crisis of deforestation in
Latin America, to beef farming in the
Transvaal, this topical book provides a broad

comparative historical approach to the
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impact of humanity on the ecological systems
on which settler societies base their
livelihood.

In Islands of Truth, Daniel Clayton examines
a series of encounters with the Native
peoples and territory of Vancouver Island in
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. Although he focuses on a
particular region and period, Clayton also
meditates on how representations of land and
people, and studies of the past, serve and

shape specific interests, and how the dawn of
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Native-Western contact in this part of the
world might be studied 200 years later, in the
light of ongoing struggles between Natives
and non-Natives over land and cultural
status. Between the 1770s and 1850s, the
Native people of Vancouver Island were
engaged by three sets of forces that were of
general importance in the history of Western
overseas expansion: the West's scientific
exploration of the world in the Age of
Enlightenment; capitalist practices of

exchange; and the geopolitics of nation-state
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rivalry. Islands of Truth discusses these
developments, the geographies they worked
through, and the stories about land, identity,
and empire stemming from this period that
have shaped understanding of British
Columbia's past and present. Clayton
questions premises underlying much of
present B.C. historical writing, arguing that
international literature offers more fruitful
ways of framing local historical experiences.
Islands of Truth is a timely, provocative, and

vital contribution to post-colonial studies.
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A History of Humanity's Unappeasable
Appetite for Energy

The Adventures of Ibn Battuta

The Ends of the Earth

Life History Evolution

Uncovering the New World Columbus
Created

Changes in the Land

Throwing Fire
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